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COMING UP IN THE VALLEY
AV ALTA FC (United Soccer League One)
■ Wednesday at El Paso (USL Cup), 7 p.m.
■ Saturday at Fort Wayne, 7:30 p.m.
■ June 6 vs. Orange County (USL Cup), 8 p.m.

COMING UP IN SOCAL
ANGELS (Major League Baseball)
■ Today at Detroit, 3:40 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Wednesday at Detroit, 3:40 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Thursday at Detroit, 10:10 a.m., Angels Broadcast TV

DODGERS (Major League Baseball)
■ Today vs. Colorado, 7:10 p.m., SportsNetLA
■ Wednesday vs. Colorado, 7:10 p.m., SportsNetLA/MLB
■ Friday vs. Philadelphia, 7:15 p.m., Apple TV

GALAXY (Major League Soccer)
■ July 17 vs. LAFC, 7:45 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 22 vs. St. Louis, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV
■ July 25 at San Jose, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV

LOS ANGELES FC (Major League Soccer)
■ July 17 at Galaxy, 7:45 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 22 vs. Salt Lake, 7:30 p.m., FS1/AppleTV
■ July 25 vs. Kansas City, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV

ANGEL CITY FC (NWSL)
■ Sunday vs. North Carolina, 4 p.m., Victory+
■ July 3 vs. Orlando, 7 p.m., Prime Video
■ July 11 at San Diego, 5:45 p.m., ION

SPARKS (WNBA)
■ Friday at Washington, 4:30 p.m., ION
■ Saturday at Connecticut, 3 p.m., SpectrumSN
■ Commissioner’s Cup: June 2 vs. Las Vegas, 7 p.m., SpectrumSN

ON TV TODAY
CHL HOCKEY
■ 2026 Memorial Cup: Saguenéens vs. Kitchener, Round Robin, Kelowna, Canada, 
6 p.m., NHL

COLLEGE GOLF (Women’s)
■ NCAA Tournament: Team Match Play - Quarterfinals, Omni La Costa Resort & 
Spa, Carlsbad, Calif., 10 a.m., GOLF
■ NCAA Tournament: Team Match Play - Semifinals, Omni La Costa Resort & Spa, 
Carlsbad, Calif., 3 p.m., GOLF

IIHF HOCKEY (Men’s)
■ 2026 IIHF World Championship Group Stage: Norway vs. Denmark, Group B, 
Fribourg, Switzerland, 3 a.m., NHL
■ 2026 IIHF World Championship Group Stage: U.S. vs. Austria, Group A, Zürich, 
Switzerland, 7 a.m., NHL
■ 2026 IIHF World Championship Group Stage: Czechia vs. Canada, Group B, 
Fribourg, Switzerland, 11 a.m., NHL

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Atlanta at Boston (3:45 p.m.), 3:30 p.m., TBS/TRUTV
■ Angels at Detroit, 3:40 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Regional Coverage: Arizona at San Francisco (6:45 p.m.) OR Colorado at L.A. 
Dodgers (7:10 p.m.), 6:30 p.m., MLB
■ Colorado at Dodgers, 7:10 p.m., SportsNetLA

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION  (Playoffs)
■ Western Conf. Final: San Antonio at Oklahoma City, Game 5, 5:30 p.m., NBC/Peacock

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE  (Playoffs)
■ Western Conference Final: Colorado at Vegas, Game 4, 6 p.m., ESPN

RUGBY (Men’s)
■ State of Origin: New South Wales vs. Queensland, Final, Sydney, 3 a.m. (Wednes-
day), FS2

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ FIFA World Cup 26: U.S. Roster Reveal Show, Noon, FOX

TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: French Open, Paris, 3 a.m., TNT/TRUTV; 11 a.m., TNT/TRUTV
■ ATP/WTA: French Open, Paris, 3 a.m. (Wednesday), TNT/TRUTV

ON TV WEDNESDAY
COLLEGE GOLF (Women’s)
■ NCAA Tournament: Championships, Omni La Costa Resort & Spa, Carlsbad, Calif., 
3 p.m., GOLF

