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FIRST
$70,000, Maiden Special Weight, 3-Year-Olds & Up Fillies and Mares, Five Furlongs (T)
PP	 Horse (Med Code),	 Wt.	 Jockey	 Last 3	 Trainer	 Odds
1	 Va Va Voom (L),	 124	 M. Gutierrez	 2-6-2	 Antonio Garcia	 5/2
2	 Vigilantia (L),	 122	 J. Hernandez	 6-x-x	 Michael McCarthy	 6/1
3	 Map to My Heart (M),	 122	 D. Van Dyke	 5-3-x	 Brian Koriner	 3/1
4	 Mendham Mill (L),	 122	 K. Frey	 x-x-x	 Mark Glatt	 6/1
5	 Lady Macarena (L),	 122	 U. Rispoli	 10-6-2	 Michael McCarthy	 4/1
6	 Smitten by Kitten (L),	 122	 A. Cedillo	 10-x-x	 Mark Glatt	 8/1
7	 Aventapp (L),	 122	 T. Baze	 3-11-6	 Mark Glatt	 5/1

SECOND
$72,000, Allowance Optional Claiming, 3-Year-Olds & Up Fillies and Mares, One Mile
PP	 Horse (Med Code),	 Wt.	 Jockey	 Last 3	 Trainer	 Odds
1	 Sweet Pearl (L),	 122	 K. Desormeaux	 4-9-7	 Robert Hess, Jr.	 10/1
2	 California Kook (L),	 125	 U. Rispoli	 8-2-1	 Peter Miller	 9/5
3	 Ginja (L),	 120	 M. Smith	 3-5-2	 Bob Baffert	 5/2
4	 Velvet Slippers (L),	 120	 J. Hernandez	 2-1-5	 Bob Baffert	 5/2
5	 Trouville (L),	 123	 A. Cedillo	 4-1-5	 Leonard Powell	 5/1
6	 Varoma (L),	 120	 G. Franco	 7-12-3	 William Spawr	 8/1

THIRD

$45,000, 2-Year-Olds, Six Furlongs
PP	 Horse (Med Code),	 Wt.	 Jockey	 Last 3	 Trainer	 Odds
1	 Mr. T’s Thirsty,	 120	 U. Rispoli	 2-5-5	 Walther Solis	 3/1
2	 Bright Leaf,	 116	 E. Ellingwood	 1-9-5	 John Sadler	 6/1
3	 Prince Hussar,	 120	 T. Pereira	 5-4-1	 Hector Palma	 12/1
4	 Clampett,	 123	 V. Espinoza	 1-8-8	 Mark Glatt	 7/2
5	 Im Still Thirsty,	 120	 T. Baze	 7-7-1	 Jorge Periban	 12/1
6	 Hay Juan,	 123	 J. Hernandez	 1-4-x	 Doug O’Neill	 5/2
7	 Tizlightning,	 123	 K. Frey	 1-x-x	 Steven Miyadi	 3/1

FOURTH
$39,000, Claiming $25,000-$22,500, 3-Year-Olds & Up, Five Furlongs (T)
PP	 Horse (Med Code),	 Wt.	 Jockey	 Last 3	 Trainer	 Odds
1	 Psycho Dar (L),	 120	 E. Maldonado	 9-2-4	 Eddie Truman	 5/2
2	 Fly the Sky (L),	 120	 U. Rispoli	 8-7-5	 Steven Miyadi	 4/1
3	 Barristan The Bold (L),	 120	 D. Van Dyke	 4-7-3	 G. Papaprodromou	 4/1
4	 Fight On (L),	 120	 J. Hernandez	 2-3-7	 Michael Maker	 2/1
5	 Polar (L),	 113	 J. Espinoza	 6-1-3	 Jerry Wallace, II	 20/1
6	 First Prez (L),	 120	 T. Pereira	 4-8-6	 Jeff Mullins	 6/1
7	 Bedrock (L),	 120	 A. Cedillo	 9-9-3	 Robert Hess, Jr.	 10/1
98	 Mr Vargas,		  S.	 3-4-8

FIFTH
$27,000, Maiden Claiming $32,000-$32,000, 2-Year-Olds, Six Furlongs
PP	 Horse (Med Code),	 Wt.	 Jockey	 Last 3	 Trainer	 Odds
1	 Mad Steven,	 120	 U. Rispoli	 6-x-x	 Steven Miyadi	 8/1
2	 Chasing Alchemy,	 120	 W. Barnett	 5-x-x	 Art Sherman	 20/1

