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FIRST
$70,000, Maiden Special Weight, 3-Year-Olds & Up, Six Furlongs, Dirt, Clear
Off 12:31. 1. 3-4wd rally, up wire
Fractional/Final Time: 22.490, 45.750, 58.250, 00.000, 00.000, 1:10.740.
Trainer: Gary Stute
Winner: B G, 3, by Grazen-Dia Xenia
Scratched: Sting Like a Bee.
Horse	 Wgt	 PP	 Strt	 1/4	 1/2	 Strch	 Fin	 Jockey	 Odds
Rifey	 122	 5	 6	 8	 8	 4-1½	 1-hd	 T. Baze	 4.10
Suzie Qzz Brother	 122	 8	 2	 3-1	 4-2½	 2-2½	 2-1¼	 A. Cedillo	 1.10
Donner Lake	 122	 6	 4	 6-1	 3-hd	 1-½	 3-4¾	 V. Espinoza	 3.90
Partyofsixteen	 117	 3	 7	 4-hd	 5-hd	 5-½	 4-½	 D. Herrera	 44.90
Irondale	 122	 2	 1	 1-hd	 1-hd	 3-hd	 5-3¼	 E. Maldonado	 10.30
Self Isolation	 119	 7	 3	 2-1	 2-hd	 6-2	 6-2¼	 M. Gutierrez	 7.30
Valiente	 122	 4	 5	 5-hd	 6-1	 7-½	 7-2¾	 R. Gonzalez	 26.20
Mask Off	 122	 1	 8	 7-2½	 7-hd	 8	 8	 D. Van Dyke	 14.20
6 (5)	 Rifey	 10.20	 3.80	 2.60
9 (8)	 Suzie Qzz Brother		  2.80	 2.20
7 (6)	 Donner Lake			   2.60
$1 Exacta (6-9) paid $10.30; Quinella (6-9) paid $9.40; $0.1 Superfecta (6-9-7-3) paid $30.55; 
$0.5 Trifecta (6-9-7) paid $16.55;

SECOND
$47,000, Claiming, 3-Year-Olds, One Mile, On the Turf, Clear
Off 1:01. Good. fractious,deftly rated
Fractional/Final Time: 24.430, 48.850, 1:12.490, 1:24.210, 00.000, 1:36.130.
Trainer: Richard Baltas
Winner: DK B/ G, 3, by Mucho Macho Man-Repeta
Horse	 Wgt	 PP	 Strt	 1/4	 1/2	 3/4	 Strch	 Fin	 Jockey	 Odds
Mucho Del Oro	 120	 4	 1	 1-1	 1-1½	 1-1	 1-1	 1-¾	 V. Espinoza	 1.50
Kennebec	 122	 1	 3	 5-½	 5-2	 5-2	 4-2½	 2-¾	 B. Pena	 3.60
Steak and Cheese	 120	 5	 4	 2-1	 2-½	 2-2	 2-1½	 3-2¼	 U. Rispoli	 1.70
Optimistic Valor	 120	 3	 2	 3-½	 4-1	 3-1	 3-½	 4-2¼	K. Desormeaux	 8.00
Big Flame	 120	 6	 6	 4-1	 3-½	 4-1	 5-2	 5-1½	 A. Cedillo	 15.50
Club Cal	 120	 2	 5	 6	 6	 6	 6	 6	 J. Hernandez	 24.20
4 (4)	 Mucho Del Oro	 5.00	 3.20	 2.10
1 (1)	 Kennebec		  3.20	 2.40
5 (5)	 Steak and Cheese			   2.10
Daily Double (6-4) paid $24.60; $1 Exacta (4-1) paid $8.80; Quinella (1-4) paid $11.80; $0.1 
Superfecta (4-1-5-3) paid $3.92; $0.5 Trifecta (4-1-5) paid $8.80;

THIRD
$70,000, Maiden Special Weight, 2-Year-Olds, Six Furlongs, Dirt, Clear
Off 1:35. Good. duel,drift out,cleared
Fractional/Final Time: 21.740, 44.320, 56.650, 00.000, 00.000, 1:09.820.
Trainer: Richard Baltas
Winner: B C, 2, by Straight Fire-Gidget Girl
Horse	 Wgt	 PP	 Strt	 1/4	 1/2	 Strch	 Fin	 Jockey	 Odds