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Washington at Cleveland (10:10 a.m.), 10 a.m., MLB
■ Arizona at San Francisco (joined in progress) (12:45 p.m.), 1 p.m., MLB
■ Tampa Bay at Baltimore (3:35 p.m.), 3:30 p.m., FS1
■ Angels at Detroit, 3:40 p.m., Angels Baseball TV
■ N.Y. Yankees at Kansas City, 4:40 p.m., Prime Video
■ Colorado at L.A. Dodgers (7:10 p.m.), MLB/SportsNetLA

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION (Playoffs)
■ Eastern Conf. Final: Cleveland at New York, Game 5 (if necessary), 5:10 p.m., ESPN

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE  (Playoffs)
■ Eastern Conference Final: Carolina at Montreal, Game 4, 5 p.m., TNT/TRUTV

TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: French Open, Paris, 3 a.m., TNT/TRUTV; 11 a.m., TNT/TRUTV
■ ATP/WTA: French Open, Paris, 3 a.m. (Thursday), TNT/TRUTV

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Phoenix at New York, 4 p.m., USA
■ Atlanta at Minnesota, 6 p.m., USA

ON TV THURSDAY
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
■ Women’s College World Series: Mississippi St. vs. Texas Tech, Game 1, Oklahoma 
City, Okla., 9 a.m., ESPN
■ Women’s College World Series: Tennessee vs. Texas, Game 2, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., 11:30 a.m., ESPN
■ Women’s College World Series: UCLA vs. Alabama, Game 3, Oklahoma City, Okla., 
4 p.m., ESPN2
■ Women’s College World Series: Arkansas vs. Nebraska, Game 4, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., 6:30 p.m., ESPN2

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: Austrian Alpine Open presented by Kitzbühel Tirol, First Round, 
Golfclub Kitzbühel-Schwarzsee-Reith, Kitzbühel, Austria, 4 a.m., GOLF
■ PGA Tour: Charles Schwab Challenge, First Round, Colonial Country Club, Fort 
Worth, Texas, 1 p.m., GOLF

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ L.A. Angels at Detroit (10:10 a.m.), 10 a.m., MLB/Angels Broadcast TV
■ Atlanta at Boston (1:10 p.m.), 1 p.m., MLB
■ Toronto at Baltimore (joined in progress) (3:35 p.m.), 4 p.m., MLB

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION (Playoffs)
■ Western Conference Final: Oklahoma City at San Antonio, Game 6 (if necessary), 
5:30 p.m., NBC/Peacock

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE  (Playoffs)
■ Western Conference Final: Vegas at Colorado, Game 5 (if necessary), 5 p.m., ESPN

TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: French Open, Paris, 3 a.m., TNT/TRUTV; 11 a.m., TNT/TRUTV
■ ATP/WTA: French Open, Paris, 3 a.m. (Friday), TNT/TRUTV

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Las Vegas at Dallas, 5 p.m., Prime Video
■ Indiana at Golden State, 7 p.m., Prime Video

ON TV FRIDAY
MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Regional Coverage: Atlanta at Cincinnati (3:40 p.m.) OR San Diego at Washington 
(3:45 p.m.), 3:30 p.m., MLB
■ Minnesota at Pittsburgh, 3:40 p.m., Apple TV
■ Regional Coverage: N.Y. Yankees at Athletics (6:40 p.m.) OR Arizona at Seattle 
(joined in progress) (7:10 p.m.), 6:30 p.m., MLB
■ Philadelphia at L.A. Dodgers, 7:10 p.m., Apple TV

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION (Playoffs)
■ Eastern Conf. Final: New York at Cleveland, Game 6 (if necessary), 5:10 p.m., ESPN

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE  (Playoffs)
■ Eastern Conf. Final: Montreal at Carolina, Game 5 (if necessary), 5 p.m., TNT/TRUTV

Planner

CLEVELAND — Karl 
Anthony-Towns had 19 points 
and 14 rebounds, OG Anuno-
by scored 17 and the New York 
Knicks routed the Cleveland 
Cavaliers 130-93 Monday night 
to complete a four-game sweep 
of  the Eastern Conference fi-
nals and advance to the NBA 
Finals for the first time since 
1999.

Landry Shamet scored 16 off 
the bench while Mikal Bridges 
and Jalen Brunson had 15 
apiece for the Knicks, who be-
came the fourth team to have an 
11-game winning streak during 
their postseason run. The last to 
do it was Golden State, which 
had a 15-game run en route to 
its second title in three seasons 
in 2017.

