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COMING UP IN THE VALLEY
AV ALTA FC (United Soccer League One)
■ Saturday vs. New York Cosmos, 7:30 p.m.
■ May 27 at El Paso (USL Cup), 7 p.m.
■ May 30 at Fort Wayne, 7:30 p.m.

COMING UP IN SOCAL
ANGELS (Major League Baseball)
■ Today vs.  Athletics, 6:38 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Friday vs. Texas, 6:38 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Saturday vs. Texas, 7:05 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV

DODGERS (Major League Baseball)
■ Friday at Milwaukee, 4:40 p.m., SportsNetLA
■ Saturday at Milwaukee, 4:15 p.m., FOX
■ Sunday, May 24 at Milwaukee, 11:10 a.m., SportsNetLA

GALAXY (Major League Soccer)
■ Saturday vs. Houston, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV
■ July 17 vs. LAFC, 7:45 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 22 vs. St. Louis, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV

LOS ANGELES FC (Major League Soccer)
■ Sunday vs. Seattle, 6 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 17 at Galaxy, 7:45 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 22 vs. Salt Lake, 7:30 p.m., FS1/AppleTV

ANGEL CITY FC (NWSL)
■ Saturday at Houston, 5:45 p.m., ION
■ May 31 vs. North Carolina, 4 p.m., Victory+
■ July 3 vs. Orlando, 7 p.m., Prime Video

SPARKS (WNBA)
■ Today at Phoenix, 7 p.m., Prime Video
■ Saturday at Las Vegas, 5 p.m., CBS/Paramount+
■ May 29 at Washington, 4:30 p.m., ION

ON TV TODAY
AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL
■ AFL: Adelaide at Hawthorn, 2:30 a.m., FS2
■ AFL: St. Kilda at Fremantle, 3:30 a.m. (Friday), FS2

COLLEGE BASEBALL
■ Big 12 Tournament: Oklahoma St. vs. UCF, Surprise, Ariz., 9 a.m., ESPNU
■ Atlantic Coast Tournament: TBD vs. Georgia Tech, Quarterfinal, Charlotte, N.C., 
Noon, ACC
■ Big Ten Tournament: TBD, Omaha, Neb., Noon, BTN
■ Big 12 Tournament: TBD vs. Kansas, Surprise, Ariz., 12:30 p.m., ESPNU
■ Southeastern Tournament: TBD vs. Georgia, Quarterfinal, Hoover, Ala., 1 p.m., SEC
■ Atlantic Coast Tournament: TBD vs. Boston College, Quarterfinal, Charlotte, N.C., 
4 p.m., ACC
■ Big Ten Tournament: TBD, Omaha, Neb., 4 p.m., BTN
■ Big 12 Tournament: TBD vs. West Virginia, Surprise, Ariz., 4:30 p.m., ESPNU
■ Southeastern Tournament: TBD vs. Alabama, Quarterfinal, Hoover, Ala., 5 p.m., 
SEC
■ Big 12 Tournament: Cincinnati vs. Arizona St., Surprise, Ariz., 8 p.m., ESPNU

COLLEGE SOFTBALL
■ Women’s College World Series: Georgia at Tennessee, Super Regional, 4 p.m., 
ESPN2
■ Women’s College World Series: Oklahoma St. at Nebraska, Super Regional, 6:30 
p.m., ESPN2

CYCLING
■ UCI: Giro d’Italia, Stage 12, 3:30 a.m., TRUTV
■ UCI: Giro d’Italia, Stage 13, 3 a.m. (Friday), TRUTV

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: Soudal Open, First Round, Rinkven International GC, Antwerp, 
Belgium, 4 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour Champions: Trophy Hassan II, First Round, Royal Golf Dar Es Salam, 
Rabat, Morocco, 6 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour: THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson, First Round, TPC Craig Ranch, McKinney, 
Texas, Noon, GOLF

IIHF HOCKEY (Men’s)
■ 2026 IIHF World Championship Group Stage: Canada vs. Norway, Group B, 
Fribourg, Switzerland, 7 a.m., NHL
■ 2026 IIHF World Championship Group Stage: Switzerland vs. Great Britain, Group 
A, Zürich, Switzerland, 11 a.m., NHL

