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Dear Miss Manners: I became fast friends 
and drinking buddies with an (essentially) 
married couple and the wife’s business 
partner and close friend, a married man. 
They helped me through some hard times, 
although I don’t hang out with them much 
anymore.

The wife, Arlene, and the partner, Josh, 
were often together because of their work, 
and she considers him like a brother. I’ve 
been single for years, and Josh apparently 
developed a crush on me. I’ve never had 
similar feelings, in spite of enjoying his 
personality — besides, he’s married. 
He also has serious weight issues, and I 
would consider both him and Arlene heavy 
drinkers.

But Arlene consistently mentioned how 
she thought Josh just needed a “good 
woman” to get him out of his marriage. She 
has flat-out told me numerous times she 
thinks he went on such-and-such diet hop-
ing to date me. 

I made it clear to her from Day 1 that I 
won’t engage with someone who is married 
— happily or not — and that I don’t have 
those feelings towards Josh. 

Fast-forward to a long-overdue, socially 
distanced dinner with Arlene, where she 
mentioned that she really thinks Josh and I 
would be great together. I lost my patience 
and point-blank said, “I will never be 
romantically attracted to Josh.” 

She looked like I’d just stolen her 
beloved cat. How can I dissuade these con-
tinuous comments, and what is the correct 
way to respond? 

Dear Gentle Reader: One way to respond 
is to understand that someone who — 
for whatever strange reason — has no 
respect for either your wishes or your 

principles is not your friend. Then if Arlene 
chooses to pout, you need not attempt to 
mollify her.

If, for whatever strange reasons of 
your own, you want to continue the rela-
tionship, Miss Manners suggests putting 
the matter before Josh. As he has appar-
ently not made direct overtures to you, you 
are free to treat him as another victim of 
Arlene’s delusion. 

“I suppose Arlene must mean well,” you 
can tell him, “but she is embarrassing us 
both by trying to promote an adulterous 
relationship between us. Under any circum-
stances, a romance between us will always 
be out of the question, although I hope we 
will remain friends. She doesn’t listen to 
me, so please tell her that you don’t want 
her pestering me on your supposed behalf.”

Dear Miss Manners: We had been invited 
to a wedding this fall. Due to the pandemic, 
a small ceremony will still take place; how-
ever, the celebration will be postponed. (No 
date set as I write this.) 

When is it appropriate to give a wedding 
gift? At the time of the ceremony, which we 
will not attend, or at the celebration?

Dear Gentle Reader: Now. You were 
invited, presumably to be reinvited when 
possible, and the couple, whom Miss 
Manners assumes you want to please, is 
getting married. That is the reason for giv-
ing a wedding present — not as admission 
to the wedding.

Address your etiquette questions to Miss 
Manners at her website, www.missmanners.
com; to her email, dearmiss manners@gmail.
com; or through postal mail to Miss Manners, 
Andrews McMeel Syndication, 1130 Walnut St., 
Kansas City, MO 64106. 

MISS MANNERS
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Ivor Martin and Jacobina Martin

Step away from conflict and unpredict-
able situations. Concentrate on getting your 
life and goals in order, and rid yourself of 
past regrets and situations that hold you 
hostage. Take the initiative to turn negatives 
into positives and to live life your way.  

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Approach situations realistically. When 
dealing with loved ones, be receptive and 
offer positive support. Consider what you 
can do to get up and moving.  

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You’ve 
got what it takes to bring about a positive 
change. Discuss your plans with someone 
you love, and together you can change the 
way you do things and how you live.   

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Be care-
ful what you share with others. Someone 
will use information against you to discredit 
your ability to pursue something you want.   

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Discuss your plans with someone you 
love, and a change to the way you live will 
unfold. Love is in the stars.  

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Do some-
thing energetic. Focus on self-improve-
ment, discipline and building confidence. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A new 
beginning, a change of scenery or expand-
ing your interests, knowledge and skills will 
lead to a brighter future.  

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Anger is a 
waste of time. Put your energy to better use 
and do something that will improve your 
life, not cause uncertainty.  

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Discuss your plans with someone you love, 
and make changes that will encourage you 
to live the life that brings you peace and 
happiness. It’s up to you to set goals.  

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
A physical outlet will calm your nerves. 
Don’t let anyone meddle in your affairs. It’s 
best to verify information.   

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Take your plan to the next level. Update 
skills and follow trends. You owe it to your-
self to bring about change that benefits you 
personally and professionally.  