All but one of  the Knicks’ 
wins have been by double digits, 
with an average margin of  vic-
tory of  23.7 points.

“I feel like the word ‘hope’ 
has been gone from the New 
York Knicks name for a long 
time and for me to be part of  
this team that revives hope is 
something special,” Towns said.

The Knicks pulled their 
starters with 7:47 remaining 
and a 35-point lead as their 
large contingent of  fans loudly 
chanted “Knicks in four!” New 
York fans easily outnumbered 
Cleveland fans as die-hard ce-
lebrity fans director Spike Lee, 
comedian Tracy Morgan and 
actor Timothée Chalamet 
and his girlfriend, Kylie Jenner, 
made the trip.

“Our guys played great. 
You’re in the conference finals 
and score 65 points off of  of-
fensive rebounds and fast break 
points. I don’t know if  I’ve seen 
that at this point of  the year. 
We wanted to push the pace,” 

coach Mike Brown said.
The Knicks dominated in 

second-chance points, outscor-
ing the Cavaliers 32-5. They 
also had a 33-9 advantage in 
fast break points.

New York will play the de-
fending champion Oklahoma 
City Thunder or San Antonio 
Spurs in the finals. The West-
ern Conference finals is tied at 
two games apiece with Game 5 
to be played in Oklahoma City 
on Tuesday. The Thunder or 
Spurs will have homecourt ad-
vantage when the finals start on 
June 3 because of  a better regu-
lar-season record.

This will be the Knicks third 
appearance in the finals since 
winning their last title in 1973. 
They lost in seven games to 
Houston in 1994 and in five to 
San Antonio in 1999.

Knicks legends Walt “Clyde” 
Frazier and Patrick Ewing pre-
sented the Bob Cousy Trophy 
to the Knicks on the court.

It is the 15th time since the 
NBA-ABA merger in 1976 that 
a coach has reached the finals in 
his first year with a team. The 
Knicks hired Brown after part-
ing ways with Tom Thibodeau 

after they reached the Eastern 
Conference finals last year, but 
lost in six games to Indiana.

It will be Brown’s second trip 
to the finals as a coach. His last 
trip was with Cleveland in 2007.

The Knicks have won all 
three of  their clinching games 
during the playoffs by at least 30 
points. They routed the Atlanta 
Hawks by 51 in Game 6 of  the 
first round (140-89) and then 
defeated the Philadelphia 76ers 
by 30 (144-114) in Game 4 of  
the second round to complete a 
sweep.

Brunson was named the 
MVP of  the series after averag-
ing 25.5 points and 7.8 assists.

Donovan Mitchell had 31 
points for Cleveland, which 
was swept in a postseason series 
for the first time since the 2018 
NBA Finals against Golden 
State.

“They’re playing better bas-
ketball. You got to give them 
credit. They’re on a heater. I 
don’t want to detract from what 
we’ve done, but sometimes 
you’ve got to give the other 
team credit,” Cleveland coach 
Kenny Atkinson said.

Mitchell scored the Cavaliers 

first eight points as they jumped 
out to an 8-2 lead. Cleveland led 
for most of  the first six minutes 
before New York took control.

Evan Mobley’s putback 
dunk gave the Cavaliers a 17-
14 advantage before the Knicks 
scored nine straight points.

A floater by Mitchell got 
Cleveland within 30-26 with 
2:12 remaining in the first quar-
ter when New York went on 
a 20-0 run over a five-minute 
span. The Knicks were 8 of  14 
from the field, including four 
3-pointers. The bench scored 
15 points, including a pair of  
3-pointers by Shamet. The sev-
enth-year guard was 11 of  12 
from beyond the arc during the 
series.

Cleveland was 0 for 9 from 
the field during its drought, in-
cluding missing all three shots 
from beyond the arc, and com-
mitted four turnovers.

The Knicks led by as many 
as 29 in the first half  and were 
up 68-49 at halftime. It was the 
fourth time this postseason the 
Knicks were up by at least 19 
after 24 minutes.

Knicks already had four 
players in double figures in the 
first half. Towns had a dou-
ble-double with 10 points and 
10 rebounds.

New York’s largest lead was 
45 points in the fourth quarter.