Straight Up G	 120	 6	 2	 1-hd	 1-hd	 1-1½	 1-5¼	 R. Gonzalez	 0.90
Liberty Forever	 113	 5	 1	 2-1	 2-3	 2-5	 2-2¼	 D. Herrera	 3.80
Disobey	 120	 3	 3	 3-2	 3-1½	 3-1½	 3-3¾	 T. Pereira	 16.90
Worse Read Sanchez	120	 1	 6	 5-hd	 5-3	 4-2½	 4-2¾	 M. Gutierrez	 4.30
Star Entry	 120	 2	 4	 4-1	 4-hd	 5-8	5-14½	 T. Baze	 22.50
Playin in the Band	 120	 4	 5	 6	 6	 6	 6	 J. Hernandez	 4.60
6 (6)	 Straight Up G	 3.80	 2.40	 2.20
5 (5)	 Liberty Forever		  4.00	 3.00
3 (3)	 Disobey			   4.20
$0.5 Pick 3 (6-4-6) 3 Correct Paid $15.45. Daily Double (4-6) paid $12.60; $1 Exacta (6-5) paid $6.10; 
Quinella (5-6) paid $8.60; $0.1 Superfecta (6-5-3-1) paid $7.12; $0.5 Trifecta (6-5-3) paid $12.95;

FOURTH
$38,000, Starters Allowance, 3-Year-Olds & Up Fillies and Mares, One Mile, On the Turf, Clear
Off 2:03. Good. shift 4w,surgd,up wire
Fractional/Final Time: 23.330, 48.620, 1:12.600, 1:24.690, 00.000, 1:36.660.
Trainer: Mike Puype
Winner: DK B/ F, 3, by Paynter-Patrice Merion
Horse	 Wgt	 PP	 Strt	 1/4	 1/2	 3/4	 Strch	 Fin	 Jockey	 Odds
Pop Pop’s Dream	 122	 7	 7	 7	 7	 7	 4-1	 1-no	 K. Frey	 4.40
Viazar	 123	 3	 6	 6-2	 4-hd	 1-hd	 1-1	 2-½	 M. Smith	 0.60
Unbreakable	 123	 2	 5	 4-1	 6-1½	 4-½	 2-1½	 3-2½	 J. Valdivia, Jr.	 17.00
Tayet	 115	 6	 1	 5-1	 5-½	 5-hd	 3-hd	 4-4¼	 D. Herrera	 10.50
B’esame Me Mucho	 125	 4	 4	 2-1	 2-1	 3-1	 6-hd	 5-1¼	 J. Pyfer	 21.00
Malibu Hannah	 120	 5	 3	 3-1½	 3-½	 6-1	 7	 6-1	 A. Cedillo	 36.80
Ready Jet Go	 120	 1	 2	 1-1	 1-½	 2-1½	 5-1	 7	 U. Rispoli	 4.50
7 (7)	 Pop Pop’s Dream	 10.80	 3.40	 3.00
3 (3)	 Viazar		  2.40	 2.10
2 (2)	 Unbreakable			   3.80
$0.5 Pick 3 (4-6-7) 3 Correct Paid $24.45. Daily Double (6-7) paid $31.60; $1 Exacta (7-3) paid 
$11.30; Quinella (3-7) paid $7.60; $0.1 Superfecta (7-3-2-6) paid $15.94; $0.5 Trifecta (7-3-2) 
paid $24.35;

FIFTH
$27,000, Maiden Claiming, 2-Year-Olds Fillies, Six Furlongs, Dirt, Clear
Off 2:34. Good. 4-5wd,led 1/8,clrd
Fractional/Final Time: 22.400, 46.790, 59.880, 00.000, 00.000, 1:12.920.
Trainer: Hector Palma
Winner: B F, 2, by Bodemeister-Consilia
Horse	 Wgt	 PP	 Strt	 1/4	 1/2	 Strch	 Fin	 Jockey	 Odds
Sangre Azul	 120	 9	 7	 6-1	 6-hd	 1-½	 1-1¾	 T. Pereira	 5.70
Surely Spectacular	 120	 8	 5	 5-hd	 5-hd	 3-½	 2-hd	 D. Van Dyke	 1.30
Unfaithful Ways	 120	 3	 8	 7-1½	 7-4	 6-2	 3-nk	 V. Espinoza	 15.10
I’m a Giraffe	 113	 5	 4	 3-½	 4-½	 4-1	 4-nk	 D. Herrera	 3.70
Artisan Dancer	 120	 2	 2	 1-2	 1-2	 2-hd	 5-2¼	 E. Maldonado	 4.90
Pearls and Heels	 120	 4	 3	 4-1	 2-hd	 5-1½	 6-2½	K. Desormeaux	 8.80
Malibuena	 120	 7	 1	 8-2	 8-5	 7-hd	 7-8½	 R. Gonzalez	 57.00
Big Mama Thornton	 120	 1	 6	 2-1	 3-1½	 8-8	 8-8¼	 G. Franco	 26.00
Lasya Dance	 120	 6	 9	 9	 9	 9	 9	 W. Barnett	 90.20
9 (9)	 Sangre Azul	 13.40	 5.00	 3.40
8 (8)	 Surely Spectacular		  3.00	 2.60
3 (3)	 Unfaithful Ways			   6.20

