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COMING UP IN THE VALLEY
AV ALTA FC (United Soccer League One)
■ Saturday vs. Orange County (USL Cup), 8 p.m.
■ June 10 vs. Sarasota, 8 p.m.
■ June 13 vs. Spokane, 8 p.m.

COMING UP IN SOCAL
ANGELS (Major League Baseball)
■ Today vs. Colorado, 6:38 p.m., Angels Baseball TV
■ Wednesday vs. Colorado, 6:38 p.m., Angels Baseball TV
■ Friday at Dodgers, 7:10 p.m., Angels Baseball TV

DODGERS (Major League Baseball)
■ Today at Arizona, 6:40 p.m., SportsNetLA
■ Wednesday at Arizona, 6:40 p.m., SportsNetLA/MLB
■ Thursday at Arizona, 6:40 p.m., SportsNetLA

GALAXY (Major League Soccer)
■ July 17 vs. LAFC, 7:45 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 22 vs. St. Louis, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV
■ July 25 at San Jose, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV

LOS ANGELES FC (Major League Soccer)
■ July 17 at Galaxy, 7:45 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 22 vs. Salt Lake, 7:30 p.m., FS1/AppleTV
■ July 25 vs. Kansas City, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV

ANGEL CITY FC (NWSL)
■ July 3 vs. Orlando, 7 p.m., Prime Video
■ July 11 at San Diego, 5:45 p.m., ION
■ July 18 at Chicago, 3:30 p.m., ION

SPARKS (WNBA)
■ Commissioner’s Cup: Today vs. Las Vegas, 7 p.m., SpectrumSN
■ Commissioner’s Cup: Friday vs. Dallas, 7 p.m., ION
■ Commissioner’s Cup: Sunday vs. Portland, 4 p.m., SpectrumSN

ON TV TODAY
COLLEGE GOLF (Men’s)
■ NCAA Tournament: Team Match Play - Quarterfinals, Omni La Costa Resort & 
Spa, Carlsbad, Calif., 10 a.m., GOLF
■ NCAA Tournament: Team Match Play - Semifinals, Omni La Costa Resort & Spa, 
Carlsbad, Calif., 3 p.m., GOLF

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ San Diego at Philadelphia (3:40 p.m.), 3:30 p.m., TBS/TRUTV
■ Regional Coverage: Colorado at L.A. Angels (6:38 p.m.), 6:30 p.m., MLB
■ Colorado at Angels, 6:38 p.m., Angels Baseball TV
■ Dodgers at Arizona, 6:40 p.m., SportsNetLA

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE (Playoffs)
■ Stanley Cup Final: Vegas at Carolina, Game 1, 5 p.m., ABC

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ International Friendly: Wales vs. Ghana, Cardiff, Wales, 11:35 a.m., FS2

TENNIS
■ Roland Garros - Live; Men’s, Women’s & Mixed Doubles Quarterfinals; Boys’ & 
Girls’ 2nd Round & Doubles 1st and 2nd Round, 2 a.m., TENNIS; 3 a.m., TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: French Open, Quarterfinals, Paris, 2 a.m., TNT/TRUTV; 3 a.m., TNT/
TRUTV; 4:30 a.m., TNT; 7 a.m., TNT/TRUTV; 10 a.m., TNT/TRUTV; 11 a.m., TNT/
TRUTV
■ Roland Garros - Live; Men’s & Women’s Doubles Quarterfinals; Mixed Doubles 
Semifinals; Boys’ & Girls’ 3rd Round & Doubles 2nd Round, 2 a.m. (Wednesday), 
TENNIS; 3 a.m. (Wednesday), TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: French Open, Quarterfinals, Paris, 2 a.m. (Wednesday), TNT/TRUTV; 3 
a.m. (Wednesday), TNT/TRUTV

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Las Vegas at Sparks, 7 p.m., SpectrumSN

ON TV WEDNESDAY
COLLEGE GOLF (Men’s)
■ NCAA Tournament: Team Match Play - Championship, Omni La Costa Resort & 
Spa, Carlsbad, Calif., 3 p.m., GOLF

COLLEGE SOFTBALL (Women’s College World Series)
■ Women’s College World Series Finals: Texas vs. Texas Tech, Game 1, Oklahoma 
City, Okla., 5 p.m., ESPN

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Regional Coverage: Detroit at Tampa Bay (10:10 a.m.) OR Miami at Washington 
(10:05 a.m.), 10 a.m., MLB
■ N.Y. Mets at Seattle (joined in progress) (12:40 p.m.), 1 p.m., MLB
■ Cleveland at N.Y. Yankees, 4:05 p.m., Prime Video
■ L.A. Dodgers at Arizona (6:40 p.m.), 6:30 p.m., MLB/SportsNetLA
■ Colorado at Angels, 6:38 p.m., Angels Baseball TV

