BEETLE BAILEY BY GREG WALKER, BRIAN WALKER AND NEAL WALKER
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DUMPLINGS BY VICTOR VAN ACKER

BLON DIE BY DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL
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ZITS BY JERRY SCOTT AND JIM BORGMAN

MOM, HOW Do YOU
GETTOTHAT PIZZA
PLACE YOU LIKEP

ROYAL STARS

YOUR DAILY HOROSCOPE FROM GEORGIA NICOLS
The day ahead: * * % % % = Dynamic; % % k% = Positive; % *x * = Average; * * = So-so; * = Difficult

Moon Alert: There are no restrictions to
shopping or important decisions today.
The Moon is in CAPRICORN.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) ** With your
ruler Mars at the top of your chart for
the first time since 2024, your ambition
is aroused! You're up for anything. If com-
mitted to an idea, you will give it all you've
got. However, today news from the media
or publishing sources might confuse or
depress you. Maybe it's time for a news
fast? Tonight: Make travel plans.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) * % Postpone
important discussions about finances,
shared property, banking issues and in-
heritances for another day, because con-
fusion is very likely today. In addition to
which negative thinking might be at play
as well. Instead, do something different.
Get out of your rut. Tonight: You may re-
ceive a gift.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) % * Don’t be dis-
appointed if conversations with spouses,
partners and close friends are unrealistic
and discouraging. Authority figures and
situations might block what you want.
Keep a low profile and watch from a dis-
tance. Tonight: Relations improve.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) % The best way
to do deal with this day is to “go along
to get along” with partners, spouses and
friends. Work-related issues might be
challenging, especially when dealing with
authority figures. If someone disappoints
you (which is entirely likely), just let it go.
Don’'t make a fuss. Tonight: Sweet des-
serts appeal.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) % You enjoy movies,
artistic events and fun socializing, which
is why today you might be disappointed
in how something turns out. Perhaps ask
yourself if your expectations were realis-
tic. Romance also might disappoint you. If
you have kids, be there for them. Tonight:
Be sociable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) %% Because
family relations could go south in a New
York minute today, your best option is to
get out and seek some fun in the enter-
tainment world or at a sports event, or
perhaps socialize with someone. Playful
activities with kids might be rewarding.
Make your own happiness today. Stay
lighthearted. Tonight: Entertain.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) ** Your energy
level is lower today, and it's easy to feel
disappointed by how something turns
out. You expected more. Don’t focus on
that. Instead, enjoy doing something with
your family. Relax at home. A woman's
place is in the house, and in the Senate.
Tonight: Be grateful.

TODAY’S ANSWER

THERE TO BE STARED

IT'S NOT OUR FAULT
THE VOID IS ALWAYS

INTO.

THATS REALLY
HOW PEOPLE
USED TOGET
DIRECTIONS?
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WANT THIS OR

WEIRD
RIGHTP

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For Saturday, Dec. 20, 2025:

You are vigorous, practical and
progressive. You're also a leader who
has conviction. This year change
will bring you increased freedom.
Stay flexible. Let go of whatever
impedes your growth. Seek out new
opportunities and be ready to act on
them. Expect to expand your world.

BORN TODAY

Actor Jonah Hill (1983), singer, actress
JoJo (1990), audio engineer, songwriter
Alan Parsons (1948)

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) ** Avoid im-

portant financial decisions and major
purchases today. You might need more
facts or information. If you're confused
or deceived, you might make a bad pur-
chase and regret it. (Could be anything.)
Find someone who will listen to you today,
because you need to share your thoughts.
Tonight: Buy something pretty.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) ** To-

day it might feel challenging to be posi-
tive-minded because duties and respon-
sibilities restrict your options. Authority
figures might be demanding. Or perhaps
it's the reality of domestic responsibili-
ties. Life is like a tin of sardines — all of
us are looking for the key. Tonight: You're
charming.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) *** Many

people feel low-energy or despondent
today. Be comforted by the fact that
with Mars in your sign, you have energy
— plus, with the Moon in your sign to-
day, things will tend to go your way. You
can test this by asking the universe for
a favor. See what happens. Tonight: Sol-
itude.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) ** Be forgiv-

ing with others if you feel disappointed or
diminished in some way. For some reason,
these things are happening today, and
many times quite unintentionally. Don't
take it personally. Tomorrow is a better
day. Tonight: Friendships.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) % This is not

the day to ask authority figures for per-
mission or approval for anything — this
includes parents, bosses, VIPs, teachers
and the police. Put everything on hold
and just skate through today. Tomorrow,
things will be easier. Take each day one at
a time. It's always darkest before it gets
pitch black. Tonight: Patience.
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YT WAS ALMOST GOOD'
DoES THAT COUNT 27

THE FAMILY CIRCUS

“He wants you to carry
him, Mommy.”

SNERT WAS TOO
SICK To P.ET'QJ Eve

Dr‘ Bender .
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Complete the grid so that every
row, column and 3x3 box contains
every digit from 1to 9 inclusively.
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Difficulty: s %% % 12/20
SHEFFER CROSSWORD
ACROSS 38 Work 4 Prof’s 23 Journalist
1 Michelan- unit aides Tarbell
gelo mas- 40 Halt 5 Guaca- 24 “Kapow!”
terpiece 42 Jokester mole 25 Gl's
6 Blame 44 “— girll” needs address
12 Com- 46 Footnote 6 Human 26 Broken
poser abbr. rights chord
Mahler 50 Car part lawyer 28 Declines
13 Tousles that may Clooney to vote
14 Melodi- purr 7 Extracts 30 Verse by
ous 52 Set afire 8 Chicago Neruda
15 Tennis 54 Living winter 31 Reuben
great things hrs. bread
Gibson 55 Jot down 9 Theater 33 Suffix
16 Sean of 56 Nike worker’s with cash
“Mystic symbol job 34 Greek P
River” 57 Cheeky 10 Appear 39 Jets and
17 Honey- 11 Jacob’s Sharks
comb unit DOWN twin 41 Pub
19 Big bird 1 Chaste 12 Opening orders
20 “Don’t 2 “The 18 Optom- 42 Spiders’
move!” doctor —” etrist’'s snares
22 Knight's 3 Short exam 43 Fresh
address jackets 21 Twitch 45 New Age
24 “Sheep!’sh Solution time: 26 mins. pianist
Hello! John
27 Notion Ic_> 47 Prejudice
29 Perfume [&) 48 — -bitty
brand = 49 Ruby of
32 Fruity N films
liqueur ) 51 Daughter
35 Sulk v of
36 Meeting, | [ I Cadmus
in slang 53 Small
37 “My Indian
word!” Yesterday’s answer 12-20 state
-1 2 3 4 5 6 [7 [8 [o [io [11
12 13
14 15
- i i
20 |21 23
24 |25 |26 27 29 30 |31
32 34
35 36 37
38 39 40 41
42 |43 -44 45 46 |47 |48 |49
50 51 52 |53
54 55
56 57