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Cleveland at Detroit (10:10 a.m.), 10 a.m., MLB
■ Toronto at N.Y. Yankees (4:05 p.m.), 4 p.m., MLB
■ Athletics at Angels, 6:38 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Regional Coverage: Colorado at Arizona (joined in progress) (6:40 p.m.) OR 
Athletics at L.A. Angels (joined in progress) (6:38 p.m.), 7 p.m., MLB

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION  (Playoffs)
■ Conference Final: Cleveland at New York, Game 2, 5:10 p.m., ESPN

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE  (Playoffs)
■ Eastern Conference Final: Montreal at Carolina, Game 1, 5 p.m., TNT/TRUTV

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ Saudi Pro League: Damac FC at at Al Nassr, 10:45 a.m., FS2
■ Liga MX Playoffs: Pumas UNAM at Cruz Azul, Final - Leg 1, 5 p.m., CBSSN

TENNIS
■ Roland Garros Qualifying Round 3; Hamburg-ATP, Geneva-ATP, Strasbourg-WTA, 
& Rabat-WTA Quarterfinals, 2 a.m., TENNIS; 3 a.m., TENNIS
■ Roland Garros Qualifying Round 3; Hamburg-ATP, Geneva-ATP, Strasbourg-WTA, 
& Rabat-WTA Semifinals, 2 a.m. (Friday), TENNIS; 3 a.m. (Friday), TENNIS
6 a.m. (Friday)

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Golden State at New York, 5 p.m., Prime Video
■ Sparks at Phoenix, 7 p.m., Prime Video

ON TV FRIDAY
AUTO RACING
■ NTT IndyCar Series: Carb Day Final Practice, Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
Indianapolis, 8 a.m., FS1
■ NTT IndyCar Series: Oscar Mayer Wienie 500, Indianapolis Motor Speedway, 
Indianapolis, 11 a.m., FOX
■ NTT IndyCar Series: Pit Stop Competition, Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Indianap-
olis, 11:30 a.m., FOX
■ NASCAR CRAFTSMAN Truck Series: North Carolina Education Lottery 200, 
Charlotte Motor Speedway, Concord, N.C., 4:30 p.m., FS1

COLLEGE BASEBALL
■ Big Ten Tournament: TBD, Omaha, Neb., 8 a.m., BTN
■ Big Ten Tournament: TBD, Omaha, Neb., 11 a.m., BTN
■ Atlantic Coast Tournament: TBD, Quarterfinal, Charlotte, N.C., Noon, ACC
■ Southeastern Tournament: TBD, Quarterfinal, Hoover, Ala., 1 p.m., SEC
■ Big Ten Tournament: TBD, Omaha, Neb., 3 p.m., BTN
■ Atlantic Coast Tournament: TBD, Quarterfinal, Charlotte, N.C., 4 p.m., ACC
■ Southeastern Tournament: TBD, Quarterfinal, Hoover, Ala., 5 p.m., SEC
■ Big Ten Tournament: TBD, Omaha, Neb., 7 p.m., BTN

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: Soudal Open, Second Round, Rinkven International GC, Antwerp, 
Belgium, 4 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour Champions: Trophy Hassan II, Second Round, Royal Golf Dar Es Salam, 
Rabat, Morocco, 6 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour: THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson, Second Round, TPC Craig Ranch, McKin-
ney, Texas, Noon, GOLF

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Houston at Chicago Cubs, 11:20 a.m., Apple TV
■ Detroit at Baltimore, 4:05 p.m., Apple TV
■ Regional Coverage: L.A. Dodgers at Milwaukee (4:40 p.m.) OR Seattle at Kansas 
City (4:40 p.m.), 4:30 p.m., MLB
■ Dodgers at Milwaukee, 4:40 p.m., SportsNetLA
■ Texas at Angels, 6:38 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Regional Coverage: Chicago White Sox at San Francisco (joined in progress) (7:15 
p.m.) OR Texas at L.A. Angels (joined in progress) (6:38 p.m.), 7:30 p.m., MLB

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE  (Playoffs)
■ Conference Final: TBD, 5 p.m., ESPN

UFL FOOTBALL
■ DC at Orlando, 5 p.m., FOX

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ TBA, 4:30 p.m., ION
■ Connecticut at Seattle, 7 p.m., ION

Planner
year will definitely have a good 
shot at it. I think she’s capable 
of  doing it. I just really hope 
I’m not the last one.

“But, being the first one, I 
hope it will encourage some 
people to push forward and 
know that they can do it.”

