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COMING UP IN THE VALLEY
AV ALTA FC (United Soccer League One)
■ Saturday at Westchester SC, 7 p.m.
■ Oct. 10 vs. Greenville, 7:30 p.m.
■ Oct. 17 at Boise, 7 p.m.

ANTELOPE VALLEY COLLEGE
■ Football: Saturday at Compton, 1 p.m.
■ W Volleyball: Wednesday vs. Canyons, 6 p.m.
■ W Golf: Oct. 5 at Citrus (WSC #3) at San Dimas GC, 11 a.m.
■ Cross Country: Oct. 16 at Mt. San Antonio XC Invite at Mt. SAC, 
7 a.m.
■ M Soccer: Today vs. El Camino, 7 p.m.
■ W Soccer: Today at West LA, 2 p.m.

COMING UP IN SOCAL
DODGERS (Major League Baseball — NLDS)
■ Saturday vs. TBD, TBA (FOX/FS1)
■ Sunday vs. TBD, TBA (FOX/FS1)
■ Oct. 6 at TBD, TBA (FOX/FS1)

GALAXY (Major League Soccer)
■ Oct. 11 at St. Louis, 4 p.m., Apple TV
■ Oct. 14 vs. Portland, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV
■ Oct. 17 vs. San Diego, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV

LOS ANGELES FC (Major League Soccer)
■ Oct. 10 vs. Vancouver, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV
■ Oct. 14 vs. Austin, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV
■ Oct. 25 vs. Galaxy, 6 p.m., Apple TV

ANGEL CITY FC (NWSL)
■ Sunday at NJ/NY Gotham, 9 a.m., ABC
■ Oct. 17 at Denver, 5:45 p.m., ION
■ Oct. 24 vs. Bay FC, 5:45 p.m., ION

CHARGERS (National Football League)
■ Sunday at Seattle, 1:25 p.m., CBS
■ Oct. 11 vs. Denver, 1:05 p.m., CBS
■ Oct. 18 at Kansas City, 1:25 p.m., CBS

RAMS (National Football League)
■ Sunday at Philadelphia, 10 a.m., FOX
■ Oct. 12 vs. Buffalo, 5:15 p.m., ESPN
■ Oct. 18 vs. Arizona, 1:05 p.m., FOX

DUCKS (National Hockey League)
■ Friday at Vegas, 7 p.m., Prime Video/KCOP-13
■ Sunday vs. Florida, 5 p.m., Prime Video/KCOP-13
■ Oct. 7 vs. Edmonton, 7 p.m., Prime Video/KCOP-13

KINGS (National Hockey League)
■ Wednesday at Colorado, 7 p.m., TNT/TRUTV/HBO Max
■ Saturday at San Jose, 7 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Oct. 6 vs. Florida, 7 p.m., ESPN

UCLA (College Football — Big Ten)
■ Oct. 10 at Oregon, 12:30 p.m., CBS
■ Oct. 17 vs. Wisconsin, TBA
■ Oct. 24 vs. Michigan St., TBA

USC (College Football — Big Ten)
■ Saturday vs. Washington, 4:30 p.m., NBC/Peacock
■ Oct. 10 at Penn State, 4:30 p.m., NBC/Peacock
■ Oct. 24 at Wisconsin, TBA

ON TV TODAY
COLLEGE GOLF
■ 2026 NB3 Collegiate: Match Play - Day 1, Twin Warriors Golf Club, Santa Ana 
Pueblo, N.M., 2 p.m., GOLF

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ N.L. Wild Card: Philadelphia at Atlanta, Game 1, 11 a.m., NBC/Peacock
■ A.L. Wild Card: Chicago White Sox at Houston, Game 1, 2 p.m., NBCSN/Peacock
■ A.L. Wild Card: Boston at N.Y. Yankees, Game 1, 5 p.m., NBC/Peacock
■ N.L. Wild Card: Chicago Cubs at San Diego, Game 1, 7 p.m., NBCSN/Peacock

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
■ Florida at Carolina, 2 p.m., ESPN
■ N.Y. Rangers at Boston, 5 p.m., ESPN
■ Chicago at Vegas, 7:30 p.m., ESPN

