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BEST BITES
ANTELOPE VALLEY’S DINING GUIDE

Serving Antelope Valley For 55 Years

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

Open for DinnerOpen for Dinner

43528 20th Street W.43528 20th Street W. 
LancasterLancaster 

661-948-6502661-948-6502

1228 W. Avenue I1228 W. Avenue I 
LancasterLancaster  

661-940-9177661-940-9177

33317 Santiago Road33317 Santiago Road 
ActonActon  

661-269-1521661-269-1521

Excludes weekends and holidays

50% OFF
on any

BREAKFAST  
or

LUNCH

Offer Expires: 7-29-2026 AV Press

4X2 BREAKFAST $8.50
Monday-Friday 8am - 11am
2 Eggs, 2 Bacon, 2 Sausage,

2 French Toast or 2 Pancakes

CHEESEBURGER
COMBO $12.75 + TAX 

Includes fries & soft drink

Open Daily 7AM-2PM
44303 N. Sierra Hwy. & Ave. J-2

Lancaster • 661-942-7760

Buy One, Get One 
Entrée
1/2 Price
Of Equal or Lesser Value
Not Valid With Any Other Offer,  
Holiday Or Coupon. Dine-In Only.
1 Coupon Per Table. Expires 7/31/2026

available  here

Only 

INDOOR & PATIO DINING • To-Go Orders Avail.

JAMAICA’S ISLAND STYLE 
TAKEOUT RESTAURANT, 
specializing in authentic, high-
quality Caribbean cuisine.

“The Home of good vibes, and 
Great Food”

For over 13 years, entrepreneur 
Yocasta Woodside held onto a 
vision: to open a restaurant that 
would bring the authentic, vibrant 
flavors of the Caribbean straight 
to the region. Today, that dream is 
not only a reality, but it is officially 
setting the standard for local 
cuisine.

Approaching its second year of 
business, Jamaica’s Island Style 
Takeout has firmly established itself 
as a community staple. In just over 
a year, the restaurant—founded by 
Woodside alongside his wife and 
partner, Jacqueline Dove—has 
skyrocketed in popularity, earning 
the coveted title of the #1 top-rated 

Jamaican restaurant in the entire 
Antelope Valley.

The community’s response 
hasn’t just been enthusiastic—it’s 
been statistically overwhelming. 
In a highly competitive local food 
scene, Jamaica’s Island Style 
Takeout has achieved rare, near-
perfect acclaim across every major 
digital platform:

Google - An exceptional, 4.8-star 
rating, backed by more than 323 
reviews in just over a year.

 Facebook - A flawless, 5-star 
rating from the community.

 Yelp - A stellar 4.6-star rating, 
cementing its status as a local 
favorite.

“Seeing the Antelope Valley 
embrace us so completely is 
proof that the wait was worth it,” 
Woodside reflects. “We spent 
13 years holding onto this vision 
because we wanted to bring 
something truly special to the 

region. To see those numbers 
and read those reviews from our 
neighbors means everything to us.”

That long-term vision, combined 
with the shared dedication and 
support of Jacqueline Dove, has 
proven to be a winning formula. 
Together, they have crafted a 
takeout experience that pairs the 
convenience of a quick-service 
stop with the high-quality, slow-
cooked depth of flavor that 
authentic island cuisine demands.

From perfectly charred jerk 
dishes to rich, savory 

stews, every item reflects the 
passion Woodside carried for 
over a decade. By maintaining 
uncompromising standards and 
using precise spice profiles, 
the restaurant has successfully 
introduced a high-end taste profile 
to the local takeout scene, keeping 
a loyal rush of regulars coming 
back daily.

For Woodside and Dove, the 
accolades and stellar ratings are 
wonderful, but the connection to 
the people of the Antelope Valley 
matters most. Their success is built 
on a foundation of professional 
integrity and a deep respect for 
their customers.

“We wanted to build something 
the whole community could be 
proud of,” Woodside says. “Our 
philosophy has always been that 
we are the home of good vibes 
and great food. We are incredibly 
grateful to the Antelope Valley for 
welcoming us into their lives, and 
we look forward to serving this 
region for many more years to 
come.”

