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W J UMBLE by David L. Hoyt

Use the clues to help unscramble the 2-21-21 - - ~
four Jumbles, one letter to each square, [ ot surprised how well she's
to form four words. done considering her career got
Clue: off to such aflying start.
FYU MA Keatons' connection
Clue:
R E DVl S R Louie sent them out
K ] K N Y
A N/
Clue:
STLI KE L “Street Food" pan =1
‘ ‘ ‘ w ‘ W Clue: By the time this
actress turned 30, shed
Clue: already had leading roles
S I FHAN O Style for HK and TG on two TV shows.
[ X X N Then arrange the circled letters to form the
Y. answer, as suggested by the above cartoon
and clue.

NNV VN
Answer
NAANANMNAAA

gy Jumbles: DINNER HAPPILY FORTUNE MAILMAN

Answers to 2/14/

You can e-mail David L. Hoyt at DLHoyt@aol.com.

00000
NN N SN /N /)

Answer: This person's first TV appearance was in a 1997 bank
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Soft ride, towing capacity
don’t always go hand in hand

Dear Car Talk: | bought
a barely-used 2009 Nissan
Frontier Pro4X Crew Cab in
2010. It was the best money
| ever spent. It now has 77K
miles, and | plan to keep it until
| can’t drive anymore.

My question: Is there any-
thing | can do to make the ride
softer, yet still keep the towing
capacity at a little over 6,000
pounds? — Carl

Unfortunately, there’s not a
heck of a lot you can do.

In order to have a towing
capacity of some 6,000 pounds,
the truck has to have heavy-
duty springs. And those springs
are what give your truck that
Conestoga wagon ride that
you’ve come to know and not
really love.

The only possible area for
improvement is your tires.

First, make sure they’re not
overinflated. Overinflated

tires will definitely add more
bounce to the ride, and that’s
the last thing you want. Don’t
underinflate them either but go
to the low end of the recom-
mended pressure range, espe-
cially when you’re not towing
anything.

And when it's time for new
tires, look at something like
the Continental Terrain Contact
A/T, which gets a pretty good
rating for comfort, along with
everything else. And that won’t
reduce your towing capacity, as
long as the tires carry the rat-
ings your truck requires.

Dear Car Talk: You recently
had a column about roadside
emission test stations. | live
in an area where our cars are
required to be tested every two
years to renew license plates.
The testing stations here are
mostly along interstate high-
ways, and | drive by them fre-
quently. | seriously doubt with
thousands of cars going by and
with the wind blowing that they
are able to test emissions and
somehow determine which car
the exhaust came from.

| recently received my notice
and am required to take my car
to a testing facility and pay $25
for the privilege. The whole deal
is nothing more than a revenue
source for the state and does
nothing to take polluters off the
road. —Ed

| can tell you're a skeptic, Ed.
But I think your information is a
little bit out of date.

You're thinking of the old
days when your emissions were
checked by sticking a probe up
the tailpipe. Kind of like taking a

BY RAY MAGLIOZZI

kid’s temperature. The mechanic
would insert a metal probe with
a hose on it in the tailpipe, and
it would suck exhaust gasses
into the analyzer. That would tell
us how much carbon monoxide
and unburned hydrocarbons
you were putting out.

But that’s not how it’s done
anymore. Now, the vast majority
of emissions tests are done by
tapping into the car's computer
directly. We have a device that
we plug into the car’s diagnostic
port, and it gives us readings
from the car’s own internal sen-
sors. It tells us, for instance,
the composition of the exhaust
before it goes through your
catalytic converter, and after it
goes through. And from that, we
can tell whether the converter is
doing its job.

We can also tell if, for
instance, there are too many
unburned hydrocarbons going
into your converter, which
means the problem is in the
engine, not the emissions
equipment. And because it's
all measured deep inside the
exhaust system, nothing nearby
will affect the reading, not a
car idling in the next bay, not a
passing FedEx truck, not even
my brother puffing on one of his
25-cent stogies.

Now, there may still be
places in the country where they
use a probe. Emissions testing
requirements are determined
by the states, in order to meet
the Environmental Protection
Agency’s clean air rules and
collect their fair share of federal
highway funds. But since the
computer diagnostic method
is quicker, easier, more accu-
rate and provides more useful
diagnostic information, I'd be
surprised if there are many
emissions probes still being
used out there.

So we can accurately deter-
mine whether individual cars are
polluting more than they should.
That means we can require that
those cars be fixed.

Got a question about cars? Write to
Ray in care of King Features, 628
Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803,
or email by visiting the Car Talk
website at www.cartalk.com.