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ UEFA Nations League Group Stage: Finland vs. Belarus, Group C, Helsinki, Finland, 
8:50 a.m., FS2
■ UEFA Nations League Group Stage: Spain vs. Croatia, Group C, Seville, Spain, 
11:30 a.m., FS1
■ UEFA Nations League Group Stage: Slovenia vs. North Macedonia, Group E, 
Ljubljana, Slovenia, 11:30 a.m., FS2
■ CONCACAF Nations League Group Stage: French Guiana vs. Sint Maarten, Group 
B, Belmopan, Belize, 1:50 p.m., FS2
■ CONCACAF Nations League Group Stage: Aruba vs. Anguilla, Group C, North 
Sound, Antigua and Barbuda, 3:50 p.m., FS2
■ International Friendly: U.S. vs. Chile, St. Louis, 5 p.m., TNT/TRUTV
■ CONCACAF Nations League Group Stage: Belize vs. St. Vincent & The Grenadines, 
Group B, Belmopan, Belize, 6:50 p.m., FS2

TENNIS
■ Chengdu-ATP Singles Final, 4 a.m., TENNIS
■ Hangzhou-ATP Singles Final, 6 a.m., TENNIS
■ Beijing-ATP/WTA & Tokyo-ATP 1st Round, 7 p.m., TENNIS; 3 a.m. (Wednesday), TENNIS

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Playoffs: Las Vegas at Indiana, First Round - Game 2, 3:30 p.m., Prime Video
■ Playoffs: Minnesota at New York, First Round - Game 2, 5:30 p.m., CNBC/USA

ON TV WEDNESDAY
COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL (Women’s)
■ Vanderbilt at LSU, 4 p.m., SEC

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ N.L. Wild Card: Philadelphia at Atlanta, Game 2, 11 a.m., NBC/Peacock
■ A.L. Wild Card: Chicago White Sox at Houston, Game 2, 2 p.m., NBCSN/Peacock
■ A.L. Wild Card: Boston at N.Y. Yankees, Game 2, 5 p.m., NBC/Peacock
■ N.L. Wild Card: Chicago Cubs at San Diego, Game 2, 7 p.m., NBCSN/Peacock

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
■ Pittsburgh at Philadelphia, 4:30 p.m., TNT/TRUTV
■ Kings at Colorado, 7 p.m., TNT/TRUTV/HBO Max

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Playoffs: Atlanta at Washington, First Round - Game 2, 4 p.m., ESPN
■ Playoffs: Golden State at Dallas, First Round - Game 2, 6 p.m., ESPN

ON TV THURSDAY
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
■ W. Kentucky at New Mexico St., 5 p.m., CBSSN
■ North Texas at Tulsa, 6 p.m., ESPN

COLLEGE SOCCER (Women’s)
■ Tennessee at Auburn, 4 p.m., SEC

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: Alfred Dunhill Links Championship, First Round, The Old Course at 
St. Andrews, Fife, Scotland, 4 a.m., GOLF
■ Korn Ferry Tour: Compliance Solutions Championship, First Round, The Patriot Golf 
Club, Owasso, Okla., 11 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour: Bank of Utah Championship, First Round, Black Desert Resort, Ivins, 
Utah, 2 p.m., GOLF
■ LPGA Tour: LOTTE Championship presented by Hoakalei, First Round, Hoakalei 
Country Club, Oahu, Hawaii, 5 p.m., GOLF

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ N.L. Wild Card: Philadelphia at Atlanta, Game 3 (if neccessary), 11 a.m., NBC/
Peacock
■ A.L. Wild Card: Chicago White Sox at Houston, Game 3 (if neccessary), 2 p.m., 
NBCSN/Peacock
■ A.L. Wild Card: Boston at N.Y. Yankees, Game 3 (if neccessary), 5 p.m., NBC/Peacock
■ N.L. Wild Card: Chicago Cubs at San Diego, Game 3 (if neccessary), 7 p.m., 
NBCSN/Peacock

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
■ Pittsburgh at Cleveland, 5:15 p.m., Prime Video

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Playoffs: New York at Minnesota, First Round - Game 3 (if necessary), 4 p.m., TBD
■ Playoffs: Indiana at Las Vegas, First Round - Game 3 (if necessary), 6 p.m., CNBC/
USA

Planner

zone as time expired.
A controversial pass interfer-

ence call on Josh Wallace during 
the Broncos’ winning drive also 
didn’t help matters, but McVay 
didn’t want to pin the loss on 
that.