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION (Playoffs)
■ NBA Finals: New York vs. San Antonio, Game 1, 5:30 p.m., ABC

TENNIS
■ Roland Garros - Live; Men’s & Women’s Doubles Quarterfinals; Mixed Doubles 
Semifinals; Boys’ & Girls’ 3rd Round & Doubles 2nd Round, 2 a.m., TENNIS; 3 a.m., 
TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: French Open, Quarterfinals, Paris, 2 a.m., TNT/TRUTV; 3 a.m., TNT/
TRUTV

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Toronto at New York, 5 p.m., USA
■ Phoenix at Seattle, 7 p.m., USA

ON TV THURSDAY
COLLEGE SOFTBALL (Women’s College World Series)
■ Women’s College World Series Finals: Texas vs. Texas Tech, Game 2, Oklahoma 
City, Okla., 5 p.m., ESPN

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: KLM Open, First Round, The International, Amsterdam, 4 a.m., 
GOLF
■ Korn Ferry Tour: BMW Charity Pro-Am presented by TD SYNNEX, First Round, 
Thornblade Club, Greer, S.C., 6 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour: the Memorial Tournament presented by Workday, First Round, Muirfield 
Village Golf Club, Dublin, Ohio, 11 a.m., GOLF
■ LPGA Tour: U.S. Women’s Open presented by Ally, First Round, Riviera Country 
Club, Pacific Palisades, Calif., 11 a.m., USA; , 4 p.m., NBCSN

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Regional Coverage: Cleveland at N.Y. Yankees (10:35 a.m.) OR San Francisco at 
Milwaukee (11:10 a.m.), 10:30 a.m., MLB
■ Pittsburgh at Houston, 5:10 p.m., FS1

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE (Playoffs)
■ Stanley Cup Final: Vegas at Carolina, Game 2, 5 p.m., ABC

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Atlanta at Indiana, 4 p.m., Prime Video
■ Golden State at Minnesota, 6 p.m., Prime Video

ON TV FRIDAY
AUTO RACING
■ Formula 1: Practice, Circuit de Monaco, Monte Carlo, Monaco, 4:30 a.m., Apple 
TV; 8 a.m., Apple TV; 3:30 a.m. (Saturday), Apple TV

COLLEGE BASEBALL
■ NCAA Tournament: TBD, Super Regional, 9 a.m., ACC
■ NCAA Tournament: TBD, Super Regional, 9 a.m., ESPN2
■ NCAA Tournament: TBD, Super Regional, Noon, ESPN2
■ NCAA Tournament: TBD, Super Regional, 2 p.m., ESPNU
■ NCAA Tournament: TBD, Super Regional, 3 p.m., ESPN2

COLLEGE SOFTBALL (Women’s College World Series)
■ Women’s College World Series Finals: Texas vs. Texas Tech, Game 3, Oklahoma 
City, Okla. (if necessary), 5 p.m., ESPN

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: KLM Open, Second Round, The International, Amsterdam, 4 a.m., 
GOLF
■ Korn Ferry Tour: BMW Charity Pro-Am presented by TD SYNNEX, Second Round, 
Thornblade Club, Greer, S.C., 6 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour: the Memorial Tournament presented by Workday, Second Round, 
Muirfield Village Golf Club, Dublin, Ohio, 11 a.m., GOLF
■ LPGA Tour: U.S. Women’s Open presented by Ally, Second Round, Riviera Country 
Club, Pacific Palisades, Calif., 11 a.m., USA; 4 p.m., NBCSN
■ PGA Tour Champions: American Family Insurance Championship, First Round, 
TPC Wisconsin, Madison, Wis., 3 p.m., GOLF

Planner

LEBANON, Tenn. — Denny Hamlin 
looked in his mirror wondering why no-
body else went with him when the green 
flag dropped at the start of  the Cracker 
Barrel 400 on Sunday night.

He said nothing on his radio, instead 
paying the penalty by going to the back 
of  the field. Then he drove his way back 
to the front where he outraced Christo-
pher Bell over the last four thrilling laps 
off a final restart to win at the Nashville 
Superspeedway.

“Man, what an unbelievable day,” 
Hamlin said. “Starting first, going to last 
and back to first.”

This was Hamlin’s second win this year 
and 62nd of  his career, and he wound up 
leading a race-high 57 laps including the 
one that mattered most.