NEW YORK TIMES SUNDAY CROSSWORD YOUR HOROSCOPE

By Katie Hale and Christina Iverson / Edited by Will Shortz

ACROSS
1 Unloading point
5 Trait for a ballerina

10 “Wanna hear a secret?”

preceder
14 Not much
18 The “0" of OWN
20 Portrayer of Captain
Davies in “Roots”
Bind with rope
Abacus column
Helpful

21
22
23
24

Batman?
27
29
30
31

____pickle

36 ___lecithin

(chocolate additive)

37 What most pens cant do
38 Jane portrayer in 1981's

“Tarzan, the Ape Man”
7y
45 Flip (out)

46 Rock band that you
might think would

always be an opening

act, with “the"?

48 Ex-Giants QB Manning
49 Finish scooping outa

big stir-fry?
54 Signal approval

55 Inexplicably missing, say

56 Bronté who wrote
“Agnes Grey”

57 Target of permethrin
cream

58 Not very convincing

60 Highly skilled

61 Rare race outcome

63 Unimaginative
birthday gift

64 s stertorous

65 Puritan’s goal in
17th-century Salem?

69 Changes topicsina
debate, perhaps

73 Scrapes (out)

74 The Rose Bowl, e.g.

79 Czar who co-ruled
with Peter |

80 Goes head to head

81 Indiana athlete

83 Sunburn soother

84 Specialist publication,

for short
!

Accept payment from
Eponymous Irish city
Counterparts of faunas

Cause for celebration at
a pachyderm sanctuary?

Worry about, informally

TODDLER TALK

No. 0214

information.

want to achieve.

121

124

Monopolize
Something a Parmesan
vendor might offer?
Unflappable state of

mind

Baron Cohen of film
One of all fours?
Container words
2019 film whose title
means “to the stars”
A dance and a dip
Cartoondom’s

Olive

100 What a stoner actor

smoked during
rehearsal?

107 Beginning and end of

“America”

109 “Ha-ha!"
110 Noise heard during

the London Blitz

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

QOONN E T[E
o[P[T]N[EJMA ulN
m[o[N[s|T[E[R RIC
SIE[I|s[us T[0

slo[IL L[u
N[A[T]U[R]E ElR
clAlR[E[TIY D[A
u[s[ElD 0lG
sIANMY[S v V[E
PILIA|T[0]O[N N E

AIN[K]A ro

L[N[T]E[R|N T[A L[N
w[o[R[K[E[D[F[0]R AIN[T W[ A
E[R[I]C S[T[U S[1[R K[o[N
BJA[S[A I[N S[EQN[T[N]N
| HEIG NG T[H[E[B|O[U[N]T]Y
Plo[L ol sV [Ae
AR[ ofsIMNu[N[cli]o
MmN FIT[H[E[S]c[o[T[c]H
Plo]E ARIAIELATE
A[SN Rlo[c/KIMD[E[L[A]Y

111 Domain for Jameson

and Maker's Mark?

116 Curl target, informally
117 Manual alternative
118 Soul singer Bridges
119 Bank investment?
120 Spanish dagger or

Adam’s needle is a
variety of it

121 New York football

team, informally

122 Apt rhyme for “crude”

and “rude”

123 It may need to be

broken to move

124 Lucretia____, abo-

(ep] O WO —

litionist and women's
rights advocate

DOWN

Childbirth assistant
Choose to participate
Concern for Superman
Superman’s birth name
Like many a teenage
boy’s facial hair

First Asian tennis
player to be ranked
No. 1insingles
Press

Bishop’s jurisdiction
Long period

Like some evidence
and bulbs

Doctor’s order

IRS ID

Live broadcast no-no
In

One creating draft
after draft?

Andean empire member
Some clicks of the
tongue

Slice of toast?

25
26
28
32

33
34
35
39
40

4
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42

43
44
47
50
51
52
53
55
59
60
62
63

64
66

67

Comes out ahead
Dolts

Market launch, for short
Amphibians that may
have toxic skin
Clichéd

Shakespeare villain
with more lines than
the title character
Kindle download
Skip the big
ceremony, say
They're found around
Scots

Bony fish with prized
egas

“Bottled poetry,”
according to Robert
Louis Stevenson
Active Sicilian volcano
Filled with wonder
Without concrete
evidence

“Ad Parnassum” and
“Fish Magic,” for two
Metaphor for a
shared experience

Be more important
than

Exaggerated kiss sound
Fuss

Legal title: Abbr.

He wrote lyrics to
“My Way" for Sinatra
Channel with a lot of
house renovation shows
Keeps in the loop, in
away

Give a start

Prez with a rhyming
campaign slogan
Lab work

68
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Keep your feelings to yourself. How you
display your affections and thoughts will
have an impact on your reputation this year.
Be a good listener, and you will accumulate

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Research will reveal information that will
help initiate a positive lifestyle change.
Once you head down a path that feels com-
fortable, you will excel quickly.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Pay
attention to what you do, not what others
are doing. If you let upset take over, it will
stop you from achieving your goal.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Look at
the cost involved and the logistics of what
you want to pursue before you take action.
It’s best to get things right the first time.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Test
your beliefs, and you will question what you
are doing with your life. Take a walk down
memory lane, and you’ll verify what you

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Call in
favors. You’ll discover who you can count
on and who you are better off leaving
behind. Opportunity is within reach.