Whether you are a longtime 
regular or have yet to experience 
the valley’s top-rated spot, 
Jamaica’s Island Style Takeout is 
ready to serve you a taste of the 
islands.

Home of good vibes, and great food.

COMING UP IN THE VALLEY
AV ALTA FC (United Soccer League One)
■ Sunday vs. Charlotte, 8 p.m.
■ Wednesday vs. C.D. FAS (International), 7:30 p.m.
■ July 11 vs. Phoenix (USL Cup), 8 p.m.

COMING UP IN SOCAL
ANGELS (Major League Baseball)
■ Today at Seattle, 6:40 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Friday vs. Boston, 6:38 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Saturday vs. Boston, 6:38 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV

DODGERS (Major League Baseball)
■ Today vs. San Diego, 7:10 p.m., SportsNetLA/MLB
■ Friday vs. San Diego, 7:10 p.m., SportsNetLA
■ Saturday vs. San Diego, 7:10 p.m., SportsNetLA

GALAXY (Major League Soccer)
■ July 17 vs. LAFC, 7:45 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 22 vs. St. Louis, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV
■ July 25 at San Jose, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV

LOS ANGELES FC (Major League Soccer)
■ July 17 at Galaxy, 7:45 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 22 vs. Salt Lake, 7:30 p.m., FS1/AppleTV
■ July 25 vs. Kansas City, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV

ANGEL CITY FC (NWSL)
■ Friday vs. Orlando, 7 p.m., Prime Video
■ July 11 at San Diego, 5:45 p.m., ION
■ July 18 at Chicago, 3:30 p.m., ION

SPARKS (WNBA)
■ Monday vs. Seattle, 7 p.m., USA/SpectrumSN
■ Wednesday vs. Indiana, 7 p.m., USA/SpectrumSN
■ July 10 vs. Chicago, 7 p.m., ION

ON TV TODAY
AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL (Men’s)
■ AFL: Western at Sydney, 2:25 a.m. (Friday), FS2

CANADIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE
■ Toronto at Calgary, 6 p.m., CBSSN

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: BMW International Open, First Round, Golfclub München Eichen-
ried, Munich, 3:30 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour Champions: U.S. Senior Open Championship, First Round, Scioto 
Country Club, Columbus, Ohio, 8 a.m., GOLF; 2:30 p.m., NBCSN
■ PGA Tour: John Deere Classic, First Round, TPC Deere Run, Silvis, Ill., 1 p.m., GOLF
■ DP World Tour: BMW International Open, Second Round, Golfclub München 
Eichenried, Munich, 3:30 a.m. (Friday), GOLF

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Pittsburgh at Philadelphia (9:35 a.m.), 9:30 a.m., MLB
■ Miami at Colorado (joined in progress) (12:10 p.m.), 12:30 p.m., MLB
■ Angels at Seattle, 6:40 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ San Diego at L.A. Dodgers (7:10 p.m.), 7 p.m., MLB/SportsNetLA

RUGBY (Men’s)
■ 2026 World Junior Championships Pool Stage: England vs. U.S., Pool C, Tbilisi, 
Georgia, 7 a.m., CBSSN

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Spain vs. Austria, Round of 32, Inglewood, Noon, FOX
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Portugal vs. Croatia, Round of 32, Toronto, 4 p.m., FOX
■ USL League One: Knoxville at Boise, 6:30 p.m., ESPN2
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Switzerland vs. Algeria, Round of 32, Vancouver, 
British Columbia, 8 p.m., FS1

SOFTBALL
■ Athletes Unlimited: Cascade at Bandits, 4 p.m., ESPN

TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, Second Round, London, 3 a.m., ESPN
■ ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, Second Round and Ladies’ Doubles First Round, London, 
3 p.m., TENNIS

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Dallas at Connecticut, 5 p.m., Prime Video

ON TV FRIDAY
AUTO RACING
■ Formula 1: Practice, Silverstone Circuit, Towcester, United Kingdom, 4:30 a.m., 
Apple TV; Sprint Qualifying, 8:30 a.m., Apple TV
■ Indy NXT Series: Practice, Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Lexington, Ohio, 11 a.m., FS2
■ NTT IndyCar Series: Practice, Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, Lexington, Ohio, Noon, 
FS2

