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Dear Miss Manners: Who should receive 
a thank-you note for having attended a wake 
and/or a funeral?

Dear Gentle Reader: As the person to 
whom respects are being paid is not in a posi-
tion to write, no such letter is necessary. Miss 
Manners notes that the bereaved have quite 
enough to do in thanking those who have 
been kind to them by writing letters, bringing 
meals or otherwise being useful. 

Dear Miss Manners: I invited a friend and 
her husband to dinner after my husband and I 
had been to a lovely dinner at their home. My 
note said how much we’d love to have them 
join us and, being aware that she is always 
exceptionally busy, I asked her to let us know 
what their availability was in the next couple of 
weeks so we would be able to find an agree-
able date for the event. 

I had expected a response something 
like “next week is filled, but we are free 
Wednesday and Friday the next.” Several 
weeks went by and I received no response 
at all to this inquiry, and was a little per-
plexed because I heard from her on other 
matters via text, phone and email. 

I then invited her to join me for lunch 
and she did respond, so we had a nice 
lunch at a restaurant. During the meal, 
I asked her if she’d gotten our invitation 
to dinner. She responded that she had 
received it but had not replied because my 
inquiry said, “let us know your availability in 
the next couple of weeks.” She did not say 
it exactly, but the implication was that this 
was not a real invitation and so she chose 
not to respond. 

Was I in error in my invitation? Should I 
have picked an exact date only to have her 
respond, as I know she would have, “Oh 

dear, we are busy on that date”? I was just 
trying to be considerate of their schedules 
and had hoped to avoid the endless back-
and-forth of choosing dates that didn’t work 
for her. 

Shouldn’t she at least have responded? I 
felt hurt that my invitation to come to dinner 
at my home didn’t deserve even a simple 
phone call or email to say, “We’d love to 
come but would prefer that you pick the 
date.” Now I don’t really feel like inviting 
them at all. Your thoughts?

Dear Gentle Reader: That your friend inter-
preted your invitation as the often used, “We 
must get together sometime,” which is gener-
ally understood to mean “or maybe never.” 
And that she did not feel obliged to hand over 
her entire date book.

Miss Manners realizes that you meant 
only to defer to your friend’s schedule, 
but neither does she feel that the lack of 
response was intended as a snub. Please 
try again, volunteering your availability 
(“We would be delighted if you could come 
to us — is the 18th or the 24th possible?”) 
instead of asking for theirs.

Dear Miss Manners: My 25-year-old 
daughter seems to think that since this isn’t 
her home, she shouldn’t have to clean the 
house. Any part of it.

Dear Gentle Reader: Ask her, then, where 
exactly her home is. And whether she would 
kindly let you stay there. 

Address your etiquette questions to Miss 
Manners at her website, www.missmanners.
com; to her email, dearmissmanners@gmail.
com; or through postal mail to Miss Manners, 
Andrews McMeel Syndication, 1130 Walnut St., 
Kansas City, MO 64106. 

MISS MANNERS
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Ivor Martin and Jacobina Martin

Choose to be diligent when dealing with 
legal, health or financial matters before you 
make a decision that can alter your life. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Reach 
out to someone you have collaborated with 
in the past, and you will be offered valuable 
information. Travel plans will be met with 
delays or detours.   

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You’ll 
be torn between what you want to do and 
what you should be doing. Organization 
and preparation will help you manage your 
time better.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Concentrate on personal changes that will 
raise your self-esteem and help you recog-
nize when someone is taking advantage of 
you and what you have to offer.  

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You’ll 
be attracted to opposites. Learn from the 
experiences you encounter. Attend cultural 
events and learn about traditions that oth-
ers practice.   

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t let 
anger take over when you should be nurtur-
ing important relationships and offering 
love and cooperation.  

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Someone will grab your attention. Find out 
what makes him or her tick. You’ll discover 
an interest you didn’t know you had.  

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Personal 
improvements will make you feel good 
about the way you look or what you have 
to offer.  

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You’ll 
need discipline to bypass some of the emo-
tional turmoil you face. Get involved in a 
creative endeavor that will ease stress and 
keep you out of trouble.  

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
You can think big, but when it comes right 
down to getting things done, defer to stick-
ing to your budget.   

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Put more energy into your home and fam-
ily. It will make you feel good and ward off 
getting into an argument with someone 
who needs your help.  