$0.5 Pick 5 (6-4-6-7-9) 5 Correct Paid $833.70. $0.5 Pick 4 (4-6-7-9) 4 Correct Paid $127.95. 
$0.5 Pick 3 (6-7-9) 3 Correct Paid $40.10. $0.1 Superfecta (9-8-3-5) paid $36.99; $0.5 Trifecta 
(9-8-3) paid $75.85; Daily Double (7-9) paid $73.00; $1 Exacta (9-8) paid $18.50; Quinella 
(8-9) paid $18.00;

SIXTH
$72,000, Allowance Optional Claiming, 3-Year-Olds & Up Fillies and Mares, Six Furlongs, 
Dirt, Clear
Off 3:04. Good. 4-5wd rally, led 1/16
Fractional/Final Time: 22.050, 45.520, 57.920, 00.000, 00.000, 1:10.070.
Trainer: Vladimir Cerin
Winner: CH F, 4, by Carpe Diem-Indian Pond
Scratched: Full of Grace.
Horse	 Wgt	 PP	 Strt	 1/4	 1/2	 Strch	 Fin	 Jockey	 Odds
Bristol Bayou	 122	 7	 5	 5-1	 5-1	 2-hd	 1-¾	K. Desormeaux	 1.50
Provocation	 122	 5	 4	 4-2	 1-hd	 1-½	 2-3¼	 J. Hernandez	 1.80
Stella Noir	 120	 2	 6	 6-1	 6-1½	 4-1	 3-1¾	 E. Maldonado	 4.60
Eyes Open	 122	 4	 2	 3-hd	 3-1½	 3-2	 4-2¾	 J. Bravo	 25.30
Founder’s Day	 120	 3	 7	 7	 7	 5-hd	 5-3¼	 V. Espinoza	 7.90
Honor America	 120	 6	 1	 1-2	 2-hd	 6-5	 6-4¼	 K. Frey	 20.70
So Very Smart	 122	 1	 3	 2-½	 4-hd	 7	 7	 A. Cedillo	 14.00
8 (7)	 Bristol Bayou	 5.00	 3.20	 2.40
5 (5)	 Provocation		  3.20	 2.60
2 (2)	 Stella Noir			   2.80
$0.5 Pick 3 (7-9-8) 3 Correct Paid $53.15. Daily Double (9-8) paid $51.80; $1 Exacta (8-5) paid $7.10; 
Quinella (5-8) paid $7.60; $0.1 Superfecta (8-5-2-4) paid $12.54; $0.5 Trifecta (8-5-2) paid $9.75;