Alvarez cited his own expe-
rience as proof  that it’s possible.

“I started out my first two 
years of  my high school career 
with not even getting close to 
the state time,” Alvarez said. 
“And now, last year being a B 
finalist winner and then this 
year being seventh place in the 
A final, I hope it shows people 
that there’s more that they can 
do.”

Alvarez didn’t beat his best 
time, which was 55.06, at the 
state meet, though he was close 
to that time.

“That was the only bummer 
about it,” he said.

The 55.06 is an All-Amer-
ican consideration time, and 
just .02 away from the au-
tomatic time. Alvarez also 
earned an All-American con-
sideration time last season, and 
was named an All-American in 
the summer.

Quartz Hill junior Bailey 
Nickols also competed at the 
state championships and made 
it to the consolation final in the 
girls 100 backstroke. She fin-
ished 15th overall, sixth in the 
B final, with a time of  56.20. 
She was seeded 27th coming 
into the meet.

“Coming in 15th was a 
huge achievement for me, not 
only just from moving up from 
27th, but also being the first girl 
in (Golden) League history to 
make finals at state was just a 
huge accomplishment.”

Nickols was the first female 
swimmer from the Antelope 
Valley to ever qualify for finals. 

“Being the first girl to make 
finals was a huge thing for me,” 
she said. “Although I didn’t 
PR, it didn’t take away from 

the light of  what an amazing 
achievement it was to make fi-
nals as a whole. And, it really 
makes everything worth it.”

Nickols swam a 55.50 in 
the backstroke this season to 
achieve an All-American time.

She also competed in the 
girls 100 freestyle prelims, fin-
ishing 27th (51.77).

She has high hopes for her 
senior campaign next year.

“Next year, my goal is to 
keep working hard and break 
more records,” Nickols said.

Nickols said she will be 
training with her club swim 
team this summer.

Alvarez has a busy summer 
full of  meets. He is currently 
competing at the TYR Pro 
Swim Series in Sacramento, 
which wraps up today.

“We have a very big sched-
ule,” Alvarez said.

It was also a successful sea-
son as a whole for the Quartz 
Hill swim team.

The girls placed 13th at the 
CIF-Southern Section Divi-
sion 2 meet and tied for 82nd 
at CIF State with Nickols’ 
swims.

They won their 29th consec-
utive Golden League title and 
31st title overall and had the 
first diver in Audrey Glatfelter 

to compete in a diving meet, as 
well as CIF Prelims. Glatfelter’s 
diving score of  316.95 at pre-
lims set the school and Golden 
League record.

The girls team also swam 14 
top-10 times in school history.

Nickols was the first female 
swimmer in the Valley to com-
pete in two individual events 
at state and the first to make it 
to the second day of  the meet. 
She also finished third in the 
100 freestyle and 100 back-
stroke at the CIF-Southern 
Section Division 2 Finals.

Nickols broke three school 
and Golden League records 
— 51.09 in the 100 freestyle, 
2:04.40 in the 200 IM and 
55.50 in the 100 backstroke. 

“This was, overall, just an 
amazing season, from break-
ing records to making finals at 
state,” Nickols said. “I had so 
much fun, especially with my 
amazing teammates by my side 
through it all.”

The boys team finished 
third at the CIF-Southern 
Section Division 3 Finals, the 
highest finish for the team, and 
was tied for 61st at CIF State 
with Alvarez’s swim. They also 
won their 17th straight Golden 
League title and 30th overall. 

“Well, to end it off the way 

that we did at CIF was really 
amazing,” Alvarez said. “That 
was the highest that we had 
placed so far in my high school 
career. And I got to watch a lot 
of  people that I don’t think had 
swam before at CIF like Aiden 
(Thompson), (Connor) Dietzel 
and Nathaniel (Terrell). So it 
was great to see them post new 
best times.”

The boys team swam 18 
top-10 times in Royals’ history 
and broke six school records. 

Alvarez broke three indi-
vidual records and was a part 
of  two record-breaking relay 
teams. He broke the records 
in the 100 butterfly (51.86), 
200 IM (1:56.29) and the 100 
breaststroke (55.06), which was 
also a league record.

Alvarez, Xander Martin, 
Ian Venegas Fielder and Chase 
Stanford also broke the re-
cords in the 200 medley relay 
(1:35.79) and the 400 free relay 
(3:15.53).