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Don’t lose sight of what you want. Wearing 
too many hats and helping too many people 
will be exhausting.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Sit 
tight and consider every angle of whatever 
situation you face. Emotional matters will 
turn into a fiasco if not handled properly. 
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YOUR HOROSCOPE

By Eugenia Last

ACROSS
1 Solo partner
10 Multidecker sandwich
14 Stack at Starbucks
18 Word that follows 

“standard” and means 
something nonstandard

19 Abundant
20 Nettie’s sister in 

“The Color Purple”
21 Likely inexpensive 

place to get one’s 
hair done

23 During the time that
24 Baton Rouge sch.
25 Auctioneer’s cry
26 Brownish tint
28 Final: abbr.
29 En ____ (chess move)
33 Jolly time
35 Sports rival of Union 

College, for short
36 Chemistry unit: abbr.
37 Wee devil
38 Cry like a baby
40 Tourist activity in 

northern Scandinavia
44 Backpack fi ller
46 “I dare you!”
48 Make a quick move
49 Chinese dynasty 

ended by Kublai Khan
50 It’s groovy
52 Get to the bottom of
55 Lockup, to Sherlock
57 Villain’s hideout
59 Source of call-ups, in 

baseball lingo
61 Prefi x with culture
62 Virgil described 

its eruption in the 
“Aeneid”

63 “You got it, boss man!”
64 Posting that blows in 

the wind
67 Serenaded
71 Odyssey
72 Has little excitement for
77 Florentine : spinach :: 

lyonnaise : ____
82 Curry go-with
83 To be abroad?
84 Allen Ginsberg, e.g.
88 Baby beavers
89 Bird akin to the nene?
90 Arab country expelled 

from the Arab League 
in 2011

91 Green, in a way
92 Word cried before 

and after “all”
94 Governing org. of 

soccer
96 Reaction of shock
98 Analytics fodder
99 Bottom-of-page 

design choice
103 Spanish muralist 

José María ____
105 Actor Cariou
106 Place for a bouquet
107 Boston’s Mass ____
108 Pb
110 Away from the wind
112 UFC fi ghting style
113 Get Wired again, say
116 Hotel visit
118 ____-Magnon man

119 Scarecrow 
portrayer Ray

121 “How lucky was that?” 
... or a hint to the 
answers to the 
italicized clues

127 Seated yoga pose
128 Well-being
129 Seriously worry
130 What the Joneses 

may elicit
131 Tater
132 “Crazy Rich Asians” 

actress whose stage 
name puns on a 
bottled water brand

Down
1 Bank offerings, for 

short
2 Fashion line
3 Fashion model 

Marcille
4 Documents that name 

executors
5 Tree resin used in 

fragrances
6 On the same 

wavelength
7 AFL partner
8 Bullies
9 Grate on
10 Charging station for a 

smartphone
11 Rapper ____ Yachty
12 Sci-fi  saucers
13 Part of N.B.
14 Hula dancer’s 

adornment
15 Subject of many 

conspiracy theories
16 Knocking out of place

17 End a lawsuit, say
20 Musical ____
22 Speak indistinctly
23 Erase
27 One of South Africa’s 

capitals
29 Oink-fi lled pen
30 Don who won an 

Oscar for “Cocoon”
31 Converted splits
32 1400
34 Holiday marking the 

end of Ramadan
39 Feature of a Welsh 

accent
41 Winter Olympics host 

before Salt Lake City
42 Dreadfully slow
43 List in the credits
45 Wearers of striped 

shirts
47 Calendar column: abbr.
51 Part of a trunk
53 Worker often found on 

hands and knees
54 Mini maker
56 Jargons
58 Bled
60 Not to be seen or 

heard by children
65 Tower construction 

material
66 Men
68 Infrequently
69 Howe nicknamed 

“Mr. Hockey”
70 Restrict with a string
72 Challenge for a stain 

remover
73 Popular Japanese 

manga series with a 
schoolgirl heroine

74 Counterpart of local 
channels

75 Beginning
76 Pranks, in a way, 

informally
78 Mini, for one
79 “How fancy!”
80 Like a tidied-up 

room, now
81 Bit of hair
85 Alternative to .net
86 Some Spanish 

baby sitters
87 Art-studio prop
93 Alternatives to nets
95 HuffPo purchaser in 

2011
97 Make easier to eat, 

as an infant’s food
99 Clumsily drop
100 Finished
101 Like a set of 

measuring cups, 
typically

102 “Later, luv!”
104 Mother ____
109 Role in “Our Gang” or 

“Queen Sugar”
111 “To the Lighthouse” 

novelist
114 ____ milk
115 Swatting sound
117 “Jeez, that’s hot!”
120 Man
122 The Sun Devils, for 

short
123 “No, you shouldn’t 

have”
124 Opus ____
125 Iniquity site
126 Springs for a 

vacation?
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Dear Car Talk: I recently 
purchased a GMC 3500 with a 
Duramax diesel engine. Friends with 
diesel engine trucks are telling me 
of increased power and gas mile-
age obtained by adding aftermarket 
chips or tuners. 