The 45-year-old Hamlin wound up 
racing side-by-side with his Joe Gibbs 
Racing teammates Bell and Chase 
Briscoe making it three-wide before 
Hamlin took the lead down the back-
stretch to win by 0.115 seconds in his No. 
11 Toyota.

“Well, that’s why on the last lap, I com-
mitted to just run the bottom,” Hamlin 
said.

Team co-owner Heather Gibbs said 
watching the teammates race so hard was 
like kids on a family vacation swatting at 
each other in the backseat. But she said 
they raced cleanly.

“We want them to race for the win,” 
Heather Gibbs said. “That’s what they 
do, and it makes us proud.”

Hamlin, who won at Las Vegas and 
also the All-Star race at Dover, pulled 
within 97 points of  Tyler Reddick in the 
season standings. Reddick finished sixth.

The race started 80 minutes late after 
rain delayed NASCAR’s Cup Series for 
a second straight week. The wait was 
worth it with a record 31 lead changes 
among a record 15 leaders. The race 
also featured 12 cautions at the 1.33-mile, 
D-shaped oval that is NASCAR’s largest 
concrete track.

Bell finished second for a second 
straight race ahead of  Briscoe. Ricky 
Stenhouse Jr. was fourth, and Shane Van 
Gisbergen rounded out the top five.

“I had the best car on the race track ... 
and we had the lead on the restart,” Bell 
said. “I got a great push from Denny on 
the restart, and I didn’t win the race.”

ONE WIN CLOSER TO BUSCH
Hamlin now is one Cup victory away 

from matching his one-time teammate 
Kyle Busch, who died May 22 at 41. Bus-
ch is ninth all-time with his 63 Cup victo-
ries, and Hamlin said he certainly aspires 
to get there.

“It just shows how good he was for so 
long,” Hamlin said. “I saw the stats on-
line where we ran together 500 and some 
races, and he finished ahead of  me 10 
more times than I beat him in the same 
equipment.”

LONG TIME COMING
Ryan Blaney, trying to repeat as 

champ at this track, led the restart trying 
to hold off AJ Allmendinger on a one-lap 
shootout for the first stage. Allmending-
er took the lead on the backstretch, then 
held off Kyle Larson to take stage one for 
his first stage victory since 2024.

STAGE 2 WIN
Suarez took the second stage after 

staying out during a caution and took the 
lead on the restart on lap 182. Then Co-
rey Heim drove his No. 67 Toyota into 
the back of  Todd Gilliland’s No. 34 Ford, 
sending him backward into the Turn 1 
wall. That brought out the seventh cau-
tion with Cole Custer spinning out in the 
crash.

LOTS OF ROTOR WOES
Rookie Connor Zilisch had the right 

rotor explode on his No. 88 Chevrolet 
sending him into the wall and smashing 
the right side on Turn 1 of  lap 72. Zilisch 

got the Trackhouse Racing car into the 
garage with some flames coming out 
from under the right tire, which was stuck 
and nearly sideway.

He had been running 24th after start-
ing 38th on the last row.

Trackhouse teammate Ross Chastain 
had his own rotor issue on lap 82 sending 
him into the wall between Turns 1 and 2. 
Michael McDowell spun trying to avoid 
Chastain’s No. 1 Chevrolet. Zilisch called 
the rotor problems a surprise when both 
he and Chastain had been moving up.

“Just unfortunate circumstances,” 
Zilisch said. “Yeah, we’ll learn from it.”

Van Gisbergen is the third member of  
Trackhouse Racing. His crew told him 
not to worry with his No. 97 Chevrolet 
running a completely different brake 
package. Ryan Preece went to the garage 
with no water in his No. 60 Ford, and his 
crew found a piece of  rotor broken off 
into the radiator before he got back on 
the track.

Then Allmendinger, who was third, 
had the rotor spark and flame before his 
No. 16 Chevrolet hit the Turn 1 wall on 
lap 173 — with 12 laps left in Stage 2.

Chris Buescher was running 17th with 
12 laps left when his right rotor went as 
he entered Turn 3.

UP NEXT
The series will be at Michigan Inter-

national Speedway next week where 
Hamlin will be trying to win for a second 
straight year and continue his winning 
streak.

Hamlin storms back from a pole-start 
penalty to win at Nashville Superspeedway
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By TERESA M. WALKER
Associated Press

Associated Press
Denny Hamlin celebrates after winning the Cracker Barrel 400, a NASCAR Cup Series auto 
race, Sunday, in Lebanon, Tenn.