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: BMW International Open, Second Round, Golfclub München 
Eichenried, Munich, 3:30 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour Champions: U.S. Senior Open Championship, Second Round, Scioto 
Country Club, Columbus, Ohio, 8 a.m., GOLF; 2:30 p.m., NBCSN
■ PGA Tour: John Deere Classic, Second Round, TPC Deere Run, Silvis, Ill., 1 p.m., 
GOLF

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ St. Louis at Chicago Cubs (1:05 p.m.), 1 p.m., MLB
■ Chicago White Sox at Cleveland (4:10 p.m.), 4 p.m., MLB
■ Tampa Bay at Houston, 5:10 p.m., Apple TV
■ Milwaukee at Arizona, 6:40 p.m., Apple TV
■ Toronto at Seattle (7:10 p.m.), 7 p.m., MLB

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Summer League: TBA, 4 p.m., ESPN2
■ Summer League: TBA, 6 p.m., ESPN2

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Australia vs. Egypt, Round of 32, Arlington, Texas, 
11 a.m., FOX
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Argentina vs. Cape Verde, Round of 32, Miami 
Gardens, Fla., 3 p.m., FOX
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Colombia vs. Ghana, Round of 32, Kansas City, 
Mo., 6:30 p.m., FOX

TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, Third Round, London, 3 a.m., ESPN; 3 a.m. (Saturday), ESPN

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Minnesota at New York, 4:30 p.m., ION
■ Chicago at Las Vegas, 7 p.m., ION

ON TV SATURDAY
EATING COMPETITION
■ Nathan’s Famous Hot Dog Eating Contest: From Coney Island, N.Y., 9 a.m., ESPN2

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: BMW International Open, Third Round, Golfclub München Eichen-
ried, Munich, 4 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour: John Deere Classic, Third Round, TPC Deere Run, Silvis, Ill., 10 a.m., 
GOLF; Noon, CBS
■ PGA Tour Champions: U.S. Senior Open Championship, Third Round, Scioto 
Country Club, Columbus, Ohio, 11 a.m., NBC

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Pittsburgh at Washington (8:05 a.m.), 8 a.m., MLB
■ Toronto at Seattle (1:10 p.m.), 1 p.m., MLB
■ Regional Coverage: N.Y. Mets at Atlanta (5:08 p.m.) OR St. Louis at Chicago Cubs 
(5:08 p.m.), 5 p.m., FOX
■ Milwaukee at Arizona (6:40 p.m.), 6:30 p.m., MLB
■ Toronto at Seattle (7:10 p.m.), 7 p.m., MLB

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Summer League: TBA, 4 p.m., ESPN
■ Summer League: TBA, 6 p.m., ESPN

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Canada vs. Morocco, Round of 16, Houston,  
10 a.m., FOX
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Paraguay vs. France, Round of 16, Philadelphia, 
2 p.m., FOX

SOFTBALL
■ Athletes Unlimited: Volts at Bandits, 1:30 p.m., CBSSN
■ Athletes Unlimited: Cascade at Spark, 4 p.m., ESPNU
■ Athletes Unlimited: Blaze at Talons, 6 p.m., CBSSN

Planner

LONDON — The roars 
began even before Serena Wil-
liams stepped on Centre Court. 
Then they grew louder when 
the 23-time Grand Slam cham-
pion arrived to play her first sin-
gles match in nearly four years.

And when it was all over 
and the 44-year-old Williams 
had performed admirably in a 
three-set defeat to an opponent 
less than half  her age in the 
opening round of  Wimbledon 
with her two daughters cheer-
ing her on, Williams smiled as 
she walked off to a loud round 
of  applause.

“It was really great to be 
back at Wimbledon. I never 
expected to be here,” Williams, 
who did not meet with media 
after the match, said in a state-
ment released by Wimbledon 
organizers. “The atmosphere 
was amazing. Walking out was 
amazing. I definitely relished it 
and missed it and enjoyed the 
moment more than anything.”

In a 6-3, 6-7 (6), 6-3 loss 
to 20-year-old Maya Joint of  
Australia on Tuesday, Williams 
showed she can still crank out 
serves faster than 120 mph and 
dictate points with her heavy 
groundstrokes.

Movement was an issue for 
Williams, though, and the 87th-
ranked Joint was able to handle 
Williams’ pace and win more of  
the big points by hitting beyond 
the American’s reach.