“I’m not going to play the 
victim card,” McVay said. 
“Doesn’t really matter. It is what 
it is. That was the call that was 
made and there was a lot of  
opportunities that we had to be 
able to close the door on that 
game.”

But the Rams lost control 
well before that when they be-
gan to let the Broncos come 
back.

So now the Rams, the 
much-ballyhooed super team 
that opened the season as a 
heavy Super Bowl favorite, are 
1-2.

That’s rare for a Mc-
Vay-coached team.

Consider: In the previous 
nine seasons under McVay, the 
Rams had started a season 1-2 
only once.

In 2024, the Rams were 1-2 
after three games and 1-4 after 
five. They rebounded to finish 
10-7 and advanced to the divi-
sional round, where they lost to 
the eventual Super Bowl-cham-
pion Philadelphia Eagles.

Next Sunday, the struggling 
Rams play the Eagles in Phila-
delphia.

“It’s nothing to freak about,” 
receiver Davante Adams said 
of  the situation. “There’s a lot 
of  football left and it’s not like 

we’re not playing good ball.”
The Rams played well on 

Sept. 21 when they routed the 
New York Giants 28-6 at SoFi 
Stadium.

They appeared on their way 
to another dominant defensive 
effort — until they weren’t.

Broncos quarterback Bo 
Nix passed for two second-half  
touchdowns and dived one yard 
for a touchdown with 47 sec-
onds left.

“It’s only Week 3 — a lot 
of  football ahead,” lineback-
er Nate Landman said. “The 
future’s bright for this team, so 
there’s no panic but there’s frus-
tration. We’ve got to be better 
and make more plays.”

The Rams did produce a 
few highlights: Stafford passed 
for two touchdowns, tight end 
Tyler Higbee and receiver Ko-
nata Mumpfield scored, Harri-
son Mevis kicked four field goals 
and defensive back Josh Wallace 
intercepted a pass.

But the Rams could not 
overcome Nix or their own mis-
takes. Several first-half  drives 
that moved inside the 20-yard 
line resulted in field goals rather 
than touchdowns.

“Part of  that is penalties, 
hurting ourselves,” Higbee said. 
“Ultimately, it kind of  got us in 
the end too.”

The Rams were penalized 
13 times for 91 yards, including 
several critical calls against them 
in the final minutes. Wallace in-
tercepted another pass but was 
called for pass interference. 
Safety Quentin Lake was pe-
nalized for illegal use of  hands.

“It’s not the result we want-
ed,” Lake said, “but it’s not the 

end of  the season either.”
Given Stafford’s history of  

dramatic comebacks, the Rams 
were on the verge of  possibly 
pulling out a victory.

With 42 seconds left, Stafford 
drove the Rams from their 33-
yard line to the Broncos’ 14 in 
40 seconds. A false start penalty 
pushed them back to the 19 be-
fore Hufanga intercepted Staf-
ford’s pass into the end zone.

“You play against a really 
good defense on the road, go-
ing backwards is going to be 
tough,” said Stafford, who com-
pleted 30 of  55 passes for 390 
yards.

Going anywhere but SoFi 
Stadium has proven difficult for 
the Rams.

Their ill-fated whirlwind 
trip to Australia ended with a 
humiliating 27-7 defeat by the 
San Francisco 49ers, who on 
Sunday improved to an NFC 
West-leading 3-0.

“Everybody’s circling us on 

their calendar, so our games are 
going to be hard-fought,” Lake 
said, “and this game was one of  
them.”

Cornerback Jaylen Watson 
sustained a dislocated shoulder 
and it’s unclear when he will re-
turn, but McVay said Monday 
he won’t go on injured reserve. 
Tight end Terrance Ferguson 
(ankle) also likely won’t play 
against the Eagles, and tight end 
Colby Parkinson (shoulder) will 
be evaluated this week.

McVay is “hopeful” star 
receiver Puka Nacua will play 
against the Eagles after a hip in-
jury forced him to sit out the last 
two games.