SEVENTH
$39,000, Claiming, 3-Year-Olds & Up Fillies and Mares, Five Furlongs, On the Turf, Clear
Off 3:32. Good. bpd brk,outsde rlly,up
Fractional/Final Time: 22.910, 45.970, 00.000, 00.000, 00.000, 57.900.
Trainer: Edward Freeman
Winner: B F, 4, by Square Eddie-Gypsy Friday
Scratched: Majestic Gigi.
Horse	 Wgt	 PP	 Strt	 3/16	 3/8	 Strch	 Fin	 Jockey	 Odds
Miss Carousel	 120	 5	 8	 6-hd	 6-½	 6-hd	 1-no	 M. Gutierrez	 1.60
Swirling	 118	 4	 5	 5-1	 4-½	 4-1	 2-no	 K. Frey	 6.50
Savvy Gal	 120	 9	 1	 2-hd	 3-1½	 3-hd	 3-½	 J. Pyfer	 5.40
Square Peggy	 120	 8	 3	 1-1½	 1-1½	 1-1½	 4-½	 R. Curatolo	 48.90
Too Much Heaven	 118	 7	 4	 3-½	 2-hd	 2-½	 5-½	 G. Franco	 23.10
Invincibella	 118	 2	 6	 7-hd	 8-2	 7-1	 6-½	 U. Rispoli	 3.30
Vella	 120	 3	 7	 8-2½	 7-1	 8-4	 7-¾	 E. Maldonado	 6.40
A Dime for Me	 111	 6	 2	 4-1½	 5-1½	 5-hd	 8-4½	 J. Espinoza	 67.40
Rose Princess	 124	 1	 9	 9	 9	 9	 9	K. Desormeaux	 12.20
5 (5)	 Miss Carousel	 5.20	 3.40	 2.80
4 (4)	 Swirling		  5.80	 4.20
10 (9)	 Savvy Gal			   4.40
$0.5 Pick 3 (9-8-5) 3 Correct Paid $34.80. Daily Double (8-5) paid $18.00; $1 Exacta (5-4) paid 
$14.30; Quinella (4-5) paid $20.80; $0.1 Superfecta (5-4-10-9) paid $131.63; $0.5 Trifecta 
(5-4-10) paid $49.40;

EIGHTH
$100,000, Stakes, 3-Year-Olds & Up, Seven Furlongs, Dirt, Clear

Cary Grant S.
Off 4:02. Good. 4w,clsd outsde,up wire
Fractional/Final Time: 22.620, 45.220, 1:09.800, 00.000, 00.000, 1:22.330.
Trainer: Librado Barocio
Winner: DK B/ H, 5, by Coil-Princess Ezra (GB)
Horse	 Wgt	 PP	 Strt	 1/4	 1/2	 Strch	 Fin	 Jockey	 Odds
Principe Carlo	 120	 7	 2	 4-½	 4-hd	 3-½	 1-no	K. Desormeaux	 18.50
Positivity	 120	 3	 3	 2-hd	 2-½	 2-1	 2-nk	 J. Hernandez	 2.40
Colt Fiction	 122	 4	 1	 3-½	 3-1	 1-hd	 3-2½	 G. Franco	 3.80
None Above the Law	122	 2	 6	 5-½	 5-½	 6-3	 4-½	 J. Bravo	 2.60
Peaceful Transfer	 120	 5	 5	 6-hd	 6-½	 5-hd	 5-½	 E. Maldonado	 14.50
Fashionably Fast	 122	 1	 4	 1-hd	 1-½	 4-1½	 6-5¼	 T. Pereira	 3.70
Loud Mouth	 122	 6	 7	 7	 7	 7	 7	 A. Cedillo	 10.30
7 (7)	 Principe Carlo	 39.00	 14.00	 7.00
3 (3)	 Positivity		  4.60	 3.40
4 (4)	 Colt Fiction			   3.40
$0.5 Pick 3 (8-5-7) 3 Correct Paid $85.90. Daily Double (5-7) paid $150.00; $1 Exacta (7-3) 
paid $89.70; Quinella (3-7) paid $88.00; $0.1 Superfecta (7-3-4-2) paid $213.47; $0.5 Trifecta 
(7-3-4) paid $258.20;

