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COMING UP IN THE VALLEY
AV ALTA FC (United Soccer League One)
■ Saturday vs. One Knoxville SC, 7:30 p.m.
■ Sept. 13 at Portland, 6 p.m.
■ Sept. 19 at Forward Madison FC, 6 p.m.

ANTELOPE VALLEY COLLEGE
■ Football: Saturday at West LA, 1 p.m.
■ W Volleyball: Saturday at LA Mission Tournament, TBA
■ W Golf: Sept. 21 at Moorpark (WSC #2) at Sterling Hills GC, 11 a.m.
■ Cross Country: Friday at Oxnard Invite at Oxnard College, 9:30 a.m.
■ M Soccer: Friday vs. Chaffey, 4 p.m.
■ W Soccer: Friday vs. Chaffey, 2 p.m.

COMING UP IN SOCAL
ANGELS (Major League Baseball)
■ Friday at Pittsburgh, 3:45 p.m., Apple TV
■ Saturday at Pittsburgh, 3:40 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Sunday at Pittsburgh, 10:35 a.m., Angels Broadcast TV

DODGERS (Major League Baseball)
■ Today vs. St. Louis, 7:10 p.m., SportsNetLA
■ Friday vs. Washington, 7:10 p.m., SportsNetLA
■ Saturday vs. Washington, 6:10 p.m., SportsNetLA

GALAXY (Major League Soccer)
■ Saturday vs. New England, 6:30 p.m., Apple TV
■ Wednesday at Vancouver, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV
■ Sept. 12 vs. Seattle, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV

LOS ANGELES FC (Major League Soccer)
■ Saturday at Salt Lake, 6:30 p.m., Apple TV
■ Wednesday vs. New York, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV
■ Sept. 12 at Kansas City, 5:30 p.m., Apple TV

ANGEL CITY FC (NWSL)
■ Saturday at Louisville, 3:30 p.m., ION
■ Sept. 11 at Denver, 7 p.m., NWSL+/Victory+
■ Sept. 16 at Seattle, 7 p.m., NWSL+

SPARKS (WNBA)
■ Sept. 17 at Dallas, 5 p.m., USA/Spectrum SportsNet
■ Sept. 20 vs. Portland, 4 p.m., USA/Spectrum SportsNet
■ Sept. 22 at Las Vegas, 7 p.m., ESPN

CHARGERS (National Football League)
■ Regular season: Sept. 13 vs. Arizona, 1:25 p.m., CBS
■ Sept. 20 vs. Las Vegas, 1:05 p.m., CBS
■ Sept. 27 at Buffalo, 10 a.m., FOX

RAMS (National Football League)
■ Regular season: Sept. 10 vs. San Francisco, 5:35 p.m., Netflix
■ Sept. 21 vs. NY Giants, 5:15 p.m., ESPN/ABC
■ Sept. 27 at Denver, 5:20 p.m., NBC

UCLA (College Football — Big Ten)
■ Saturday at California, 7:30 p.m., ESPN
■ Sept. 12 vs. San Diego St., 4:15 p.m., BTN
■ Sept. 19 vs. Purdue, 8 p.m., BTN

USC (College Football — Big Ten)
■ Friday vs. Fresno St., 6 p.m., FOX
■ Sept. 12 vs. Louisiana, 8 p.m., BTN
■ Sept. 19 at Rutgers, 12:30 p.m., CBS

ON TV TODAY
AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL (Men’s)
■ AFL Postseason: Hawthorn at Fremantle, First Qualifying Final, 3 a.m., FS2
■ AFL Postseason: Carlton at Geelong, First Elimination Final, 2:30 a.m. (Friday), FS2

AUTO RACING
■ Formula 1: Practice, Autodromo Nazionale Monza, Monza Italy, 3:30 a.m. (Friday), 
Apple TV

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
■ UMass at Rutgers, 3 p.m., BTN
■ Akron at Wake Forest, 4 p.m., ACC
■ Colorado at Georgia Tech, 5 p.m., ESPN
■ E. Illinois at Minnesota, 5 p.m., NBCSN/Peacock
■ Ark.-Pine Bluff at Missouri, 5 p.m., SEC
■ UAB at Illinois, 6 p.m., BTN
■ Idaho at Utah, 6 p.m., ESPNU