Williams announced on 
Wednesday that she tweaked 
her right knee toward the end 
of  the first set but said she still 
hopes to play doubles with sister 
Venus later in the week.

Serena, a 23-time Grand 
Slam singles champion who 
won seven of  her titles at Wim-
bledon, did not ask for medical 
treatment during the match and 
did not meet with media after-
ward.

“Serena tweaked her right 
knee at the end of  the first set 
and was therefore excused from 
her media obligations by the 
Wimbledon and WTA med-

ical teams,” said Jill Smoller, 
Williams’ agent. “She left site 
that night unaided and is doing 
everything she can to be ready 
for her doubles match later this 
week.”

Williams confirmed the in-
jury on Instagram and added, 
“It felt so good to be back on 
the grass (at) Wimbledon. I’m 
incredibly thankful for the wild 
card — and even more grateful 
my daughters got to see that it’s 
never too late to chase some-
thing you love.

“Congratulations to Maya 
Joint on a great match, and 
thank you to everyone who 
showed up and showed me so 
much love. That feeling will 
never get old,” Williams added.

While Williams played two 
doubles matches just before 
Wimbledon to announce her 
comeback to the sport she once 
dominated, she hadn’t played 
a singles match since the 2022 
U.S. Open.

“She has such an aura, she’s 
just a legend and this court has 
so many huge names that have 
played on it,” Joint added. “I’ve 
been dreaming about this mo-
ment since I was a little kid, so 
this is pretty crazy.”

Williams has 98 career vic-
tories and seven titles in singles 
on the hallowed grass of  the 
All England Club. By contrast, 
it was Joint’s first Wimbledon 
victory in just her second ap-
pearance at the All England 
Club after losing in the opening 

round last year.
But Joint won a Wimbledon 

warmup in nearby Eastbourne 
last year and knows how to play 
on grass.
DOUBLES MATCH STILL 

TO COME
Williams, who has no singles 

ranking after being out for so 
long, was given wild card invita-
tions by Wimbledon organizers 
to play singles and also doubles 
with older sister Venus. Her 
doubles match will come later 
in the week.

Williams has said that hav-
ing her two daughters off from 
school inspired her comeback 
and it marked the first time that 
her youngest daughter, Adira, 
who is almost 3, saw her play 
singles. Adira sat next to her 
8-year-old sister, Olympia in the 
front row of  Serena’s players’ 
box.

STANDING OVATION
Fans started cheering when 

Williams’ name was announced 
as the next match on Centre 
Court and then they gave her a 
standing ovation as she walked 
out before the match started 
under a closed roof. Several 
supporters held up signs with 
messages like “Welcome Back” 
and one wore a T-shirt that said 
“Unstoppable Queen.”

Williams executed a deli-
cate topspin lob winner early 
on and then cranked out a 121 
mph ace to hold for 3-3 in the 
first set. But Williams also had a 

costly double-fault which led to 
the only break of  the first set.

In the second set, Williams 
came back from 0-40 and saved 
four break points to hold for 6-5. 
Then Williams saved a match 
point in the tiebreaker with a 
big serve down the T followed 
by a forehand approach winner. 
Another big serve — clocking 
in at 122 mph — set up Sere-
na’s first set point, which she 
converted when Joint missed a 
forehand long.

After winning the set, Wil-
liams pumped her fist calmly.

But Joint took control early in 
the third and a forehand from 
Williams sailed long on Joint’s 
third match point to conclude 
the encounter after 2 hours, 22 
minutes.

Williams and Joint both had 
37 unforced errors, while Joint 
led 40-26 in winners.

ZVEREV AND SWIATEK 
ADVANCE

After the opening day fea-
tured wins for No. 1s Jannik 
Sinner and Aryna Sabalenka, 
along with Novak Djokovic, 
French Open champion Alex-
ander Zverev and defending 
Wimbledon champion Iga 
Swiatek made it into the second 
round on Tuesday.

In a match between hard 
servers, the second-seeded 
Zverev beat Alexander Blockx 
6-4, 6-7 (8), 7-6 (5), 7-6 (0).