MISS MANNERS

By Judith Martin, Nicholas Ivor Martin and Jacobina Martin

Dear Miss Manners: | come from a large
family, consisting of my parents and eight
siblings. We moved frequently as | was
growing up, our possessions packed up and

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Study
your plan, make adjustments and take

action. The changes you make based on the

information you discover will encourage
you to keep up with trends.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your
thirst for knowledge will grow. What you
discover will spark your imagination, giving
rise to improvements.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Consider the possibilities. A unique idea will
prompt you to invest more time and effort
into someone you want to pursue.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):
Don’t give someone the wrong impres-
sion. Be honest about how you feel and
what your intentions are, or when the truth
unfolds, you’ll end up looking bad.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
Getting upset with someone who doesn’t
pitch in will not help you achieve what you
set out to do.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Explore new possibilities, make friends, and
refuse to let anyone stand between you and
your happiness.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Whether you give yourself a makeover or
you make your surroundings comfy, the
result will brighten your day.

By Eugenia Last

support you against people who have no
business criticizing your hospitality. Thank
that friend and use the matching set for
picnics, when it won’'t matter.

Dear Miss Manners: My husband has
a close friend, Burt, whom he has known
since high school and who is part of our
social circle. Last year, we learned that
Burt’s mother had died, and my husband
called him with condolences. A week or so
later, we saw him at a brunch. | told him
that | had known his mother from church,
and gave him my sympathy.

In our conversation, | asked how old she
had been. He snapped at me, saying some-
thing like, “I don’t see how that’s relevant.”

| was embarrassed and wondered if |
had made a faux pas or been insensitive.
However, the next day, the obituary was
in the newspaper, and her age was plainly
stated immediately after her name.

Was | wrong or rude to ask Burt his late
mother’s age? | was not intending to pry. In
my experience, that’s a common question
when someone dies.

Dear Gentle Reader: But not when the
lady is alive. Miss Manners deplores the
notion that it is shameful to age, but recog-
nizes that unfortunately, many people have
internalized it.

Burt could still have been reacting to

what his mother would have said if he told

fcrggzsee ofsomebrain  gpinned over a dozen times.
TP Money was never overly abundant, and
It comes in California o<
and New Yorkstyles  though my mother loved to set a nice din-
Covered in vines ner table for us all, she quickly gave up on
Celebrity who holds the having any matching tableware. Instead,
Guinnessworldrecordfor ~ she used whatever was available, interest-
“Most Frequent Clapper” ing and affordable. As time went on, no two
Half and half? pieces ever matched, and | came to think of
Gallivants this as eclectic and charming.
2” t.hetslii.fe s(;de . Now that I'm grown, I've continued my
nCIEtKiNGAom I mygther’s custom of mixing things up, as it
modern-day Jordan bri ) ‘
Elusive, in a way rings back fond memories Qf my fgmlly
Words o leam, brigfly ~ and my youth. My tableware is all different
In itself: Lat. designs and makes, and | even use jelly jars
“Oh, come on!” as juice glasses in my kitchen.
Aggressive pitch The problem is that when guests come
Physically fit for dinner, many seem perplexed with my
Rock song? non-matching table items, and will tell me
E,'ﬁ thOf t“”da where | can purchase matching sets cheap-
il with wonder ly. | politely tell them that things are exactly
Attaches, as a button ;
as | want them to be, and that money is not
Some shop tools ) IR
“Now it makes sense”  the issue. Rarely does it sink in.
“ So Bad” (Tom A friend sent me a full matching set of
Petty song) tableware, thinking that she was doing me
1 Flying____drop afavor. If | return it, it will hurt her feelings,
(pro wrestling move) et if | use it, my constructed collection of
2 Shocks, in a way mismatched items will be disrupted. What
3 Hip bone should | do to make her happy, yet continue
4 Classic brand ofwalers - ing the items that I'm so fond of?
5 Upright
GIrgfaﬁgofs;rlﬁiﬂ;”y Dear Gentle Reader: Your friends must
7 It might come in a be unaware of a put-down once used by

branded tote bag
8 Buddy
2" -haw!”
3Laid up
4 Formerly called
5 Peron of politics

inherited it instead.

Never mind that your tableware was
bought and that it may not be silver; Miss
Manners was just reaching for a way to

snobs: “the sort of people who buy their
silver.” Mixed patterns are a sign of having

her age. Instead of snapping, he could have
told you, “She wouldn’t want me to tell.”

Address your etiquette questions to Miss

Manners at her website, www.missmanners.

com; to her email, dearmiss manners@gmail.
com; or through postal mail to Miss Manners,
Andrews McMeel Syndication, 1130 Walnut St.,
Kansas City, MO 64106.