NINTH
$70,000, Maiden Special Weight, 3-Year-Olds & Up Fillies and Mares, One Mile and One 
Sixteenth, On the Turf, Clear
Off 4:32. Good. angld 3w,collared foe
Fractional/Final Time: 22.930, 47.170, 1:12.240, 1:36.520, 00.000, 1:42.400.
Trainer: Philip D’Amato
Winner: CH F, 3, by Toronado (IRE)-Buzz Off Barroso (IRE)
Scratched: Tmorrowisalongtime, Annaghlasa.
Horse	 Wgt	 PP	 Strt	 1/4	 1/2	 3/4	 Strch	 Fin	 Jockey	 Odds
Buzz of New York	 122	 7	 4	 4-2	 4-2	 4-1½	 2-½	 1-1	 J. Hernandez	 2.40
Leisurewear	 122	 3	 3	 2-1	 2-1½	 2-1½	 1-hd	 2-1¼	 K. Frey	 12.00
Forbidden	 122	 2	 9	 9-1	 9-1½	 8-2	 7-½	 3-nk	 J. Bravo	 14.00
Ever Smart	 125	 10	 2	 1-1	 1-4	 1-1	 3-1½	 4-hd	 J. Pyfer	 69.30
Trouble Making	 122	 6	 5	 6-1½	 5-½	 6-1½	 5-1	 5-1	 A. Achard	 22.00
Buy American	 122	 5	 6	 3-1½	 3-½	 3-hd	 4-hd	 6-½	 U. Rispoli	 3.30
Sunny Morning	 122	 4	 10	 10-2	10-2½	 10-2	 9-4	 7-½	 M. Smith	 9.70
Laura Mars	 122	 11	 7	 8-3	 8-2	 7-1½	 6-hd	 8-nk	 V. Espinoza	 7.20
Floral Essence	 122	 9	 1	 5-½	 6-1½	 5-hd	 8-1½	 9-5¼	 T. Pereira	 12.20
Dream of Jeanne	 122	 1	 8	 7-hd	 7-hd	 9-1	 10-2	 10-1	K. Desormeaux	 5.30
Washington Square	 122	 8	 11	 11	 11	 11	 11	 11	 M. Gutierrez	 51.30
7 (7)	 Buzz of New York	 6.80	 4.20	 3.00
3 (3)	 Leisurewear		  10.00	 6.60
2 (2)	 Forbidden			   7.60
$0.2 Pick 6 Jackpot (7-9-7/8-5/6-7-7/12/13) 6 Correct Paid $4,483.96. $0.5 Pick 5 (9-7/8-5/6-
7-7/12/13) 5 Correct Paid $3,468.65. $0.5 Pick 4 (7/8-5/6-7-7/12/13) 4 Correct Paid $359.35. 
$0.5 Pick 3 (5-7-7) 3 Correct Paid $159.15. $1 Place Pick All (9 OF 9) 9 Correct Paid $579.10. 
$0.5 Trifecta (7-3-2) paid $132.55; $0.5 Super High Five (7-3-2-10-6) no winners.; Daily Double 
(7-7) paid $197.60; $1 Exacta (7-3) paid $24.70; Quinella (3-7) paid $33.20; $0.1 Superfecta 
(7-3-2-10) paid $769.19; Attendance 3,780. $3,213,756. $7,907,915. Handle $544,920. Total 
Handle $11,666,591.
(c) 2021 Equibase Company LLC, all rights reserved.

CORRECTIONCORRECTION

In Saturday’s story titled “Royals get back to champion-
ship,” on B1 and Sunday’s story titled “Royals win in semis,” 
on B1, a Quartz Hill player who recovered a fumble was mis-
identified. Fidel Hernandez forced and recovered a Wood-
bridge fumble on the second play of  the third quarter on the 
Woodbridge 23-yard line. The fumble led to the Royals’ first 
touchdown of  the game and a 10-0 lead. In Sunday’s story, 
Franco Bella’s name was misspelled.

short tonight for whatever 
reason,” Mavericks coach Ja-
son Kidd said of  his team that 
was just 20% (6 of  30) from 
3-point range. 

“In that fourth quarter, 
when things weren’t going 
well, I thought we improved 
to give ourselves a chance to 
win on the road.”

The Mavericks led by 
as many as nine points in a 
rough-shooting first half  in 
which both teams shot under 
42% from the field. The Clip-
pers rallied to pull within 47-
46 at halftime.

The Clippers shot 55.6% 
(10 of  18) in the third quar-
ter, getting half  of  their made 
shots from 3-point range 
while taking a 71-62 lead. 

The Mavericks pulled with-
in 78-75 on Tim Hardaway 
Jr.’s 3-pointer with 7:33 re-
maining before the Clippers 
went on a 9-0 run for an 87-
75 lead.

“It’s been a process, hon-
estly,” Jackson said. “There 
are games when we play well 
and there are games where we 
hit these lulls and are still try-
ing to figure each other out. 
… I think we all just found 
easier shots today.”

The Mavericks appeared 
to pull within 94-91 with 52 
seconds remaining after a bas-
ket by Brunson, but a foul on 
the Clippers’ Terance Mann 
was rescinded and the basket 
was taken away. Jackson then 
scored inside to give the Clip-
pers a 96-89 lead with 29 sec-
onds to play.

“I thought he got fouled 
and made a great play,” Kidd 
said. “It’s a strange play be-
cause we lose the two points 
and then we lose the ball. It 
puts you in a difficult situation 
coming down the stretch.”