Swiatek, who had her father 
and sister looking on from the 
Royal Box, struggled with her 
serve and committed nine dou-
ble-faults before overcoming 
Taylor Townsend 6-1, 2-6, 6-3.

No. 2 Elena Rybakina also 
advanced, beating Lois Boisson 
6-4, 1-6, 6-3.

Fourth-seeded Ben Shelton, 
a quarterfinalist here last year, 
lost to 140th-ranked Finnish 
qualifier Otto Virtanen in five 
sets, going out 6-4, 3-6, 6-7 (8), 
6-2, 7-6 (9).

Also, 2021 finalist Matteo 
Berrettini beat Stan Wawrin-
ka 6-7 (7), 7-6 (16), 7-6 (7), 7-6 
(5). It was the final Wimbledon 
match for Wawrinka, who plans 
to retire at the end of  the year.

Serena ‘enjoyed the moment’ despite loss
Tennis | Wimbledon | TuesdayTennis | Wimbledon | Tuesday

By ANDREW DAMPF
Associated Press

Associated Press
Serena Williams (left) and Maya Joint, of Australia, shake hands 
at the end of their first round women’s singles match at the 
Wimbledon Tennis Championships, Tuesday, in London.

racket in disgust and later 
smashed it into her bag before 
leaving Centre Court.

“What a match,” Krejciko-
va said, trying to sum it all up. 
“What a match.”

Earlier, No. 1 ranked Aryna 
Sabalenka and Jannik Sinner 
both advanced in straight sets, 
with Coco Gauff and Naomi 
Osaka also reaching the third 
round. Novak Djokovic finished 
off Day 3 by beating Stefanos 
Tsitsipas 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 on Centre 
Court to continue his quest for a 
25th major title.

Krejcikova is a two-time 
Grand Slam winner, also tak-
ing the 2021 French Open title, 
but has struggled with back and 
knee injuries and has fallen to 
No. 38 in the rankings.

Andreeva had shown signs of  
frustration throughout the third 
set — including when her bead 
bracelet broke during a point at 
1-1 and she had to spend a few 
moments picking beads out of  
the grass along the baseline and 
throwing them toward the back 
of  the court.

Two ball kids and the chair 
umpire joined her in cleaning 
up before play resumed.

There was also some loud 
cheers during the third set that 
had nothing to do with ten-
nis. Some in the Centre Court 
crowd had half  an eye on 
England’s World Cup match 
against Congo and celebrated 

both of  Harry Kane’s goals and 
the final whistle.

Gauff came from a break 
down in the third set and then 
won the last six points of  the 
tiebreaker to beat Solana Sierra 
6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7).

Gauff was two points away 
from losing the match when Si-
erra served at 5-4 in the third set 
but won three straight points to 
break back.

“When she had to serve for 
the match I just reminded my-
self  that I’m a great returner 
as well,” Gauff said. “I was just 
trying to be positive and I think 
that showed.”

Gauff had her breakthrough 
at Wimbledon in 2019 when 
she reached the fourth round 
as a 15-year-old, beating Venus 
Williams in the first round. As it 
happens, that win over Williams 
also came on July 1 on No. 1 
Court.

“It was kind of  my breakout 
moment, and playing against 
one of  my idols was insane,” 
Gauff said. “Every time I walk 
down this hallway I get deja vu 
and I just remind myself, like, 
if  I could do that (seven) years 
ago, I’m definitely a better play-
er since then. So I definitely can 
do it now.”

Osaka showed off a new look 
again before winning her sec-
ond-round match.

Osaka, whose fashion reveals 
have become an event of  their 
own at Grand Slam tourna-
ments, wore a less elaborate 
outfit for her walk-on than the 

“Kill Bill” inspired kimono she 
sported for her opening-round 
match on Monday.

It still drew plenty of  atten-
tion as she made the walk from 
the locker room to No. 2 Court, 
trailed by photographers and 
fans wanting to take their own 
photos.

This all-white outfit featured 
a wide belt and a long train that 
trailed behind her, which the 
four-time major winner took 
off as she began warming up 
for her match against qualifier 
Anastasia Gasanova.

She went on to quickly dis-
patch Gasanova 6-3, 6-2.

“I’m just trying to mix it up 
a little bit,” Osaka said about 
her outfit, adding she had been 
worried that a loss might have 
ruined her daughter Shai’s third 
birthday on Thursday.