The 200 medley relay time 
was also a league record and 
earned the team second place 
at the CIF-Southern Section 
Division 3 Finals. They were 
the first boys relay team to ever 
swim a CIF State consider-
ation time.

Martin also broke the school 
record in the 100 backstroke 
(54.36) to win the consolation 
final at the Division 3 Finals. 

Alvarez also won the 100 
breaststroke CIF-Southern 
Section Division 3 title after 
winning the same event in Di-
vision 2 last season. 

“Overall, it was a great high 
school season for us,” Alvarez 
said. “I watched many of  my 
friends hit new PBs. I definitely 
grew a lot closer with a lot of  
the boys on the team. I would 
say I had a really close senior 
year. It was definitely more 
about friendship and ending 
things right, than just fully 
self-motivated and just always 
worrying about my times and 
always worrying about what 
I’m gonna do. We definite-
ly just connected more as a 
team.”

SWIMMING
From B1

Contributed photo
Quartz Hill junior Bailey Nickols (left) and senior Conner Alvarez both 
had successful days at the CIF State Swim Championships on Saturday 
at Clovis Olympic Swim Complex. Alvarez finished seventh in the boys 
100-yard breaststroke, while Nickols was 15th in the girls 100 backstroke.

Dodgers manager Dave 
Roberts said they intend to use 
Lauer in their injury-plagued 
rotation for now, with his 
first start likely to be May 26 
against Colorado. Lauer also 
could be available out of  the 
bullpen behind Shohei Ohtani 
on Wednesday in San Diego, 
and he could eventually tran-
sition to a relief  role if  Tyler 
Glasnow and prospect River 
Ryan join the rotation.

Lauer was designated for 
assignment by Toronto last 

week after going 1-5 with a 
6.69 ERA in eight appear-
ances, including six starts. But 
the Dodgers have compelling 
memories of  Lauer’s talent af-
ter he made two scoreless ap-
pearances against them in last 
year’s World Series, including 4 
2/3 impressive innings during 
Los Angeles’ 18-inning victory 
in Game 3.

Dodgers reliever Will Klein 
won that game with four score-
less innings, and Klein was 
one of  the first players Lauer 
met in the Dodgers’ clubhouse 
Tuesday.

“I was like, ‘All right, I know 

you,’” Lauer said with a grin.
Lauer also is excited to be 

reunited with Dodgers pitching 
coach Mark Prior, who was the 
Padres’ minor league pitching 
coordinator when Lauer was 
drafted by the club in 2016. 
Lauer spent his first two major 
league seasons in San Diego’s 
rotation before getting traded 
to the Brewers in November 
2019.

“We definitely have a histo-
ry, and he’s shared things with 
me that he thinks will help me,” 
Lauer said. “I think he knows 
me pretty well. I’m not 22 any-
more, but I think he still has a 

good grasp on what makes me 
good and what would make 
me better.”

Lauer is 46-44 with a 4.26 
ERA in eight major league sea-
sons with San Diego (2018-19), 
Milwaukee (2020-23) and To-
ronto (2025-26). After spend-
ing the early part of  2024 with 
Pittsburgh’s and Houston’s 
Triple-A teams, he pitched in 
South Korea for the Kia Ti-
gers.

The Dodgers sent right-
hander Wyatt Mills back to 
Triple-A Oklahoma City to 
make room for Lauer on the 
big league roster.

DODGERS
From B1

Frederik Tiffels’ tying goal and Marc Mi-
chaelis’ go-ahead tally less than three min-
utes later.

Florida Panthers forward Matthew Tk-
achuk, who arrived at Zurich on Tuesday, 
played his first career game at the worlds. 
The two-time Stanley Cup winner and 
Olympic champion failed to convert his 
penalty shot.

The U.S. plays Latvia on Saturday.

LeBron James to tape live pod-
cast with Tyrese Haliburton in 
NYC at Fanatics Fest on July 16

NEW YORK — LeBron James will 
likely have a few things to say about free 
agency, the state of  the NBA and his own 
future on July 16.

James — the NBA’s all-time leading 
scorer — will be appearing at Fanatics Fest 
NYC that day at the Javits Center in New 
York and recording a live version of  the 
“Mind the Game” video podcast with In-
diana guard Tyrese Haliburton, the sports 
apparel giant announced Wednesday.