3	 After the Candy,	 120	 D. Van Dyke	 8-6-3	 Jeffrey Metz	 30/1
4	 Riviera Champ,	 120	 J. Hernandez	 6-6-4	 Michael Maker	 5/2
5	 Besame Mucho,	 113	 D. Herrera	 x-x-x	 Richard Baltas	 5/1
6	 Pinedale,	 120	 V. Espinoza	 x-x-x	 Ryan Hanson	 6/1
7	 Town Boy,	 120	 A. Cedillo	 2-2-8	 Doug O’Neill	 9/5
8	 State of the Union,	 120	 J. Pyfer	 7-3-5	 Jeff Bonde	 8/1
9	 Medina Man,	 120	 T. Baze	 5-3-4	 Edwin Alvarez	 15/1

SIXTH
$39,000, Claiming $25,000-$22,500, 3-Year-Olds & Up, One Mile (T)
PP	 Horse (Med Code),	 Wt.	 Jockey	 Last 3	 Trainer	 Odds
1	 Dr. Troutman (L),	 121	 E. Maldonado	 3-6-8	 Jerry Hollendorfer	 8/1
2	 Fly to Mars (L),	 119	 T. Baze	 4-2-4	 Peter Miller	 3/1
3	 Via Egnatia (L),	 123	 V. Espinoza	 9-1-1	 Richard Baltas	 7/2
4	 Blameless (L),	 121	 J. Valdivia, Jr.	 2-3-5	 Sergio Morfin	 5/1
5	 French Getaway (L),	 121	 R. Gonzalez	 6-3-3	 Kristin Mulhall	 6/1
6	 Move Over (L),	 121	 J. Hernandez	 3-4-4	 Hector Palma	 10/1
7	 Seeking Refuge (L),	 121	 K. Frey	 3-5-2	 Manuel Ortiz, Sr.	 15/1
8	 Absolute Unit (L),	 121	 U. Rispoli	 8-1-3	 Michael Maker	 8/1
9	 Stirling Drive (L),	 121	 J. Bravo	 4-4-10	 Brian Koriner	 6/1

SEVENTH
$72,000, Allowance Optional Claiming, 3-Year-Olds & Up Fillies and Mares, Six and One 
Half Furlongs
PP	 Horse (Med Code),	 Wt.	 Jockey	 Last 3	 Trainer	 Odds
1	 Saturday Heist (L),	 120	 E. Maldonado	 1-5-5	 Val Brinkerhoff	 12/1
2	 Kristi’s Tiger (L),	 124	 M. Smith	 2-8-2	 Thomas Bell, II	 7/2

3	 Rain Diva (L),	 124	 J. Pyfer	 3-4-7	 Mark Glatt	 6/1
4	 Delta Wind (L),	 120	 J. Bravo	 4-1-5	 John Sadler	 5/2
5	 Big Summer (L),	 120	 U. Rispoli	 1-2-2	 Blake Heap	 5/1
6	 Lila At the Beach (L),	 120	 A. Cedillo	 1-3-3	 Jamey Thomas	 12/1
7	 Cassie Belle (L),	 124	 T. Baze	 5-6-9	 Sean McCarthy	 6/1
8	 September Secret (L),	 115	 D. Herrera	 4-6-1	 Peter Miller	 4/1

EIGHTH
$70,000, Maiden Special Weight, 2-Year-Olds Fillies, One Mile (T)
PP	 Horse (Med Code),	 Wt.	 Jockey	 Last 3	 Trainer	 Odds
1	 Lovers Odyssey,	 120	 J. Bravo	 x-x-x	 Peter Miller	 10/1
2	 Councilwoman Jilly,	 120	 U. Rispoli	 x-x-x	 Patrick Gallagher	 15/1
3	 Candy On Top,	 120	 R. Gonzalez	 3-2-4	 Carla Gaines	 4/1
4	 Precious Insight,	 120	 T. Pereira	 2-4-9	 Walther Solis	 6/1
5	 Bonnie Brae,	 120	 G. Franco	 4-x-x	 Philip D’Amato	 4/1
6	 Warren’s Queen Bee,	 120	 J. Hernandez	 3-2-2	 Craig Lewis	 5/1
7	 Heaven’s Ghost,	 120	 R. Curatolo	 5-4-9	 Daniel Dunham	 30/1
8	 Infinite Love,	 120	 T. Baze	 5-3-5	 Walther Solis	 15/1
9	 She’s a Bit Sassy,	 113	 E. Ellingwood	 x-x-x	 Tim Yakteen	 15/1
10	 La Deuxieme Etoile,	 120	 M. Gutierrez	 9-8-2	 Doug O’Neill	 7/2
11	 Roubaix,	 113	 D. Herrera	 4-8-8	 Paula Capestro	 15/1
98	 Warren’s Showgirl,		  S.	 7-6-x
(c) 2021 Equibase Company LLC, all rights reserved.
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ATLANTA — Led by a 
defense that is downright nas-
ty, the New England Patriots 
are suddenly playing with the 
swagger of  their Tom Brady 
years.