James Harden, who finished 
with 12 points but was 2 of  8 
from the field, lamented Cleve-
land’s missed opportunities. 
Besides not making open shots 
throughout the series, the Cava-
liers blew a 22-point lead in the 
fourth quarter in Game 1 be-
fore losing 115-104 in overtime.

“Yes, it was 4-0, but we didn’t 
give ourselves a chance. Genu-
inely, I think we are the better 
team. but series wise we didn’t 
show it,” he said.

New York back in NBA Finals for first 
time since 1999 after sweeping Cleveland

NBA | Eastern Conference Finals | Game 4: Knicks 130, Cavaliers 93 | NY wins series 4-0NBA | Eastern Conference Finals | Game 4: Knicks 130, Cavaliers 93 | NY wins series 4-0

By JOE REEDY
Associated Press

Associated Press
Knicks center Karl-Anthony Towns (center) and teammates celebrate 
after winning Game 4 in the Eastern Conference finals NBA playoffs 
series against the Cavaliers, Monday, in Cleveland.

CLEVELAND — The 
New York Knicks made a com-
mitment to Jalen Brunson four 
years ago, signing him as a free 
agent and building their team 
around him.

Brunson proved they made 
the right decision by leading 
them to the NBA Finals for the 
first time since 1999.

The All-Star point guard 
averaged 25.5 points and 7.8 
assists during New York’s sweep 
of  the Cleveland Cavaliers in 
the Eastern Conference finals, 
earning the Larry Bird Trophy 
as the series MVP. He had 15 
points and five assists Mon-
day, when the Knicks crushed 
Cleveland 130-93 in Game 4.

“It’s an honor to be here in 
this city and this organization,” 
Brunson said, sitting side-by-
side with former Villanova Uni-
versity teammates Josh Hart 
and Mikal Bridges. “I wouldn’t 
trade it for the world.

“We’re still writing our story, 
but I like the journey that we’re 
on right now.”

Skepticism abounded 

around the league when New 
York extended a four-year, 
$104 million contract to the 
then-Dallas Mavericks guard in 
2022. Brunson silenced many 
critics when he averaged 24.0 
points in his first season, then 
added three straight All-Star 
selections.

After helping the Knicks 
reach the East finals in 2025, 
when they lost to the upstart 
Indiana Pacers, Brunson was 
the best player in the series from 
start to finish against the Cav-
aliers. In Game 1, his 38-point 
masterpiece fueled New York’s 
comeback from a 22-point hole 
in the fourth quarter.

“He just puts in the work. 
He’s a testament of  that,” 
Knicks center Karl-Anthony 
Towns said. “He believes in 
that, and he showcases that ev-
ery single day to all of  us and it 
drives us to be better.”

Brunson’s work ethic instant-
ly impressed New York coach 
Mike Brown when he was hired 
last summer, then forced him to 
change his sleep habits during 
the season as the 29-year-old 
went all out in morning shoot-

arounds. It prompted Brown 
to compare his determination 
to basketball legends Stephen 
Curry and Tim Duncan.

“Their quiet strength, all the 
time, is what they all have in 
common,” Brown said. “Jalen’s 
work ethic is off the chart and 
he makes me adjust because he 
goes so hard every day. When 
your leader is that way, it’s easy 
to be a coach.”

The Knicks subsequently 

brought in Bridges and Hart 
via trades, and acquired Towns 
from the Minnesota Timber-
wolves as the final piece of  the 
puzzle. That core four is now 
just four wins away from deliv-
ering the franchise its first NBA 
title since 1973.

“There is no player, no oth-
er guard I’d want to be in this 
position with than J.B.,” Bridges 
said.

Brunson leads Knicks to Finals, wins Larry Bird Trophy
National Basketball Association | Eastern Conference Finals | Most Valuable PlayerNational Basketball Association | Eastern Conference Finals | Most Valuable Player

By BRIAN DULIK
Associated Press

Associated Press
Knicks guard Jalen Brunson (center) holds the Eastern Conference 
Championship trophy after Game 4 in the Eastern Conference finals 
NBA playoffs series against the Cavaliers, Monday, in Cleveland. 
Brunson was the MVP of the series, winning the Larry Bird Trophy.