Offensive lineman Steve 
Avila was a member of  the 
2024 Rams team that turned it 
around after a terrible start.

“We’ve been in a place like 
this before,” Avila said. “We’ve 
gone through a lot, and feel like 
we have the right people to re-
spond.”

RAMS
From B1

Tribune News Service
Broncos quarterback Bo Nix (10) steps out of bounds just shy of 
the goal line during the fourth quarter of the Broncos’ 30-26 win 
over the Rams, Sunday, at Empower Field at Mile High in Denver, 
Colorado.

finish.
“So no disrespect, just that’s 

what it is.”
Now, in the midst of  a par-

ticularly rough stretch of  oppo-
nents, the winless Chargers (0-3) 
are left to scratch their heads, 
scan the horizon for a victory 
and wonder, “Just when, baby?”

As the losses pile up, urgency 
is giving way to exasperation for 
a team with an especially chal-
lenging schedule of  upcoming 
opponents: at Seattle, Denver, at 
Kansas City, at Rams, Houston, 
at Baltimore.

For the visitors, the produc-
tivity was a maddening mirror 
image.

Four trips to the red zone for 
the Bills: three touchdowns, one 
field goal.

Four trips for the Chargers: 
three field goals, one touch-
down.

“Obviously not where we 
want to be,” said Chargers 
quarterback Justin Herbert, his 
answers flat and robotic. “It 
starts with me. I’ve got to play 
better and allow our offense to 
score more points.”

Asked to assess the play of  
Herbert, Jim Harbaugh said: 
“I’m not singling out anybody, 
negatively or positively. There 
was good play. There were good 
moments that created opportu-
nities. Ultimately, the win or loss 

is the team.”
A withering moment came 

early in the fourth quarter with 
the Chargers leading, 13-10, 
and in prime position on the 
heels of  a strip sack of  Bills 
quarterback Josh Allen. Oper-
ating from the Buffalo 23, Her-
bert tried to thread a ball to the 
recently signed Marquez Val-
des-Scantling at the goal line.

It was another hyphenat-
ed player who thwarted that. 
Gardner-Johnson stepped into 
frame and reeled in the inter-
ception, returning it 41 yards 
and igniting the crowd at the 
just-opened Highmark Stadi-
um. That set up the 13-play, go-
ahead touchdown drive for the 
Bills, which ended with a one-
yard scoring plunge by Allen.

In each of  their first two 
games, the Bills gave up 31 
points. Sunday, they nearly cut 
that in half.

“It was the ultimate team 
win,” linebacker Bradley 
Chubb said. “I feel like, the 
first two games, the defense, we 
didn’t play well. It wasn’t up to 
our standard, and the offense 
took care of  us. Today, [the of-
fense] had their woes, they had 
the start that they had, but we 
had to take care of  them. That’s 
what team football is.”

With all their motions and 
misdirections, the Chargers are 
developing a knack for making 
simple situations look daunt-
ingly complex. The addition 
of  new offensive coordinator 

Mike McDaniel has yet to pay 
dividends.

On a third-and-one play 
against the Las Vegas Raiders, 
for instance, the shotgun snap 
caromed off the knee of  receiv-
er Tre’ Harris, who was running 
closely behind the line from 
right to left.

On Sunday, the Chargers 
had a second-and-goal from 
the one and moonwalked back 
to the 11 with two false starts in 
three snaps. The ensuing field 
goal felt like another missed op-
portunity.

For three quarters, Allen 
looked nothing like the devastat-
ing double-threat quarterback 
who tore through the first two 
games, wins over Houston and 
Detroit in which Buffalo scored 
a combined 77 points. He had 
no scrambles and just three 
yards rushing. He came alive 
in the fourth quarter as the Bills 
(3-0) took their first lead then 
inched away.

The Bills made it through the 
first two weeks without commit-
ting a turnover, then survived a 
landslide Sunday. Buffalo also 
beat the odds — teams with 
five-plus turnovers and a mi-
nus-four turnover margin in a 
game since 2013 are 3-81-1, 
according to Evan Abrams of  
Action Network. The Chargers 
are the only team to lose in that 
scenario.