FAYETTEVILLE, Ga. — 
Ricardo Pepi thought back 
to how much had changed in 
four years.

He hung up the phone 
when then-U.S. coach Gregg 
Berhalter called him in No-
vember 2022 with the decision 
to leave Pepi off the World 
Cup roster.

Flash forward to this May 
22. Pepi was a passenger in 
a car his father, Daniel, was 
driving in Dallas when current 
coach Mauricio Pochettino’s 
WhatsApp video popped in 
with the message sent to this 
year’s American 26.

“I showed it to him and he 
immediately started just like 
crying a little bit,” Pepi said. 
“Being left off is obviously not 
nice, but I feel like (I’ve been) 
using that in a good way to be 
in this World Cup. I felt like it 
helped me grow. It matured 
me a little bit.”

Known to his teammates 
as Rico, Pepi is among three 
forwards vying for playing 
time along with Folarin Balo-
gun and Haji Wright ahead 
of  the Americans’ World Cup 
opener against Paraguay on 
June 12. He has 13 goals in 
36 international appearances 
entering the team’s final war-
mup match, against Germany 
on Saturday.

“Pepi is a killer,” Pochettino 
said last week.

Still only 23, Pepi has had 
a career full of  experiences. 
When Berhalter bypassed him 
for 2022, Pepi scored in his 
next game with Dutch club 
Groningen.

“He probably deserved to 
be on the last roster,” U.S. star 
Christian Pulisic said. “He’s 
continued to work really hard 
when he’s in camp. At his club 
level, he continues to keep a 
high level, scores goals, does 

all the things well, and that’s 
why his time is now and he ab-
solutely deserves to be here.”

Defender Antonee Rob-
inson took the lead among 
teammates in consoling Pepi 
four years ago.

“Just called me to make sure 
that I was OK,” Pepi said.

Born in El Paso, Texas, to 
Mexican parents, Pepi joined 
the academy of  Dallas’ Major 
League Soccer team in 2016 
after playing for its youth af-
filiate in El Paso. He made 
his MLS debut in 2019, the 
same year he appeared for the 
U.S. at the Under-17 World 
Cup with future national team 
members Gio Reyna and Joe 
Scally.

After just 2½ years with 
Dallas that included the coro-
navirus-truncated 2020 sea-
son, Pepi moved to Germany 
at age 18 in January 2022 with 
Augsburg. He failed to score 
in 16 games and was loaned 
early in the 2022-23 season 
to Groningen. He couldn’t 
help avoid relegation and Pepi 
transferred to PSV Eindhoven 
for 2023-24.

His 2024-25 season was cut 
short when he tore the menis-
cus in his right knee during 
a Champions League game 
against Liverpool that Jan. 
29. He rebounded to score 19 
goals over 34 matches in all 
competitions in his third sea-
son with PSV, including three 
in the Champions League, de-
spite a broken right arm that 
sidelined from between Jan. 
10 and Feb. 21.

A possible move to the 
Premier League with Fulham 
didn’t get finalized in the last 
winter transfer window.

“Just looking at myself  four 
years ago, obviously the player 
that I am now is way different, 
just better in those small spac-
es, just improved my game,” 
he said. “Being 18 years old 

going to Europe is obviously a 
big change. But I feel that I’ve 
been able to adapt now, been 
able compete now with a big 
team.”

Pepi committed to the U.S. 
senior national team rather 
than Mexico in August 2021 
after discussions with his fam-
ily, then scored the go-ahead 
goal and added two assists 
in his international debut to 
spark a come-from-behind 
4-1 win at Honduras in the 
opening qualifier for the 2022 
World Cup. He scored both 
goals in the 2-0 home win over 

Jamaica the next month.
“He has this instinct, and 

it’s really hard to teach that to 
players,” Berhalter said after 
those games five years ago. 
“He has an instinct to score.”

Pepi made a perfectly 
weighted pass to Pulisic for the 
second goal in Sunday’s 3-2 
friendly win over Senegal.

“He is a player that has the 
capacity to read where is the 
space to the ball, arrive (on) 
the ball and have the possi-
bility to score and to create 
chances sometimes from no-
where,” Pochettino said.

Pepi hung up on US coach last time, now watched 
his dad’s tears of joy after making World Cup team
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Top: United States forward Ricardo Pepi (center) has a shot blocked 
by Senegal defender Abdoulaye Seck (4) during the first half of an 
international friendly soccer match on Sunday in Charlotte, N.C. 
Bottom: Forward Ricardo Pepi of the United States men’s national 
soccer team is presented during the announcement of the team 
roster on May 26 in New York City, ahead of the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup.