Mac Jones threw a 19-yard 
scoring pass to Nelson Agholor 
for the game’s only offensive 
touchdown and Kyle Van Noy 
and the New England defense 
took care of  the rest, blanking 
the Atlanta Falcons 25-0 on 
Thursday night for the Patri-
ots’ fifth straight victory.

New England (7-4) has al-
lowed just 13 points in its last 
three games. 

“We’re catching our stride,” 
said linebacker Matthew Jud-
on, who picked up another 
sack to push his total for the 
season to a career-best 10.5. 
“We’re playing with a lot of  
confidence.”

New England (7-4) wasn’t as 
dominating as four days earli-
er, when the Patriots blew out 
the Browns 45-7, but it was a 
thorough beatdown of  a feeble 
Falcons team that hasn’t scored 
a touchdown in nearly nine 
quarters.

New England has its longest 
winning streak since an 8-0 
start to the 2019 season, which 
turned out to be Brady’s final 
year with the Patriots.

“I feel like we’ve got one of  
the best defenses in the league,” 
said cornerback J.C. Jackson, 
who had one of  the four picks 
by the Patriots.

Atlanta (4-6) was shut out 
for the first time since a 38-0 
loss to Carolina on Dec. 13, 
2015.

Matt Ryan was sacked four 
times and intercepted twice, 
enduing another miserable 
performance — this one in 
prime time — after posting the 

lowest passer rating of  his ca-
reer in a 43-3 rout by the Dallas 
Cowboys last Sunday.

“It’s been a tough five days 
offensively,” Ryan said. “We 
haven’t thrown the ball well 
enough, we haven’t run the ball 
well enough.”

The Patriots drove 76 yards 
in seven plays for a touchdown 
early in the second quarter.

Damien Harris did most of  
the dirty work, running four 
times for 34 yards and grab-
bing a 9-yard pass, before Ag-
holor got open over the mid-
dle against busted coverage, 
hauled in the throw from Jones 
and scooted to the end zone.

Jones completed 22 of  26 
for 207 yards.

“It was a good team win,” 
the rookie quarterback said. 
“The defense stepped up and 
played really well.”

Van Noy had two sacks and 
capped his brilliant defensive 
performance with a 35-yard 
interception return for a touch-
down off Falcons backup QB 
Josh Rosen.

Nick Folk booted field goals 
of  32, 44, 53 and 33 yards.

Atlanta’s only chance to 
make a game of  it came after 
A.J. Terrell’s 35-yard intercep-
tion return sparked a drive that 
reached the New England 16 
in the final minute of  the third 
quarter. 

On fourth and 1, the Fal-
cons handed the ball to Qa-
dree Ollison, who had been 
promoted from the practice 
squad just before the game. He 
was swallowed up by the Patri-
ots for no gain.

Atlanta simply had no of-
fensive punch with hybrid star 
Cordarrelle Patterson unable 
to go because of  an ankle in-
jury. 

The Patriots devoted much 
of  their attention to rookie tight 
end Kyle Pitts, limiting the first-
round pick to three catches for 
29 yards.

Of  course, any meeting 
between these two teams is 
sure to bring back memories 
of  the greatest comeback — 
and collapse — in Super Bowl 
history. In 2017, the Falcons 
squandered a 28-3 lead late 
in the third quarter and lost to 
the Brady-led Patriots 34-28 in 
overtime.

The Falcons should’ve 
known they were in a for a long 
night when a lunar eclipse oc-
curring after the game was set 
to last three hours — and 28 
minutes.

Yep, another reminder of  
3-28.

The Patriots social media 
team couldn’t resist a little 
poke, sending out a tweet be-
fore the game that said, “We 
weren’t going to mention it but 

... You can’t make this stuff up.” 
FINISHING IT OFF

The Patriots didn’t let up, 
even after the Falcons essen-
tially put up the white flag by 
pulling Ryan.