COLLEGE SOCCER (Women’s)
■ Florida St. at Georgia, 3:30 p.m., ESPNU

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL (Women’s)
■ Auburn at Wisconsin, 5 p.m., FS1

CYCLING
■ UCI: 2026 Vuelta a España, Stage 12, 3:30 a.m., NBCSN

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: Omega European Masters, First Round, Crans-sur-Sierre GC, 
Crans Montana, Switzerland, 4:30 a.m., GOLF

HORSE RACING
■ Saratoga Live, 10 a.m., FS2

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Toronto at Cleveland (10:10 a.m.) OR San Francisco at Pittsburgh (joined in 
progress) (9:35 a.m.), 10 a.m., MLB
■ Regional Coverage: Boston at Baltimore (4:15 p.m.) OR Milwaukee at Chicago 
Cubs (4:15 p.m.), 4 p.m., FOX
■ Athletics at Seattle (6:40 p.m.), 6:30 p.m., MLB
■ St. Louis at Dodgers, 7:10 p.m., SportsNetLA

TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: U.S. Open, Second Round, New York, 8:30 a.m., ESPN; 4 p.m., ESPN2

ON TV FRIDAY
AUTO RACING
■ Indy NXT Series: Practice, WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey, Calif.,  
1 p.m., FS2; 3:30 p.m., FS2
■ NTT IndyCar Series: Practice, WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey, 
Calif., 2 p.m., FS2
■ Formula 1: Practice, Autodromo Nazionale Monza, Monza Italy, 3:30 a.m. 
(Saturday), Apple TV

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
■ Indiana St. at Purdue, 4 p.m., BTN
■ LIU at Kansas, 5 p.m., ESPNU
■ Toledo at Michigan St., 5 p.m., FS1
■ Miami at Stanford, 6 p.m., ESPN/ESPNU (Command Center)
■ Fresno St. at USC, 6 pm., FOX

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL (Women’s)
■ TCU at Louisville, 1 p.m., ACC

CYCLING
■ UCI: 2026 Vuelta a España, Stage 13, 5:30 a.m., NBCSN

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: Omega European Masters, Second Round, Crans-sur-Sierre GC, 
Crans Montana, Switzerland, 4:30 a.m., GOLF
■ 2026 Walker Cup: Team U.S. vs. Team GB&I, From Lahinch Golf Club in Lahinch, 
Clare, Ireland, 12:30 a.m. (Saturday), GOLF

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Angels at Pittsburgh, 3:40 p.m., Apple TV
■ Detroit at Cleveland, 4:10 p.m., Apple TV
■ Washington at Dodgers, 7:10 p.m., SportsNetLA

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ English Premier League: Liverpool at Ipswich Town, Noon, USA

TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: U.S. Open, Third Round, New York, 8:30 a.m., ESPN; 4 p.m., ESPN2

ON TV SATURDAY
AUTO RACING
■ Formula 1: Practice, Autodromo Nazionale Monza, Monza Italy, 3:30 a.m., Apple 
TV; Qualifying, 7 a.m., Apple TV
■ NTT IndyCar Series: Practice, WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey, 
Calif., 10 a.m., FS2; Qualifying, 1:30 p.m., FS2; Final practice, 5 p.m., FS2
■ Indy NXT Series: Qualifying, WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca, Monterey, Calif., 
Noon, FS2; Grand Prix of Monterey - Race 1, 3:30 p.m., FS2
■ NASCAR O’Reilly Auto Parts Series: Fleetio 200 - The Chase, Darlington Raceway, 
Darlington, S.C., 4:30 p.m., CW

Planner

Boise State (plus 24½) at  
No. 2 Oregon

Oregon needed a last-second field goal 
to win the last time these teams met, and 
there are always kinks to work out in an 
opener even for a star-studded cast. The 
Broncos have a three-year starter in QB 
Maddux Madsen and a run game that 
can control the ball, though that’s a big ask 
against maybe the best defensive front in 
the nation.

Pick: Oregon 42-21.
Wisconsin vs. No. 4 Notre Dame 

(minus 20½) in Green Bay
Notre Dame is a team on a mission af-

ter getting left out of  the College Football 
Playoff, and Heisman Trophy co-favorite 
CJ Carr should flourish on the big stage 
Sunday night against a defense that has a 
work-in-progress pass rush and a rebuild-
ing secondary.