Ivica Zubac had 16 points 
and 10 rebounds for the Clip-
pers in the opener of  a six-
game home stretch. 

The teams were meeting 

for the first time since the 
Clippers staved off elimina-
tion in the first round of  last 
season’s playoffs by winning 
Game 6 and 7 to advance.

BATUM OUT 10 DAYS
The Clippers revealed that 

F Nicolas Batum was placed 
into health and safety proto-
cols for at least 10 days. It’s 
the latest personnel hurdle 
for a team that is without star 
Kawhi Leonard (knee) indef-
initely.

“It’s next-man-up mentali-
ty and hopefully we get some 
help soon,” Zubac said. “That 
stuff, you can’t control what 
happens and you have to have 
that (positive) mentality and I 
think we do. Everyone has to 
stay ready and everyone will 
get a chance.”

Batum has averaged 9.8 
points and 5.5 rebounds, but 
has scored in double digits just 
once since a 22-point game 
on Nov. 9 against the Portland 
Trail Blazers as he recently 
dealt with Achilles tendon 
soreness.

TIP-INS
Mavericks: Doncic went 

through pregame shooting 
drills but was ruled out on a 
game-time decision. … Af-
ter missing nine consecutive 
games with a left oblique 
strain, F Maxi Kleber re-
turned to score five points in 
20 minutes. … G Frank Nti-
likina (three points on 1-of-6 
shooting) left after nine min-
utes and did not play in the 
second half  because of  a right 
calf  injury. 

Clippers: C Serge Ibaka was 
activated for the first time 
since Nov. 9 and for just the 
third time this season after a 
G League stint to get him up 
to speed after offseason back 
surgery. He scored six points 
in 12 minutes. … G Amir 
Coffey made his second start 
in three games and just the 
fourth of  his career. 

UP NEXT
Mavericks: Play at the Clip-

pers on Tuesday.
Clippers: Play host to Dallas 

on Tuesday.

CLIPPERS
From B1

Westbrook was assessed a 
technical after the officials re-
viewed the play and the fallout 
from it, determining he was 
an “escalator,” while there was 
pushing, shoving and trash 
talking.

All parties were relieved 
that an  all-out melee wasn’t 
witnessed as it was on Nov. 19, 
2004, when the Pistons and 
Indiana Pacers had a brawl  
that spilled into the stands.

Davis praised players, 
coaches and security for keep-
ing the peace.

“Everybody did a great job 
trying to deescalate the situ-
ation,” he said. “You never 
want it to get to that point like 

17 years ago.”
After calm was restored on 

Sunday night, Detroit closed 
the third quarter strong and 
led 99-84 entering the fourth.

“Up and until that point, 
we’re still trying to figure each 
other out,” Los Angeles coach 
Frank Vogel said.

Westbrook and Davis both 
scored in double figures in the 
final quarter, leading a rally 
that gave the Lakers a win to 
reach .500 this season.

Detroit had the ball with 5.9 
seconds left with the chance to 
potentially tie the game, but 
Hamidou Diallo turned the 
ball over and Davis made free 
throws to seal the victory.

“We had 27 assists going 
into the fourth quarter, which 
put us in a position to win, but 
we stopped moving the ball,” 

Casey said. “We didn’t have a 
single assist in the fourth quar-
ter.”

James had 10 points and 
five assists in his second game 
back in the lineup. After 
missing eight games with an 
abdominal strain, he played 
Friday night in a 130-108 loss 
at Boston.

“Everyone in the league 
knows LeBron isn’t a dirty 
guy,” Davis said. “As soon as 
he did it, he looked back and 
told him, ‘My bad.’”

THE CLOSER
Westbrook had 15 points, 

six assists and five rebounds in 
the fourth quarter.

“His offensive determi-
nation to attack was some-
thing that was very welcome 
and hopefully is a momen-
tum-builder for him as well,” 

Vogel said.
TIP-INS

Lakers: Carmelo Anthony 
scored 18 points. ... Dwight 
Howard had 13 points, mak-
ing a career-high two 3-point-
ers. ... Los Angeles will host 
Detroit next Sunday night.

Pistons: Diallo had 17 points 
and Frank Jackson had 15 
points. ... Guard Killian Hayes 
missed the game with a thumb 
injury. ... Cunningham joined 
Hall of  Famers Grant Hill and 
Dave DeBusschere as Detroit 
rookies to have a triple-double 
in their first 11 games with the 
franchise.