“I just wanted to be here for 
longer, I didn’t want to make 
her get on a plane on her birth-
day,” Osaka said.

Sabalenka soon followed her 
into the third round, beating 
McCartney Kessler 6-1, 7-6 (9) 

on No. 1 Court.
Sinner, the defending cham-

pion who came from a set down 
twice to win in five sets in the 
first round, had a more com-
fortable victory Wednesday. 
Sinner beat Nuno Borges 7-6 
(4), 7-6 (2), 6-4 in the first match 
on Centre Court.

It wasn’t entirely straightfor-
ward for the Italian, though, as 
he had to break back for 5-5 
when Borges served for the sec-
ond set, before winning in just 
over 2 1/2 hours.

“Second set was very, very 
tough,” Sinner said.

Other winners included 
French Open runner-up Flavio 
Cobolli, No. 8 Daniil Medve-
dev, No. 17 Frances Tiafoe and 
No. 21 Tommy Paul.

On Tuesday, Serena Wil-
liams returned to Centre Court 
but lost in three sets to Maya 
Joint in her first singles match in 
nearly four years. Williams, who 
tweaked her knee in the match, 
still hopes to play doubles with 
sister Venus later in the week.

TENNIS
From B1

Coco Gauff drops 
her racket as she 
celebrates her 
victory against 
Solana Sierra, 
of Argentina, 
in their second 
round women’s 
singles match at 
the Wimbledon 
Tennis 
Championships, 
Wednesday, in 
London.
Associated Press

Liberty 93, Aces 85
NEW YORK — Breanna Stewart and 

Sabrina Ionsecu wouldn’t let the New 
York Liberty come away without the 
Commissioner’s Cup championship in 
front of their home crowd.

Ionescu scored 26 points — her best 
offensive effort of the season — and 
Stewart added 25 points and 11 
rebounds to help the Liberty beat the Las 
Vegas Aces 93-85, winning the in-season 
tournament Tuesday night.

“To win our second one, it’s special 
to do it in Barclays with our fans,” said 
Stewart, who earned MVP honors of the 
game.

New York became the first team to win 

the tournament twice, also beating the 
Aces in Las Vegas in 2023.

Ionescu has been recovering from a 
back issue that sidelined her for a bit after 
an ankle injury took her out for the start 
of the season. She has stayed patient and 
confident that she would eventually get 
back to her All-Star form.

“I always continued to have that belief 
in myself since I know the work I put 
in,” Ionescu said. “(An) injury or two isn’t 
going to diminish who I am.”

The fans chanted her name as the team 
accepted the championship trophy from 
WNBA Commissioner Cathy Engelbert.

Las Vegas was missing four-time MVP 
A’ja Wilson, who tweaked her right 

ankle on Sunday in a win over Chicago. 
The Aces gave the Liberty all they could 
handle thanks to the stellar play of Jackie 
Young, who scored 25 of her 31 points in 
the second half.

“Do what I can to help our team win. 
Unfortunately we fell short tonight,” 
Young said.

The Aces led 71-69 early in the fourth 
quarter before New York went on a 15-2 
run to take back control. Pauline Astier got 
the run started with a 3-pointer with 7:08 
left and the Liberty were off and running.

Ionescu’s 3-pointer capped the burst 
and made it 84-73 with 3:39 left. Las 
Vegas wasn’t done, getting within 86-82 
on Young’s 3 with 2:26 left. She had 
a chance to get the Aces within three 
with 37 seconds remaining, but missed 

a contested layup. Ionescu then hit a 
3-pointer on the other end to seal the 
victory.

“Thought she played phenomenal,” 
Aces coach Becky Hammon said of 
Young. “That shot wasn’t what won or lost 
the game. She’s a perfectionist, demands 
a lot out of herself. Needs to give herself a 
little more grace.”

The Aces got a scare 90 seconds into 
the game when Chelsea Gray went down 
after getting hit in the nose. The All-Star 
guard was down for a few minutes before 
she went back to the locker room with a 
towel draped over her head. She returned 
a few minutes later.

Gray deadpanned after the game 
when asked about her nose that it was 
“attached.”

WNBA | Commissioner’s Cup Final | Tuesday