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Look out for your interests, and handle and 
protect your lifestyle from anyone trying to 
disrupt what you’ve worked to achieve.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Use 
your imagination, take control and develop 
a plan that will bring about positive change 
physically, emotionally and financially.   
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YOUR HOROSCOPE

By Eugenia Last

ACROSS
1 Aid for a small business
10 Dev of “Slumdog 

Millionaire”
15 Part of a prairie skyline
19 Strict commitment
20 Sidestep
21 “Way ahead of you”
22 Compliment to a 

runway model?
24 Low card in Texas 

hold’em
25 Some donations
26 Stable supply
27 Starting piece on a1 or 

h8, say
28 ____ Slam (tennis 

feat) 
30 Drain
31 Easily offended by foul 

language?
34 Kind of high ground
37 Trial
38 Breaks down
39 Spanish “sun”
40 Axel ____, protagonist 

of “Beverly Hills Cop”
41 X
42 Japanese roadster 

since 1989
44 Residence that might 

be named for a donor
45 Question to a tantrum 

thrower?
49 Costly cuts
51 First two words of 

“Green Eggs and Ham”
52 ____ fi xe
53 Malbec and syrah, e.g.
54 Role model
55 Wet-Nap, for one
57 Friend with a rhyming 

description
59 Sighting aptly found in 

“Are you for real?”
61 “Anything you’d like to 

____?”
63 Relics proving how 

Noah steered his boat?
68 Something to do for 

recovery?
69 Pacifi c island ring
70 Neil with the hit “Break-

ing Up Is Hard to Do”
71 Carries out
73 Actor Elwes of “The 

Princess Bride”
75 Trade blows

77 Mild
79 Driver’s org., no matter 

how you slice it?
80 Relent
83 Prepared for a fi eld 

trip?
86 Interjections akin to 

“Yeah, su-u-ure!”
87 Bygone forensic spinoff
89 Android alternative
90 Quits at the last minute
91 Org. that awards the 

Safer Choice label
92 World capital 

established in 1535
93 Jackanapes
94 Rap producers’ favorite 

vegetables?
95 Masters of slapstick?
100 Retinal receptor

101 Drink after drink?
102 “To live without ____ 

is to cease to live”: 
Dostoyevsky

103 Sign of summer
104 Stow cargo
108 Get into gear
109 Title for an oral 

surgeon’s handbook?
113 Certain sexual preferences
114 Italian automotive hub
115 Subject of many an 

off-season rumor
116 “Young Frankenstein” 

character played by Teri 
Garr

117 Tee type
118 4th order?

 DOWN
1 ____ Rudolph, por-

trayer of Kamala Harris 
on “SNL”

2 Role model
3 Amigo
4 Rules’ partner, for short
5 El Dorado treasure
6 Like apple seeds, if 

eaten in huge quantities
7 Fresh from a keg
8 Sore
9 Org. that sponsored the 

design competition for 
the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial

10 MXN, on a currency chart
11 Adele and Cher, e.g.
12 ____ and Caicos
13 Part of a dean’s address
14 “I’d rather pass”
15 Shooting sport
16 All together now

17 Farm-to-table consumer
18 Word that sounds like 

its fi rst letter
21 Elba who played Ma-

cavity in 2019’s “Cats”
23 One end of the PolitiFact 

meter
29 Willing subject
30 “Don’t be rude ... greet 

our guests!”
31 Loonie or toonie
32 Some are named for 

kings and queens
33 Stately street liners
34 Coat from a goat
35 High point of Greek 

civilization?
36 Emeritus: Abbr.
37 “It’s me ... duh!”
40 “Just sayin’,” in shorthand
41 Needless to say
42 Mississippi ____ pie
43 Released
44 Thingamabob
46 Brink
47 World No. 1 tennis 

player between 
Navratilova and Seles

48 Lived in a blue state?
50 One might be hard to 

sit for
54 Pipes at some bars
56 Brings out
58 Downfall in many an 

Agatha Christie novel
60 Buzzed hairstyle
62 Stops harping on 

something
64 Like a sparsely 

attended party
65 See 66-Down
66 With 65-Down, “Ditto”

