
Take the stress out of wedding planning

Y
ou’re engaged! The love 

of your life got down on 

one knee and proposed. 

You said yes and the celebration 

began. 

Tears of happiness, lots 

of laughter, showing off your 

ring and calling everyone you 

know to announce that you’re 

engaged kicks off your joyful 

celebration. But then reality 

starts to settle in. How do I plan 

a wedding? Where do I start? 

What is the first thing that I 

should do? Who do I turn to for 

advice? 

That’s where a planner 

comes in. Now, I know most of 

you think you might not be able 

to afford a planner, but that isn’t 

true. A true wedding budget 

includes the cost of a planner, 

but how would you know this, 

when you have never planned a 

wedding before? 

Friends and family should 

always be there for advice 

and support. However, I find 

couples telling me the advice 

given to them by their friends 

who just were married. They 

explain what they did and more 

often than not, it’s usually based 

on just one experience from 

their own wedding, which isn’t 

always relatable or even the 

norm. 

When you hire a 

professional planner, they are 

there to support you, guide you 

and help you plan for what you 

are looking for, but they are 

also there to make sure that you 

truly are getting what you want 

and need. 

I am always asked about 

details of the wedding, vendors 

to book, costs and so many 

other items, but my answers 

come from years of experience, 

education and knowledge of 

planning over 600 weddings. 

We have a wheelhouse of 

experience that will ensure 

that you are not booking and 

overpaying for something you 

do not need. We will make sure 

to match you with vendors that 

make sense for your style and 

budget and we will give sound 

advice on each step of the 

process and support you from 

beginning to end. 

So, what is the first thing 

that we, as planners, do for 

you? This is brought up so 

many times in the “where to 

start” conversation. The most 

common thing I hear people 

commenting on is finding a 

venue and picking a date.

How can you book a venue 

without knowing your venue 

budget? How many people 

are you going to have on your 

invite list? Does that venue offer 

everything you want for your 

wedding? Most of my couples 

book me before anything else 

because I can help with finding 

the perfect venue that meets 

all their needs. However, some 

book after they have their date 

and venue, and it never fails 

that at some point, they will 

come to me with an idea and 

my first question is, “Will your 

venue allow this?” The answer 

is almost always, “I’m not sure. 

We never asked.”

That leads us to the first 

steps of planning a wedding. 

Step 1: Go over the guest list 

with your fiancé and families. 

Step 2: Decide on a budget 

that you feel comfortable with 

for the wedding, as a whole. 

Step 3: Does that budget 

match the guest list? 

This is usually the most 

missed step. There is a common 

misconception with weddings, 

that you have a budget and 

guest list and it just has to work, 

no matter what, but that’s not 

how budgets work. If you have 

200 people on your list and 

your budget is $10K, more than 

likely, you will not be able to 

make that work. Fifty to 60% 

of your budget is based on per 

person costs, for example: 

Tables, chairs, table set up 

(silverware, glasses, etc.), décor, 

food and beverage. That means, 

if you have 200 people at $10K, 

$6K of that is spent on these 

items, giving you only $30 per 

person to work with. Logically, 

your food costs are more than 

this, alone.  

This is where you need to 

make sure that your budget 

matches your guest count. If it 

doesn’t, then you either need to 

adjust the budget or adjust the 

guest count. This by far, is the 

hardest pill to swallow because 

you may not be able to invite 

every person, while staying 

within your budget, but that’s 

where Step 4 comes in. 

Step 4: Hire a planner.

A planner will sit down 

with you and look over your 

budget, then build a realistic 

budget based on your guest 

count, vendors and all the 

details that go into planning, 

such as invitations, signage, 

attire, wedding rings, décor 

and details. All these things 

easily add up to thousands of 

dollars, which the couple is not 

prepared for.

I go over every detail of 

a couple’s wedding from 

guest count, location, design 

elements, vendors, what details 

need to be in the budget and 

so on. Then I build what is 

considered standard pricing 

for everything they want, to see 

if it matches what they want to 

spend. If it does, we move on to 

Step 5. But if it doesn’t, then we 

have to readjust it until it makes 

sense for what they wan. 

Once the budget and guest 

count are in a place, then we 

dive into Step 5. 

Step 5: Going through design 

and details. 

What do you want the 

wedding to look like? What type 

of décor are you looking for? 

What overall style do you want? 

What type of food and drinks do 

you want to serve? Do you want 

a live band? Do you have to party 

until 1 a.m. or does 10 p.m. work 

with an after party somewhere? 

Are we planning to hang things 

from the ceiling? Do you need 

certain cocktail offered?

Step 5 is all about finding 

the deep-down details of the 

wedding so we can move on to 

Step 6, which is researching 

venues. 

Step 6 is taking the guest 

count, budget, details, location, 

needs versus wants and then 

compiling them into finding 

that perfect venue. 

Approximately 95% of the 

couples who book my services 

after finding a venue, have 

missed all these steps.

At this point, we can work 

around some things, but not 

everything, which means 

sometimes certain items need 

to be excluded from the original 

wish list. 

The perfect venue is out 

there, but it is not the first step 

in planning a wedding. Take the 

time to look at everything and 

build the guest list and budget 

first. This will only help ensure 

you are getting everything you 

are hoping for at your wedding. 

Call Cassandra Lee & Co. 

Events, to plan your special day. 

661-802-9572 or send email to 

events@cassandraleeco.com
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Name: METRO FLOORS; Width: 352 pt; Depth: 3.5 in; Color: Black plus one; Ad 
Number: 4233463

Monday-Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday 9am-5pm

Contractors License # 482566

44109 N. Yucca, Lancaster (CROSS STREETS-DIVISION & J-5) 

www.metrofloorsinc.com • 942-1185

FINANCING AVAILABLE • 1 YEAR NO INTEREST O.A.C.
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SENIOR CITIZEN
FLOORING

55 Years Young & Up
I.D. Required 

Not to be combined with any other offer
On all in-stock carpet, vinyl and tile

Expires 3-31-2020 
*ASK STORE FOR LIMITATIONS & DETAILS

OR CITIZEN
G

Sale!Sale!
20% 
DISCOUNT

FREE 

FURNITURE

MOVING*

Name: GEORGES CLEANERS; Width: 352 pt; Depth: 3.5 in; Color: Black plus one; 
Ad Number: 4232416

44759 N. Beech Ave. 
Open: Mon-Sat
661-942-4124

5023 W. Ave. M
Open 7 Days

661-943-3011

38729 Tierra Subida
Open 7 days

661-273-3011
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$90
Wedding Dress

Preservation
Cleaned, Preserved 

and Boxed

(See Store for Details) Must present this coupon with order, 
must pre-pay, in-store only. Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 10/24/20. We honor other coupons.

Wedding Dress…
     to Treasure aForever!