Pick: Notre Dame 33-10.
Texas State at No. 5 Texas  

(minus 29½)
Arch Manning should feast on a de-

fense that struggled against the best offens-
es in the Sun Belt last year. The Bobcats’ 
up-tempo offense featuring record-setting 
QB Brad Jackson and a pair of  1,000-yard 
receivers should give returning Longhorns 
defensive coordinator Will Muschamp 
some things to think about.

Pick: Texas 52-21.
North Texas at  

No. 6 Indiana (minus 40½)
The Hoosiers’ national title defense, 

and first game for Fernando Mendoza 
successor Josh Hoover, comes against a 
rebuilding Mean Green program that was 
in contention for a playoff spot last year. 
North Texas has no returning starters on 
defense; its QB, Tayven Jackson, played 
two years at Indiana.

Pick: Indiana 63-10.
No. 7 Miami (minus 24) at Stanford

The Hurricanes are doing all they 
can to avoid the pitfalls of  playing 3,000 
miles from home, flying to California on 
Tuesday to help them acclimate for Friday 
night’s game. Stage is set for WR Malachi 
Toney to take over, especially with new 
QB Darian Mensah delivering the ball. 
Stanford is confident after holding off Ha-
waii, but the ‘Canes are a different prob-
lem to solve.

Pick: Miami 42-17.
Missouri State at  

No. 8 Texas A&M (minus 41)
QB Marcel Reed and other returning 

players are expected to take the Aggies 
back to the playoff. Bears have a new 
coach in ex-SMU offensive coordinator 
Casey Woods and are picked seventh in 
Conference USA in their second FBS sea-
son.

Pick: Texas A&M 55-6.
No. 24 Louisville vs. No. 9 

Mississippi (minus 7) in Nashville
QB Trinidad Chambliss and RB Ke-

wan Lacy are back after leading Mississip-
pi on a run to the CFP semifinals. Ohio 
State transfer QB Lincoln Kienholz will 
start Sunday night for Cardinals, who 
have upset two top-10 teams and an 11th-
ranked team in Jeff Brohm’s first three 
seasons.

Pick: Mississippi 31-21.
UTEP at No. 10 Oklahoma  

(minus 41½)
Sooners QB John Mateer and the rest 

of  the starters should have a short night 
Friday in the tune-up for next week’s trip 
to No. 16 Michigan. Miners are 5-19 in 
two seasons under Scotty Walden and 
have scored more than 10 points in only 
two of  12 games against power-confer-
ence opponents the last 10 years.

Pick: Oklahoma 49-3.
Clemson at No. 11 LSU (minus 10)

Lots of  talk about eligibility issues lead-
ing up to this one from Dabo Swinney 
and Lane Kiffin. As for the football part, 
Kiffin’s well-paid roster holds the talent 
advantage. Clemson QB Christopher 
Vizzina has unenviable task of  making 
his second career start in LSU’s version of  
Death Valley.

Pick: LSU 28-17.
East Carolina (plus 28½) at No. 13 

Alabama
Alabama’s priority on offense is to re-

vive a woeful running game. Keelon Rus-
sell, the Tide’s No. 3 QB last year, is now 
the starter and the offensive line has four 
new starters. The difference-maker could 
be five-star freshman RB EJ Crowell.

Pick: Alabama 38-14.
Fresno State (plus 21½) at  
No. 14 Southern California

The Trojans took their foot off the gas 
in the second half  against San Jose State. 
That won’t happen Friday night against 
Fresno State, which has designs on earning 
the Group of  Six playoff bid.

Pick: USC 35-14.
Western Michigan (plus 27½) at  

No. 16 Michigan

The Wolverines better not look ahead 
to Oklahoma in coach Kyle Whitting-
ham’s debut. Western Michigan is the 
defending MAC champion and favored 
to repeat. Wolverines have a wide physical 
advantage, but makeup of  the offensive 
line is unsettled and QB Bryce Under-
wood hasn’t run Jason Beck’s offense in a 
game.

Pick: Michigan 44-21.
Washington State at No. 17 

Washington (minus 23½)
Washington is a team on the rise in 

the Big Ten, especially with the return of  
QB Demond Williams. Kirby Moore, lit-
tle brother of  New Orleans Saints coach 
Kellen Moore, starts his Washington State 
tenure with this unusual Apple Cup com-
ing on the Sunday before Labor Day.