Van Noy dropped back into 
coverage to pick off a pass that 
was intended for Russell Gage, 
returning it for the TD that fin-
ished off the scoring.

The Falcons then sent in 
third-string quarterback Fe-
leipe Franks, who received the 
same treatment from the New 
England defense. 

On his only play, Franks was 
intercepted by Adrian Phillips.

The Falcons became the 
first team since Nov. 12, 2000, 
to have three QBs picked off in 
the same game. It last occurred 
when San Diego’s Jim Har-
baugh, Ryan Leaf  and Moses 
Moreno threw interceptions in 
a 17-7 loss to the Dolphins.

FALCON FOLLIES
A terrible sequence in the 

second quarter epitomized At-
lanta’s offensive woes.

On third and less than a 
yard at the New England 14, 
Ryan was thrown down by Van 
Noy for a 13-yard loss.

The Falcons still appeared 
to salvage some points when 
Younghoe Koo kicked a 45-
yard field goal, only to have it 
wiped off the board by an ille-
gal formation penalty on line-
man Jason Springs.

Forced to kick again, Koo’s 
50-yarder veered wide left of  
the upright.

UP NEXT
Patriots: Host the AFC-lead-

ing Tennessee Titans (8-2) Nov. 
26 in what is shaping up to be 
one of  the biggest games of  the 
year. 

Falcons: Travel to Jackson-
ville on Nov. 26 to face the 
woeful Jaguars (2-7). 

Patriots stifle Falcons for 5th straight win
National Football League | Patriots 25, Falcons 0National Football League | Patriots 25, Falcons 0

By PAUL NEWBERRY
Associated Press Patriots safety 

Adrian Phillips 
(21) and 
cornerback Jalen 
Mills (2) celebrate 
stopping the 
Atlanta Falcons 
during the 
second half 
on Thursday 
in Atlanta. The 
Patriots won 
25-0.
Associated Press

of  his season.
“It was my first one and I 

got to play with a lot of  play-
ers that I’ve always watched 
on TV,” Ohtani said. “That 
was a great experience.”

Ruth had just two seasons 
in which he thrived at the 
plate while pitching regularly. 
He batted .300 with 11 hom-
ers and 61 RBIs in 1918 while 
going 13-7 with a 2.22 ERA 
for Boston, then hit .322 with 
29 homers and 113 RBIs in 
1919 while going 9-5 with a 
2.97 ERA. Ruth was sold to 
the Yankees that December 
and made just five mound 
appearances in his final 16 
seasons.

Ohtani became the second 
Japanese MVP winner after 
Seattle outfielder Ichiro Suzu-
ki in 2001.

“I’ve dealt with a lot of  
doubters, especially from my 
days in Japan, but tried not to 
let that get to me, let the pres-
sure get to me,” Ohtani said. 
“I just wanted to have fun and 
see what kinds of  numbers I 
could put up and what type of  
performance I could put up.”

Harper received 17 of  
30 first-place votes and 348 
points from a separate panel. 
Washington outfielder Juan 
Soto was second with six firsts 
and 274 points, and San Di-
ego shortstop Fernando Tatis 
Jr. was third with two firsts 
and 244 points.

Harper overcame getting 
hit on the left cheek with a 
96.9 mph pitch from Génesis 
Cabrera of  the St. Louis Car-
dinals on April 28, a ball that 
ricocheted off Harper’s left 
wrist. Tears came to his eyes 
when he learned he had won, 
and he talked about what he 
had overcome.

“I was, `Oh, I’m great. I’m 
fine.’ I’m pressing my face, 
`I’m good and I’m OK to get 
back,’ not knowing that may-
be it was a little bit too soon 
for myself,” Harper said. 

He hit .211 with three 
RBIs in May, then went on 
the injured list between May 
22 and June 5. 

“I had to take a break and 
understand that my wrist was 
still hurt, my face and my 
mental state probably wasn’t 
the greatest,” Harper said.

He finished with a .309 
average and 35 homers for 
Philadelphia. The 29-year-old 

slugger led the majors with a 
.465 slugging percentage and 
1.044 OPS, tied for the lead 
with 42 doubles and had 84 
RBIs.

Harper was a unanimous 
MVP winner with Washing-
ton in 2015 and became the 
fifth player to win MVPs for 
different teams after Jimmie 
Foxx, Frank Robinson, Barry 
Bonds and Alex Rodriguez.