UP NEXT
Lakers: Play at New York on 

Tuesday night.
Pistons: Host Miami on 

Tuesday night.

LAKERS
From B1

appointing start in his third season in 
charge.

Walton was informed of  the deci-
sion a day after a 123-105 home loss to 
Utah that dropped the Kings to 6-11 
on the season after their seventh loss in 
eight games.

“We all know all of  us have to be 
better, especially over the last two 
weeks,” general manager Monte Mc-
Nair said. “We’re not meeting expec-
tations. That’s not just on Luke. That’s 
on me, the rest of  our coaches and 
players. Everyone acknowledges that.”

Walton had a 68-93 record in two-
plus seasons as coach, failing to get 
Sacramento back to the playoffs for 
the first time since the 2005-06 season.

ESPN first reported the firing.
Associate coach Alvin Gentry takes 

over on an interim basis. Gentry most 
recently served as head coach for the 
New Orleans Pelicans (2015-20). He 
has also had head coaching stops with 

Miami, Detroit, the Clippers and 
Phoenix. He has a career record of  
510-595.

The Kings ranked near the bottom 
of  the league in several defensive statis-
tics under Walton’s leadership, includ-
ing scoring and shooting percentage.

1-vs-2 matchup delays AP 
women’s basketball poll a 
day

PARADISE ISLAND, Bahamas 
— The release of  The Associated 
Press women’s Top 25 basketball poll 
will be delayed one day so voters can 
assess Monday afternoon’s showdown 
between No. 1 South Carolina and 
No. 2 Connecticut.

The championship game of  the 
inaugural women’s Battle 4 Atlantis 
tournament will take place at approx-
imately the same time the AP Top 25 
is released each Monday. The AP de-
cided to hold the poll one day so it will 
reflect the outcome – only the second 
time since the poll began in 1976 that 
it has been delayed.

“Due to the timing of  this 1 versus-2 

matchup it made sense to hold the re-
lease of  the poll this week,” said Barry 
Bedlan, AP’s Global Director of  Text 
and New Markets Products.

The only other time also involved 
UConn. The second-ranked Hus-
kies were playing No. 1 Tennessee on 
Jan. 16, 1995 — in the first meeting 
of  their storied rivalry. The Hus-
kies pulled off the upset victory and 
moved to No. 1 for the first time in 
school history as the poll was also held 
until the next day.

Urged forward by brother, 
Zverev wins ATP Finals with 
aggressive tactic

TURIN, Italy — Audacious swing-
ing volley winners. Serve-and-volley-
ing. An ace out wide on his first match 
point — with his second serve.

Alexander Zverev showed off new, 
more aggressive, tactics in a domi-
nant 6-4, 6-4 win over second-ranked 
Daniil Medvedev on Sunday to lift 
the trophy at the ATP Finals for the 
second time.

A day after beating top-ranked 

Novak Djokovic over three sets in the 
semifinals, Zverev raised his game to a 
new dimension.

“It was definitely a game plan,” 
Zverev said. “He’s one of  the best 
baseline players in the world, and 
against him you need to take control 
over the points, and I did that today 
and that’s why it worked out very well 
for me.”

It was a similar approach to how 
Djokovic beat Medvedev in the Paris 
Masters final earlier this month, when 
the Serb attacked the net more often 
than usual.

“He’s been playing great tennis for 
a while but now he’s also playing very 
intelligent tennis,” said Zverev’s older 
brother and fellow pro, Mischa, who 
has been coaching him in the absence 
of  Alexander Zverev Sr.

“He’s improving his game,” Mischa 
said in an on-court interview shortly af-
ter the final, as Zverev was still basking 
in the crowd and signing autographs.

“I’ve seen him hit his backhand slice 
approach shot and hit a volley drop 
shot to finish off the point, serve-and-

volley. ... I really enjoyed watching it.”

IOC says Peng Shuai has told 
Olympic officials she is safe

LAUSANNE, Switzerland — Chi-
nese tennis player Peng Shuai has tak-
en part in a 30-minute video call from 
Beijing with IOC officials and told 
them she was safe and well, the Olym-
pic body said on Sunday.

The call came amid growing global 
alarm over Peng. Her appearance at a 
youth tennis event Sunday in Beijing 
and social media posts on her behalf  
did not fully convince people outside 
China that she has freedom to act, af-
ter she alleged a sexual assault against 
a former leading Communist Party 
official.