Pick: Washington 49-10.
Marshall at No. 18 Penn State 

(minus 24½)
The Matt Campbell era begins at Penn 

State, and he’s brought a lot of  familiar 
faces with him from Iowa State. QB Roc-
co Becht and his friends should feel com-
fortable as they ease their way into the sea-
son with three straight easy games.

Pick: Penn State 45-7.
No. 19 SMU at  

Florida State (plus 2½)
The old saw is that a team makes its 

biggest improvement between the first and 
second games, and that better be the case 
for the Seminoles. The defense gave up 
too many big plays against New Mexico 
State and must be better with SMU QB 
Kevin Jennings coming to town on Mon-
day night.

Pick: Florida State 28-24.
Northern Illinois (plus 31½) at  

No. 22 Iowa
A point spread this big is highly unusual 

for Iowa. That’s more an indicator of  the 
expectations for Northern Illinois, which 
has an interim coach and is coming off a 
three-win season. Neither team has an-
nounced its starting quarterback.

Pick: Iowa 40-10.
Oregon State at No. 23 Houston 

(minus 20½)
Makhi Hughes, who rushed for more 

than 2,700 yards over two seasons at Tu-
lane, is set to reboot his career after things 
didn’t work out for him at Oregon last 
year. He and returning QB Conner Weig-
man should put up big numbers against 
an Oregon State team with its fifth coach 
(two were interims) in four years.

Pick: Houston 42-7.

TOP 25 PICKS
From B1

When the players arrived at 
Angel Stadium to face the Yan-
kees, they uniformly said the 
news had been shocking.

Mike Trout, the three-time 
AL MVP who has spent his en-
tire 16-year career in Anaheim 
without winning a single play-
off game, expressed his grati-
tude to Moreno while hailing 
the deal as “just a fresh start.”

“I mean, you kind of  felt 
it was needed,” Trout added. 
“No hard feelings against Arte, 
but I’m super excited, the guys 
are excited. There’s a good 
vibe around the clubhouse, 
around the stadium. We’re all 
excited.”

Moreno bought the Angels 
from the Walt Disney Compa-
ny in 2003. While the club had 
steady success in its first years 
under Moreno with much of  
the roster that won the 2002 
World Series, claiming five AL 
West titles in six seasons during 
the 2000s, the Halos have en-
tered an era of  profound de-
cline since their most recent 
playoff victory in 2009.

At 53-85, the AL-worst An-
gels are currently headed to 
their 11th consecutive losing 
season and their 12th consec-
utive non-playoff season, both 
the longest active streaks in 
the majors. Incredibly, they’ve 
made the postseason just once 
with three-time AL MVP out-
fielder Trout, who teamed with 
two-time AL MVP Shohei 
Ohtani for six straight seasons 
with no success.

In sharp contrast, Kroenke’s 
teams consistently have been 
among their sports’ absolute 
best in recent seasons.

The Rams, the Avalanche, 
the Nuggets and Arsenal have 
all won championships in their 
respective leagues over the past 
five years, and all four teams 
remain serious title contend-
ers during a renaissance for an 
ownership group that was once 
criticized for its early struggles 
in English soccer and its deci-
sion to move the Rams from St. 
Louis back to Los Angeles.

Trout is thrilled by the possi-
bilities created when the Halos 
join Kroenke’s stable of  win-
ning teams.

“As soon as I got the word, 
I looked him up, and what a 

track record,” Trout said of  
Kroenke. “Wherever he buys, 
they win, so that’s a good sign. 
No doubt he’ll invest in the 
team, in the players. That’s all 
you can ask.”

Trout also confirmed he still 
has no desire to leave Orange 
County: The 12-time All-Star 
intends to play out the remain-
ing four years of  the $426.5 
million contract he signed with 
Moreno in 2019.

A hefty portion of  the An-
gels’ struggles over the past 
two decades can be attributed 
to the 80-year-old Moreno, an 
outdoor advertising magnate 
from Arizona who has re-
peatedly inserted himself  into 
personnel decisions while pre-
siding over the rest of  his orga-
nization with much less interest 
or acumen.