“This one just felt a little 
bit different,” Harper said. “I 
think being a little bit older, a 
little bit more mature, being 
able to have the teammates I 
do, have the family now that I 
do with my kids.”

Harper earned a $500,000 
bonus for winning MVP in 
his third season of  a $330 mil-
lion, 13-year contract. 

He thanked his personal 
chef, Dan.

“Knowing I wasn’t going 
to have an empty stomach 
any night,” Harper said. 
“Having family dinner each 
night is big for us. So after a 
game, no matter if  I’m 0 for 4 
or 4 for 4, no matter if  we lost 
or if  we won, and everybody’s 
happy, everybody’s sad, I was 
getting home and we were 
going to have dinner together 
each night. And being able 
to sit down with your family 
and have dinner kind of  puts 
things in perspective.”

Soto, a first-time All-Star at 
age 23, hit .313 with 29 hom-
ers and 95 RBIs. He led the 
majors with 145 walks and a 
.465 on-base percentage. 

Tatis, 22, led the NL with 
42 home runs, hitting .282 
with 97 RBIs.

Toronto first baseman 
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. was 
second in the AL vote with 29 
seconds and 269 points, and 
Blue Jays second baseman 
Marcus Semien was third 
with 232 points. Kansas City 
catcher Salvador Perez got 
the other second-place vote.

Guerrero, 22, tied for the 
major league lead with 48 
homers, batting .311 with 
111 RBIs. His father, Vladi-
mir, won the 2004 AL MVP 
award with the Anaheim An-
gels.

Semien batted .265 with 
42 homers and 102 RBIs. 
The 31-year-old is among the 
top free agents this offseason.

This marked the first time 
since the Chicago Cubs’ An-
dre Dawson and Toronto’s 
George Bell in 1987 that nei-
ther MVP’s team made the 
playoffs.

MVP
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a team that’s just carrying 
themselves a little bit better 
than what you would nor-
mally see on a team that’s 
been through the grind going 
into almost December right 
now.”

It has been anything but a 
normal season for USC (4-5, 
3-4 Pac-12), which came into 
the season expecting to return 
to the conference title game 
but is now trying to avoid the 
indignity of  a second losing 
season in four years. 

Clay Helton was fired as 
head coach in September af-
ter two games. However, his 
dismissal could not prevent 
historic home defeats to Or-
egon State and Utah, with 
the defense bearing the brunt 
of  responsibility for allowing 
too many rushing yards and 
explosive pass plays.

Those are areas where the 
Bruins (6-4, 4-3) have thrived. 

They have a three-faceted 
run offense that is averaging 
203.9 yards per game with 
quarterback Dorian Thomp-
son-Robinson and tailbacks 
Zach Charbonnet and Brit-
tain Brown. Tight end Greg 
Dulcich had a 69-yard touch-
down catch against USC last 
season, and wide receiver 
Kyle Philips is equally adept 
at creating separation.

“That’s a challenge we 
want,” outside linebacker 
Drake Jackson said. “We take 
all challenges, so, really, we 
see it as something that we 
want to go after.” 

But USC hasn’t responded 
well to such trials. The Bea-
vers ran for 322 yards. The 
Utes had 306 yards passing 
and 180 rushing. Arizona 
State had 282 yards on the 
ground in the Trojans’ last 
game, a 31-16 loss on Nov. 6.

Poor tackling, undisci-
plined play, and injuries have 
been constants.

So Orlando used practice 

time that would have been 
focused on preparing for Cal 
to try to fix the fundamentals 
that have been lacking. 

The extra week allowed 
USC to get healthier while 
continuing to integrate 
younger players, such as 
safety Xavion Alford, a red-
shirt freshman transfer from 
Texas who will start after in-
tercepting two passes against 
the Sun Devils, and defensive 
lineman Maximus Gibbs.

Gibbs started his freshman 
season on offense, but a lack 
of  big bodies in the middle 
of  the defense resulted in the 
6-foot-7, 390-pound behe-
moth switching to the oth-
er side of  the ball. Orlando 
originally envisioned Gibbs 
being used on a handful of  
plays where space would be 
at a premium, but that work-
load has gradually expanded 
and he got his first tackle for 
loss against Arizona State.

“Anybody can sit on top 
of  the center and beat him 

up. But now we ask him to 
do some things that we want 
pressure-wise and move-
ment-wise, and he’s able to 
do it, which is good, and he 
feels good about it,” Orlando 
said. “We were probably 75% 
sure that this would work, but 
now he’s made us a true be-
liever, so that’s the really cool 
part about it.”