The taping will come roughly 2½ weeks 
after the start of  NBA free agency. James 
has not yet announced if  he will return next 
season for a 24th year of  his record-setting 
career. He just finished his eighth season 
with the Los Angeles Lakers and could elect 
to stay with that team or sign elsewhere as 
a free agent.

Whatever his choice is, it would seem 
likely that James announces something long 
before that July 16 podcast taping.

“None of  us in here know what the fu-
ture holds,” James said last week when the 
Lakers’ season ended with a second-round 
playoff loss to the Oklahoma City Thunder. 
“None of  us. Nobody has any idea what 
the future holds. And I don’t either. Like I 
said, I’ll take time to recalibrate and look 
over the season and see what’s best for my 
future. And when I get to that point, every-
one will know.”

Fanatics Fest will run through July 19 — 
the day of  the FIFA World Cup final, be-
ing played nearby in East Rutherford, New 
Jersey. The event will play host to the teams 
that make the World Cup final for news 
conferences on July 17.

The “Mind the Game” episode with 
James and Haliburton will be released on 
July 21 on YouTube, Prime Video and oth-
er platforms.

The event is a sports fan festival, with or-
ganizers describing it as “bringing together 
athletes, leagues, collectors, brands, and fans 
for a multi-day celebration of  sports and cul-
ture.” Many of  the biggest names in sports 
are expected to attend over the four days.

Kidd is out as coach of the 
Mavericks, 2 weeks after the 
hiring of team president Ujiri

DALLAS — Jason Kidd is out as coach 
of  the Dallas Mavericks after five seasons, 
and two weeks after the club hired former 
Toronto Raptors executive Masai Ujiri as 
team president and governor.

The team said Tuesday it was parting 
ways with Kidd, describing the move as a 
mutual decision. The Hall of  Fame point 
guard led the franchise to its only champi-
onship as a player in 2011.

When asked about the future of  Kidd at 
his introduction on May 5, Ujiri was non-
committal, saying he would talk to Kidd 
while evaluating all aspects of  the team.

Kidd made two deep playoff runs with 
Luka Doncic, reaching the NBA Finals in 
2024, two years after a loss to Golden State 
in the Western Conference finals.

The Mavericks traded Doncic to the Los 
Angeles Lakers during the 2024-25 season 
and missed the playoffs that season and 
again in 2025-26.

The 53-year-old Kidd had said he was 
looking forward to developing 2025 No. 1 
overall pick Cooper Flagg, who won Rook-
ie of  the Year. Instead, that task will fall to 
someone else.

NFL taking 2030 Super Bowl 
to Nashville and Titans’ new 

enclosed stadium
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The NFL is 

taking the 2030 Super Bowl to Nashville 
and the Tennessee Titans’ new Nissan Sta-
dium after team owners voted Tuesday to 
hold the league’s championship game in 
the Music City for the first time.

Once the Titans broke ground on the 
$2.1 billion enclosed stadium, a Super 
Bowl being played in Nashville appeared 
to be only a matter of  time. Commission-
er Roger Goodell said in November that 
Nashville lacked only the stage after setting 
a new standard for the league’s annual draft 
with record attendance for the 2019 draft.

The Titans are on schedule to finish 
the new stadium directly across from the 
current Nissan Stadium in February, com-
pleting the three-year construction. Crit-
ics worried the planned capacity wasn’t 
big enough to host a Super Bowl, though 
league officials were updated throughout 
the process.

Awarding the 2030 Super Bowl to Nash-
ville gives the Titans three full seasons to 
work out any kinks.

Tuesday’s announcement adds to the 
NFL’s Super Bowl lineup of  SoFi Stadium 
in Inglewood, California, hosting in 2027, 
followed by Atlanta in 2028 and Las Vegas 
in 2029.

The NFL also announced that Min-
nesota will host the 2028 draft a decade 
after hosting its last Super Bowl in 2018. 
Pittsburgh drew a record 805,000 fans over 
three days this past April. Washington will 
host the 2027 NFL draft. Minnesota last 
hosted a Super Bowl in 2018.

Caitlin Clark sidelined for Fever 
vs. Fire with back injury, her 
first game missed this season

INDIANAPOLIS — Caitlin Clark has 
a back injury and was ruled out by the In-
diana Fever for Wednesday night’s game 
against the Portland Fire.

The Fever disclosed Clark’s injury less 
than two hours before tipoff. She had not 
been listed on Indiana’s injury report a day 
earlier.
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