While he spent aggressive-
ly on payroll in his attempts 
to build a winner, his biggest 
moves usually backfired and 
produced little impact. His ac-
quisitions of  Anthony Rendon, 
Gary Matthews Jr., Josh Ham-
ilton and many others were 
expensive disasters, while even 
his landmark $240 million free-
agent contract for Albert Pujols 
didn’t result in the homers or 
the victories expected from the 
price tag.

Moreno has been round-
ly criticized for skimping on 
infrastructure, resources and 
support staff throughout his or-
ganization compared to other 
MLB teams. He hired a series 
of  baseball operations bosses 
who all had little or no expe-
rience in a top job, declining 
to turn over his front office to 

experienced winners.
The Angels have also en-

dured numerous troubles off 
the field during Moreno’s 
tenure, from the drug-related 
death of  pitcher Tyler Skaggs 
to numerous smaller scandals.

Despite Moreno’s much-de-
rided decision to change the 
franchise’s name from the 
Anaheim Angels in an attempt 
to build a more national brand, 
the team remained a healthy 
box-office draw to its loyal Or-
ange County fans during most 
of  his tenure — but the fan 
base has lost patience in recent 
years. Angel Stadium’s slightly 
smaller crowds this season have 
regularly chanted “Sell the 
team!” and derided Moreno 
by name.

Shortstop Zach Neto echoed 
the views of  many players who 
appreciated Moreno’s role in 
their careers even while under-
standing the criticisms.

“I’ve seen a lot of  hate, a lot 
of  love, but a lot more hate,” 
Neto said. “But as a player who 
has played under him, it’s a lot 
of  love.”

The lack of  success clear-
ly began to wear on Moreno, 
whose children reportedly ar-
en’t interested in carrying on in 
the baseball business. Moreno 
publicly explored a sale of  the 
Angels in 2022, only to pull the 
team off the market in early 
2023.

Significant positive change 
occurred earlier this year when 
Moreno fired general manager 
Perry Minasian and hired John 
Mozeliak on a temporary basis 
to run his baseball operations. 
Mozeliak, the longtime St. 

Louis Cardinals GM, is the first 
baseball boss hired by Moreno 
with prior experience as a per-
manent general manager.

Mozeliak has already made 
significant changes to reshape 
the long-stagnant operation 
while starting a rebuild of  sorts 
after years of  resistance from 
Moreno.

Mozeliak said Moreno told 
him upon his hiring that a fu-
ture sale was a possibility. He 
doesn’t know how the deal will 
affect the front office, but he 
has been told to conduct busi-
ness as usual for now.

“I was definitely surprised, 
but it wasn’t a shock,” Moze-
liak said. “I think it’s exciting 
news for everybody. ... I can 
understand why there’s a lot 
of  optimism right now in this 
community. The last 12 years 
have been difficult in terms of  
winning and losing and not go-
ing to the postseason. But I will 
say this on Arte’s behalf: He 
cared about this team as much 
as anyone. Now, some of  the 
investments or decisions that 
didn’t pan out were not for lack 
of  trying.”

KSE owns the stadiums in 
which its other teams play, but 
Angel Stadium is owned by the 
City of  Anaheim. Moreno had 
a deal to buy the stadium and 
the land around it in 2020, but 
the arrangement was scrapped 
two years later amid a corrup-
tion scandal that led to the res-
ignation of  Anaheim’s mayor.

Kroenke’s MLB and NFL 
teams have a historic connec-
tion: The Rams played their 
home games at Angel Stadium 
from 1980 until 1994, when 
former owner Georgia Fron-
tiere moved them to her home-
town of  St. Louis.

Moreno, a Mexican Amer-
ican, was the majors’ first 
Latino majority owner, and he 
remained the only one until 
Puerto Rico-born billionaire 
José E. Feliciano closed his pur-
chase of  the San Diego Padres 
last month. Latino and His-
panic players comprise roughly 
30% of  major league rosters.

KSE will be only the fourth 
permanent owner of  the An-
gels, who were founded as an 
AL expansion club in 1961 
by early Hollywood star Gene 
Autry. His widow, Jackie, tem-
porarily owned the team for a 
year after his death before sell-
ing it to Disney in 1999.

ANGELS
From B1

Associated Press
Rams owner Stan Kroenke arrives before an NFL football owners 
meeting on Saturday in Atlanta. Kroenke agreed to buy the 
Angels from Arte Moreno on Tuesday.