Having to experiment with 
the likes of  Gibbs indicates 
what a struggle it has been 
for this USC defense. No 
one will mistake this iteration 
with the best units in school 
history, but cornerback Chris 
Steele recognizes that a 
strong performance against 
UCLA would offer some re-
demption.

“If  we go 1-0 this week, 
I think a lot of  people will 
be happy, especially if  we 
do what we’re supposed to 
do,” Steele said. “I think we 
should reach out to some 
happy campers this weekend 
for sure.”

USC
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The Phillies’ Bryce Harper celebrates after scoring the 
game-winning run on Sept. 21. On Thursday, Harper earned 
the National League MVP honor for the second time.

playoffs for the first time.
“It’s been incredible to have played 

a part in the early history of  LAFC,” 
Bradley said in a statement. “From the 
beginning there was a real commitment 
to connect to the city and the fans and 
we shared some amazing experiences.”

The 63-year-old Bradley is the sec-
ond-winningest coach in MLS history, 
posting successful stints with the Chica-
go Fire and the MetroStars earlier in 
his career. He went 58-34-32 at LAFC, 
racking up 206 points.

After Bradley led the U.S. men’s team 
from 2006-11, he embarked on an inter-
national coaching odyssey. After a three-
year stint with Egypt’s national team, 
he became the first American man to 
coach a European first-division team 

with Stabæk in Norway and eventually 
worked his way to the Premier League, 
where he made more history for an 
American coach — although the Welsh 
club then fired him after 11 games.

Bradley reaffirmed his reputation 
at LAFC, which waited 11 days after 
its regular season finale to make the 
coaching change. If  Bradley elects to 
continue coaching, he is certain to be a 
hot candidate for most MLS openings.

Most baseball minor leaguers 
to be provided their own beds

CHICAGO — Most minor league 
players will get their own beds provid-
ed in team housing under a new Major 
League Baseball policy.

Stepping up improvements for mi-
nor leaguers after widespread criticism, 
MLB’s housing policy will require 
teams to provide furnished accommo-
dations, with a single bed per player 

and no more than two players per bed-
room. The housing must be “located 
at a reasonable, commutable distance 
from the ballpark,” the commissioner’s 
office said Thursday. Teams will be re-
sponsible for basic utility bills.

“To the extent that apartments, 
rental homes or host families are 
not feasible,” MLB said, “clubs may 
choose to provide hotel rooms that sat-
isfy standards put in place.”

While teams generally arrange for 
hotel accommodations for road trips, 
players largely had been left to find 
their own housing for homestands. 
Players retain the right to opt out of  
team-provided housing.

MLB estimated the policy will apply 
to 90% of  minor leaguers, including 
those assigned to extended spring train-
ing and the Arizona Complex League. 
It will not apply to players with minor 
league contracts earning $100,000 or 

more or to players with major league 
contracts who are on optional or out-
right assignment to the minor leagues.

“This is a historic victory for players, 
who forced the league’s hand by speak-
ing up throughout the 2021 season,” 
Advocates for Minor Leaguers direc-
tor Harry Marino said in a statement. 
“Let there be no mistake: this victory 
is the product of  collective action by 
players. While the magnitude of  the 
victory cannot be overstated, it is im-
portant to recognize that minor league 
players had no formal say regarding 
the details of  the plan.”

Manfred: Lockout preferred to 
in-season strike if no deal

CHICAGO — While insisting 
Major League Baseball is focused on 
reaching a labor deal, Commissioner 
Rob Manfred signaled Thursday that 
owners likely will lock out players if  the 

current contract expires Dec. 1 with-
out a new agreement.

Baseball had eight work stoppages 
from 1972-95, but there has been la-
bor peace since a 7 1/2-month strike 
began in August 1994 and forced the 
cancellation of  the World Series for the 
first time in 90 years.

“We’ve been down this path. We 
locked out in ’89-’90,” Manfred said. 
“I don’t think ’94 worked out too great 
for anybody. I think when you look at 
other sports, the pattern has become to 
control the timing of  the labor dispute 
and try to minimize the prospect of  
actual disruption of  the season. That’s 
what it’s about. It’s avoiding doing 
damage to the season.”

Talks have been going on since 
spring but have lacked the momentum 
toward an agreement that character-
ized negotiations that led to deals in 
2006, ‘’11 and ‘16.
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