NBA Playoff result | Sunday
Western Conference Final

Spurs 103, Thunder 82
Series tied 2-2

SAN ANTONIO — Victor 
Wembanyama had 33 points, eight 
rebounds, five assists and three 
blocks and the San Antonio Spurs 
held Oklahoma City to its second-
lowest postseason total, beating the 
Thunder in Game 4 to tie the Western 
Conference finals.

De’Aaron Fox had 12 points, 10 
rebounds and five assists for San 
Antonio, which has not lost three 
consecutive games all season. 
Stephon Castle and Devin Vassell 
added 13 points each.

Game 5 is Tuesday in Oklahoma 
City, followed by Game 6 on Thursday 
in San Antonio.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander had 19 
points on 6-for-15 shooting for the 
Thunder.

Wembanyama took Oklahoma 
City’s 123-108 victory Friday in Game 
3 personally. The 7-foot-4 star from 
France said he needed to be better to 
make his teammates better. He was 
monumentally better Sunday night — 
and so was San Antonio.

The Spurs limited the Thunder 

to 33% shooting from the field, 
including 6 for 33 on 3-pointers 
(18%).

After being outscored 76-23 
in bench points in Game 3, San 
Antonio’s reserves scored 30 points 
while limiting Oklahoma City to 34.

The Spurs had another hot start in 
Game 4 after opening the previous 
game on a 15-0 run. Unlike Friday’s 
lopsided loss, the Spurs never 
relinquished that lead.

After blocking Jared McCain’s layup 
under the rim, Vassell tossed an alley-
oop pass to Wembanyama for a dunk 
as part of 16-0 run that gave the Spurs 
a 23-8 lead with 4:19 remaining.

San Antonio had an assist on all 10 
field goals in the first quarter.

San Antonio held Oklahoma City 
to 38 points in the first half, tied for 
its second-lowest half in the past four 
regular and postseasons. The Thunder 
are 2-9 when they score less than 40 
points in any half over the last five 
seasons.

Oklahoma City’s franchise low is 65 
points in a playoff loss to Memphis on 
May 3, 2014, and its second-fewest 
points had been 85 against San 
Antonio on May 21, 2014.

NHL Playoff results | Monday & Sunday
Eastern Conference Final

Hurricanes 3, Canadiens 2, OT
Carolina leads series 2-1

MONTREAL — Andrei Svechnikov 
scored at 14:06 of overtime as the 
Carolina Hurricanes defeated the 
Montreal Canadiens on Monday 
night to take a 2-1 lead in the Eastern 
Conference Final.

Shayne Gostisbehere and Taylor 
Hall scored in regulation for Carolina. 
Frederik Andersen made 11 saves.

Mike Matheson and Lane Hutson 
scored for Montreal, which got 35 stops 
from Jakub Dobes.

The best-of-seven series returns to the 
Bell Centre for Game 4 on Wednesday.

Andrei Svechnikov fired a shot 
through a crowd after a back-and-forth 
with Seth Jarivs for the winning tally.

After picking up a 3-2 extra-time 
victory at home Saturday that looked 
a lot more like their relentless style 
following a discombobulated 6-2 loss in 
Thursday’s opener, the Hurricanes came 
out flying and took the lead at 8:24 of 
the first period when the puck popped 
into the slot for Gostisbehere to fire in 
off the left post past a diving Dobes.

The Canadiens, who topped the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and Buffalo 

Sabres in a pair of seven-game 
matchups to make the conference final 
despite a combined 2-4 record at home, 
tied it at 15:28.

Western Conference Final
Golden Knights 5, Avalanche 3
Vegas leads series 3-0

LAS VEGAS — Tomas Hertl weaved 
his way toward the slot and scored the 
winner at 8:21 of the third period to 
rally the Golden Knights from a three-
goal deficit Sunday night and defeat the 
Colorado Avalanche and move to within 
one game of their third Stanley Cup 
Final appearance in nine years.

The Golden Knights go for what 
would be a stunning sweep over the 
President’s Trophy winners on Tuesday 
night. Chicago in 2013 was the last 
team to win the President’s Trophy and 
the Stanley Cup in the same season.

Colorado will try to become just the 
fifth team to win a series after falling 
behind 3-0. Los Angeles in 2014 was 
the most recent team to accomplish 
that in eliminating San Jose in their 
first-round series.

Vegas, which trailed 3-0 after the first 
period, was 0-19 in the playoffs when 
behind that many goals. 