The call — with IOC president 
Thomas Bach, athletes commission 
chair Emma Terho and IOC member 
Li Lingwei, a former vice president of  
the Chinese Tennis Association — ap-
pears to be Peng’s first direct contact 
with sports officials outside China 
since she disappeared from public view 
on Nov. 2.

NOTES
From B1

Ohio State is No. 2 in The 
Associated Press college foot-
ball poll, surging three spots 
Sunday past No. 3 Alabama 
and No. 4 Cincinnati in a 
close vote.

Georgia is a unanimous 
No. 1 in the AP Top 25 pre-
sented by Regions Bank for 
the seventh consecutive week, 
but for the second week in a 
row, No. 2 has changed.

Alabama slipped past Cin-
cinnati last week and then 
Ohio State leapfrogged them 
both after routing Michi-
gan State 56-7 on Saturday. 
The Buckeyes received 1,434 
points from the media panel. 
The Crimson Tide had 1,423 
and the Bearcats got 1,416.

Notre Dame is up to a sea-
son-high No. 5 and Michigan 
will go into its game against 
Ohio State next Saturday 
ranked No. 6. The winner of  
Buckeyes-Wolverines will play 
in the Big Ten championship 
game.

Oklahoma State moved to 
a season-high No. 7 and is one 
of  three teams from the Big 
12 residing in the back half  of  
the top 10, along with No. 9 
Baylor and No. 10 Oklahoma.

The Cowboys host the 
Sooners next Saturday in a 
Bedlam game that will help 
decide the Big 12 champion-

ship participants. Oklahoma 
State has clinched a spot, and 
Baylor and Oklahoma are still 
alive.

Mississippi rounds out the 
top 10 at No. 8.

POLL POINTS
Michigan State was one of  

two teams ranked in the top 
10 last week to get blown out 
Saturday.

The Spartans dropped five 
spots to 12th after losing to 
Ohio State and Oregon fell 
from fourth to 11th after get-
ting pounded 38-7 by Utah. 
The Utes moved up eight 
spots to No. 16.

The last time two top-10 
teams lost by 30 or more 
points on the same day was 
Sept. 22, 1984, when No. 15 
Florida State beat No. 4 Mi-
ami 38-3 and No. 1 Nebraska 
beat No. 8 UCLA 42-3.

STAYING IN
For the first time this season 

no teams fell out of  the rank-
ings.

Four ranked teams lost in 
total, with Wake Forest  and 
Arkansas joining Oregon and 
Michigan State. The Demon 
Deacons were the only ranked 
team to lose to an unranked 
team. Wake’s lopsided loss at 
Clemson dropped the Deacs 
eight spots to No. 21.

No. 25 Arkansas fell four 
spots after losing at Alabama 
by a touchdown, narrowly 
keeping Clemson from return-
ing to the Top 25 for the first 
time since the last weekend of  
September. The Razorbacks 
received 105 points to Clem-
son’s 101.

CONFERENCE CALL
SEC — 5 (Nos. 1, 3, 8, 14, 

25).
Big Ten — 5 (Nos. 2, 6, 12, 

17, 18).
ACC — 3 (Nos. 20, 21, 24).
Big 12 — 3 (Nos. 7, 9, 10).
Pac-12 — 2 (Nos. 11, 16).
American — 2 (Nos. 4, 19).
Conference USA — 1 (No. 

15).
Mountain West — 1 (No. 

22).
Sun Belt — 1 (No. 23).
Independent — 2 (Nos. 5, 

13).
RANKED vs. RANKED
— No. 2 Ohio State at No. 

6 Michigan. For the 24th time, 
The Game will be a top-10 
matchup.

— No. 10 Oklahoma at 
No. 7 Oklahoma State. Bed-
lam will be a top-10 matchup 
for the third time. The last 
time was 2015 and the Soon-
ers won by 35.

Ohio St. jumps to No. 2 past Alabama
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By RALPH D. RUSSO
Associated Press

Ohio State 
receiver Garrett 
Wilson (right) 
celebrates his 
touchdown 
against Michigan 
State with 
teammate Chris 
Olave during 
the first half 
on Saturday in 
Columbus, Ohio. 
The Buckeyes 
won 56-7 and 
moved into the 
No. 2 spot in the 
AP Top 25 Poll.
Associated Press