My first thought was that if 
they are that great, why don’t the 
manufacturers install them as 
standard equipment? My second 
thought was, you don’t get any-
thing for free, right? So, are you 
harming the engine in any way by 
using these chips?

— Bill 
The only way you can increase 

power and mileage electronically 
is by sacrificing emissions. And 
that’s what many of these “repro-
gramming devices” do. 

So sure, you can get more 
power out of your engine. But 
you’ll be giving the rest of us 
cancer, lung disease and polluted 
water with your NOx emissions. 
Not to mention it’s against the law.

You’re absolutely right, Bill. If 
the manufacturers could increase 
power and mileage, without 
breaking the emissions laws, they 
would have done it before they 
sold you the truck.

You’re right on your second 
point, too. You absolutely could 
be harming the engine. These 
devices can change pretty much 
every parameter of the engine 
management’s system, including 
things like the turbo boost. If you 
punch up the turbo boost, don’t 
you think there’s a chance the 
turbo might not last as long? 

And what do you think the 
increased force of those bigger 
explosions in the cylinders will do 
to the life of your engine? 

That’s why manufacturers are 
within their rights to void your 
warranty if they conclude that 
you’ve used an unauthorized after-
market reprogramming device. 

So I’d try to be satisfied with a 
brand new truck, Bill. That alone 
gives you more power and better 
mileage than most of us. 

***
Dear Car Talk: I have always 

thought that tires were, along with 
brakes, the first line of defense in 
a car.

Whenever I take my car for an 
oil change, they inflate the tires 
to 35 psi, even though the plate 
inside the driver’s door says to 
use 33 psi. I have to always ask 
them to correct it.

I’m guessing a lot of people 
overinflate their tires to improve 
mileage. But I assume that the 
engineers who designed the 
car gave careful consideration 
to safety, comfort and economy 
when deciding on the correct 
pressure. 

Where I live, in Minnesota, 
we can have temperatures of 20 
one day and 30 below zero the 
next, so maintaining the correct 

pressure isn’t always easy. 
That being said, what is your 
opinion?

— Barney 
The best thing to do is to 

check your tire pressure three 
times a day to makes sure it’s 
always exactly what the manufac-
turer calls for. But nobody does 
that.

So given that people don’t 
check their tires frequently and 
that temperatures vary, we recom-
mend overinflating your tires by a 
little bit. It’s always more danger-
ous to underinflate tires than to 
overinflate them. 

As a rule, you never want 
to drive on tires that are more 
than 10 percent below their 
recommended pressure. 
Underinflation can cause heat to 
build up and tread to separate, 
causing a blowout (see the Ford-
Firestone controversy, February 
2000). 

So if your car calls for 33 psi, 
you never want to let the tires 
go below about 30 psi. But tire 
experts say running them at 35 
or even 38 or 40 is not going to 
endanger you or cause any mean-
ingful degradation in braking or 
handling. At worst, you’d have a 
stiffer ride, and have a few welts 
on your head from hitting that 
pesky dome light. 

If you live in an area where 
temperatures vary widely, you’re 
better off overinflating by a bit. 
Tire pressure changes about 1 
psi for every 10 degree change in 
temperature.

So if your temperature goes 
from 20 one day to 30 below zero 
the next, your tire pressure would 
drop 5 psi. If you started at 33 
psi, you’d drop to 28 psi, which is 
too low. Whereas if you started at 
35, you’d drop to 30 psi and still 
be fine. 

If you live where the tem-
perature is stable, use the 
manufacturer’s recommended tire 
pressure, or a bit more. And check 
your pressure once a month or so 
to account for slow leaks and the 
change of seasons. Or just wait 
for the warning light to come on, 
if you have one.

And if you live where the tem-
perature is all over the place day 
to day, then overinflate by a few 
psi to be safe.  

Got a question about cars? Write to 
Ray in care of King Features, 628 
Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803, 
or email by visiting the Car Talk 
website at www.cartalk.com.

Don’t make an 
aftermarket mistake

BY RAY MAGLIOZZI
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