“It’s frustrating to lose a 
game like that,” said Chargers 
linebacker Daiyan Henley, who 

forced one fumble and recov-
ered two. “But at the end of  the 
day, this comes down to all three 
phases. We need everybody to 
contribute to a win.”

Chargers safety Tony Jeffer-
son, who broke up a pass and 
recovered a fumble, empha-
sized the importance of  the 
locker room staying a cohesive 
unit.

“Really, it’s just picking each 
other up,” he said. “Stay posi-
tive. Good teams don’t blame 
the other side of  the ball or spe-
cial teams. Just gotta focus on 
your side.”

The Chargers had four of  
their five takeaways in the first 
half, yet turned those into just 
10 points. It would have been 
more had Cameron Dicker not 
hooked a 45-yard attempt early 
in the second quarter.

Regardless, with a field goal 
and a touchdown in the final six 
minutes of  the first half, Buffalo 
evened the score and had new 
life heading to the locker room.

As Fox reported in its broad-
cast, the last time the Bills won 
a game despite committing five 
turnovers was in 1997 against 
Indianapolis. The Colts built 
a 26-0 lead in the first half  
of  that game, before the Bills 
came roaring back with the 
second-largest comeback in an 
NFL regular-season game.

The Colts’ quarterback on 
that day? Jim Harbaugh.

CHARGERS
From B1

CHICAGO — Case 
Keenum took the snap and 
dived toward the goal line. 
The 38-year-old quarterback 
slipped between a pair of  Phil-
adelphia Eagles defenders for 
an easy touchdown to cap the 
evening.

It was a fitting ending to a 
remarkable night for the Chi-
cago Bears third-string quar-
terback. Keenum finished 
with two touchdown passes 
and one rushing touchdown 
while throwing for 247 yards 
on 24-for-34 passing in a 27-7 
win over the Philadelphia Ea-
gles on Monday night at Sol-
dier Field.

From the first drive, the 
Bears offense was rolling, even 
with starting quarterback Ca-
leb Williams sidelined by a 
hamstring injury. Backup Ty-
son Bagent dealt with a con-
cussion last week and missed 
most of  practice, so the Bears 
turned to Keenum, who last 
played in a regular-season 
game in 2023 for the Houston 

Texans.
Keenum took the Bears 66 

yards on the opening drive 
and connected with Luther 
Burden III for a 6-yard touch-
down. That was only the be-
ginning.

Keenum and Kalif  Ray-
mond connected for a 41-yard 
touchdown in the second half. 
Then midway through the 

fourth quarter, Keenum bar-
reled forward for the 1-yard 
rushing touchdown, which 
put the Bears ahead 27-7.

By that point, the Eagles 
were in deep trouble. The 
Bears defense provided three 
takeaways and stymied the 
Philadelphia offense all night.

In the first half, rookie safe-
ty Dillon Thieneman inter-

cepted a pass by Eagles back-
up quarterback Andy Dalton 
in the end zone. With his of-
fense zeroing in on the goal 
line, starter Jalen Hurts had to 
exit the game for a concussion 
check. On third-and-goal, 
Dalton took a shot at the end 
zone and the ball wound up 
in Thieneman’s hands for his 
first career interception.

Linebacker T.J. Edwards 
picked off Hurts on a key 
fourth down in the second 
half. Safety Xavier Woods 
had the other takeaway with 
a first-quarter fumble recovery 
on a ball that defensive end 
Austin Booker punched out.

Keenum defied all odds, 
taking down a previously un-
beaten Eagles team that has 
been one of  the NFC’s best 
teams in recent years. He 
connected with Raymond 
six times for 90 yards and a 
touchdown. Running back 
D’Andre Swift finished with 
84 rushing yards on 20 carries.

The Bears improved to 2-1 
and take on the New York Jets 
on Sunday at Soldier Field.

Keenum, Bears roll to win over Eagles
National Football League | Bears 27, Eagles 7National Football League | Bears 27, Eagles 7

By SEAN HAMMOND
Chicago Tribune

Tribune News Service
Bears quarterback Case Keenum (11) celebrates after the Bears 
defeated the Eagles, 27-7, at Soldier Field on Monday in Chicago. 
Keenum threw for two touchdowns and rushed for another.