67 Pelvic exercises
72 Give attitude
74 Instruction for a 

course?
76 Earnings
78 Drew back
80 “Sorry to intrude ...”
81 Certain monkey ... or 

monk
82 “Jackpot!”
83 One needing new, 

unburned pants?
84 De-lights?
85 Oil-rich state, for short
88 Appliance with apps
92 Yearns (for)
93 Fashionable pair
94 Cover for “little piggies”
96 “Josephine the Singer, 

or the Mouse Folk” is 
the last short story he 
wrote

97 “Take that!”
98 Kind of chemical bond 

in salts
99 Vivacious quality
100 What a meta clue might 

do to itself
103 Chicago mayor 

Lightfoot
104 Brick made of 

acrylonitrile butadiene 
styrene

105 New ____
106 Showy basket
107 Lifesavers, for short
108 Piece of equipment for 

gold medalist Lindsey 
Vonn

110 Marauder of old
111 Lifelong bud, slangily 
112 Partner of hem
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Dear Car Talk: Sometimes 
when I go into my garage late 
at night, I can hear a humming 
noise coming from my 2005 
Tacoma. It sounds like a small 
electric motor running. What is 
it and will it eventually run down 
the battery? — Randall

What you’re hearing is the 
evaporative emissions pump. In 
the old days, fuel systems were 
vented directly to the outside air. 
Every gas cap had a hole in it to 
let the gasoline vapors escape. 
But that was a huge cause of 
smog. So fuel systems were 
redesigned and sealed to trap 
gasoline vapors. Inside a sealed 
system, we now capture gas 
vapors in a charcoal canister 
and then reintroduce and com-
bust them when the car starts 
up again. 

What you’re hearing is a 
pump that pressurizes your 
fuel storage system (the tank, 
filler neck, gas cap, evaporative 
canister) in order to test it, and 
make sure it’s sealed. As long as 
the system holds its pressure, 
the computer concludes that 
everything is fine, and it stands 
down.

But if the system can’t hold 
pressure — if the pump has 
to come on too often or for 
too long — then the computer 
assumes there’s a leak from 
which gasoline vapors are 
escaping, and it will turn on 
your check engine light. 

So if your check engine light 
hasn’t come on, there’s nothing 
to worry about yet, Randall. If it 
HAS come on, first check to be 
sure your gas cap is on tightly 
and correctly. That’s the single 
most common source of a fuel 
system pressure leak. And if 
that doesn’t turn the light off in 
short order, you’ve bought your-
self a trip to the mechanic. 

Either way, stop sneaking 
up on your truck like that in the 
garage, Randall. Give it a little 
privacy at night, eh? 

* * *
Dear Car Talk: I drive a 

supercharged 1994 Buick Park 
Avenue Ultra with 123,000 
miles. The horn quit working, 
and I took it to a Buick dealer 
who ran a diagnostic test. 

Their test didn’t show why 
the horn had quit working. They 
thought it might possibly be a 
short circuit. They offered to do 
a more extensive test for $375 
but would not guarantee that 
they could find the problem. 

I did not take them up on 
their offer. They suggested that 
I try to find a Mom and Pop 
car shop that would do the 

diagnostic work more cheaply. 
No luck so far. Do you have any 
idea why the horn quit working? 
— Jerry

I do, Jerry, but I’ll have to 
charge you $375 before I tell 
you.

Actually, no. I don’t know. I’m 
guessing the dealership ran the 
simplest tests. They probably 
started by checking the fuse and 
horn relay. Those take about 
two minutes each. Then they 
energized your horns (there are 
two of them, which is what cre-
ates that obnoxious, dissonant 
musical note) and found that the 
horns themselves worked fine 
when properly energized.

Then, they probably tested 
the wires that attach to the 
horns and discovered that there 
was no power arriving there. 
That means that the problem is 
somewhere between your palm 
and those final horn wires.

That’s how we would have 
started, too. And the truth is, at 
that point, the work starts get-
ting a lot more time-consuming, 
which is why they lost interest.

If I were working on your 
car, the next thing I’d check is 
the horn pad on your steering 
wheel, given the age of your 
Buick. Checking that requires 
removing the horn pad, which 
contains the driver’s airbag. 
Once you remove the horn pad, 
you can jump the horn wires 
and see if that makes the horn 
blow. If it does, then you need a 
new horn pad. 

If jumping the wires doesn’t 
sound the horn, then you’ve got 
a wiring issue — somewhere 
downstream of those two wires 
and upstream of the horns 
themselves — and that could 
easily run into several hours of 
labor and, therefore, hundreds 
of dollars to track down.

Alternatively, if you’re ready 
to accept that this car has offi-
cially entered heapdom, you 
could bypass your current setup 
and have a shop install a new 
horn button somewhere that’s 
easy for you to reach on the 
dashboard. 

Good luck, Jerry.

Got a question about cars? Write to 
Ray in care of King Features, 628 
Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803, 
or email by visiting the Car Talk 
website at www.cartalk.com.

Why is my Toyota Tacoma 
humming at night?

BY RAY MAGLIOZZI
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