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COMING UP IN THE VALLEY
AV ALTA FC (United Soccer League One)
■ Saturday vs. Greenville, 7:30 p.m., ESPN+
■ Oct. 17 at Boise, 7 p.m., ESPN+
■ Oct. 24 vs. Corpus Christi FC, 7:30 p.m., ESPN+

ANTELOPE VALLEY COLLEGE
■ Football: Saturday vs. Victor Valley, 6 p.m.
■ W Volleyball: Friday at Bakersfield, 6 p.m.
■ W Golf: Monday at Alan Hancock (WSC #4) at Cypress Ridge GC, TBA
■ Cross Country: Oct. 16 at Mt. San Antonio XC Invite, 7 a.m.
■ M Soccer: Friday at Canyons, 6:30 p.m.
■ W Soccer: Today vs. Glendale, 6 p.m.

COMING UP IN SOCAL
DODGERS (Major League Baseball — NLDS)
■ Today at Atlanta, 3 p.m., FS1
■ Wednesday at Atlanta, 3 p.m., FS1
■ Friday vs. Atlanta (if necessary), 5 p.m., FOX

GALAXY (Major League Soccer)
■ Sunday at St. Louis, 4 p.m., Apple TV
■ Oct. 14 vs. Portland, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV
■ Oct. 17 vs. San Diego, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV

LOS ANGELES FC (Major League Soccer)
■ Saturday vs. Vancouver, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV
■ Oct. 14 vs. Austin, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV
■ Oct. 25 vs. Galaxy, 6 p.m., Apple TV

ANGEL CITY FC (NWSL)
■ Oct. 17 at Denver, 5:45 p.m., ION
■ Oct. 24 vs. Bay FC, 5:45 p.m., ION
■ Nov. 1 vs. Boston, 2 p.m., ESPN

CHARGERS (National Football League)
■ Sunday vs. Denver, 1:05 p.m., CBS
■ Oct. 18 at Kansas City, 1:25 p.m., CBS
■ Nov. 1 at Rams, 1:05 p.m., FOX

RAMS (National Football League)
■ Monday vs. Buffalo, 5:15 p.m., ESPN
■ Oct. 18 vs. Arizona, 1:05 p.m., FOX
■ Oct. 25 at Las Vegas, 1:25 p.m., FOX

CLIPPERS (National Basketball Association)
■ Preseason: Saturday at Toronto, 3:30 p.m., NBA League Pass
■ Preseason: Oct. 14 vs. Denver, 7:30 p.m., KTLA/NBA
■ Regular season: Oct. 21 vs. Sacramento, 7:30 p.m., NBA League Pass

LAKERS (National Basketball Association)
■ Preseason: Today at Golden State, 7 p.m., SpectrumSN
■ Preseason: Thursday vs. Sacramento, 7:30 p.m., SpectrumSN/ESPN2
■ Preseason: Oct. 13 vs. Golden State at Las Vegas, SpectrumSN/NBA

DUCKS (National Hockey League)
■ Wednesday vs. Edmonton, 7 p.m., Prime Video/KCOP-13
■ Friday at Winnipeg, 5 p.m., Prime Video/KCOP-13
■ Saturday at Calgary, 7 p.m., Prime Video/KCOP-13

KINGS (National Hockey League)
■ Today vs. Florida, 7 p.m., ESPN
■ Saturday at Vegas, 7 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Oct. 13 vs. Edmonton, 7:30 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV

UCLA (College Football — Big Ten)
■ Saturday at Oregon, 12:30 p.m., CBS
■ Oct. 17 vs. Wisconsin, TBA
■ Oct. 24 vs. Michigan St., TBA

USC (College Football — Big Ten)
■ Saturday at Penn State, 4:30 p.m., NBC/Peacock
■ Oct. 24 at Wisconsin, TBA
■ Oct. 31 vs. Ohio St., TBA

ON TV TODAY
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
■ Southern Miss. at Troy, 5 p.m., ESPN2

COLLEGE SOCCER (Men’s)
■ Maryland at Rutgers, 3 p.m., BTN
■ Kentucky at Indiana, 5 p.m., BTN

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ N.L. Division Series: L.A. Dodgers at Atlanta, Game 3, 3 p.m., FS1
■ N.L. Division Series: Milwaukee at San Diego, Game 3, 6:30 p.m., FS1

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Preseason: Brooklyn at Charlotte, 4 p.m., NBA
■ Preseason: Lakers at Golden State, 7 p.m., SpectrumSN/NBA

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
■ N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers, 4:30 p.m., ESPN
■ Florida at Kings, 7 p.m., ESPN

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ UEFA Nations League Group Stage: Kazakhstan vs. Faroe Islands, Group K, 
Astana, Kazakhstan, 6:50 a.m., FS2
■ UEFA Nations League Group Stage: England vs. Czech Republic, Group C, 
London, 11:30 a.m., FS2
■ CONCACAF Nations League Group Stage: St. Vincent & the Grenadines vs. Sint 
Maarten, Group D, Belmopán, Belize, 1:50 p.m., FS2
■ International Friendly: U.S. vs. Canada, St. Paul, Minn., 5 p.m., TNT/TRUTV
■ CONCACAF Nations League Group Stage: French Guiana vs. Belize, Group D, 
Belmopán, Belize, 6:50 a.m., FS2

TENNIS
■ Beijing-ATP & Tokyo-ATP Finals; Beijing-WTA Round of 16, 3 a.m., TENNIS
■ Beijing-WTA Round of 16; Shanghai-ATP 1st Round, 9 p.m., TENNIS
■ Beijing-ATP/WTA & Tokyo-ATP 1st Round, 3 a.m. (Wednesday), TENNIS

ON TV WEDNESDAY
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
■ Jacksonville St. at Kennesaw St., 4 p.m., CBSSN
■ New Mexico St. at FIU, 4:30 p.m., CBSSN

COLLEGE SOCCER (Men’s)
■ Oregon St. at California Baptist, 7 p.m., ESPNU

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL (Women’s)
■ SMU at Pittsburgh, 4 p.m., ACC
■ Texas A&M at Oklahoma, 4 p.m., SEC

GOLF
■ PGA Tour: Baycurrent Classic, First Round, Yokohama Country Club, Yokohama, 
Japan, 8 p.m., GOLF

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ A.L. Division Series: Cleveland at Chicago White Sox, Game 3, 1 p.m., TBS/TRUTV
■ N.L. Division Series: L.A. Dodgers at Atlanta, Game 4, 3 p.m., FS1
■ A.L. Division Series: Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees, Game 3, 5 p.m., TBS/TRUTV
■ N.L. Division Series: Milwaukee at San Diego, Game 4 (if necessary), 7 p.m., FOX

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Preseason: Minnesota vs. Pacers in Iowa, 4 p.m., NBA
■ Preseason: Golden State at Portland, 7 p.m., NBA

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
■ Pittsburgh at Washington, 4:30 p.m., TNT/TRUTV
■ Edmonton at Ducks, Prime Video/KCOP-13

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Playoffs: New York at Atlanta, Semifinal - Game 2, 4:30 p.m., ESPN
■ Playoffs: Las Vegas at Golden State, Semifinal - Game 2, 6:30 p.m., NBCSN/Peacock

ON TV THURSDAY
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
■ Missouri St. at W. Kentucky, 4 p.m., CBSSN
■ Sam Houston St. at Liberty, 4 p.m., ESPNU

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ A.L. Division Series: Cleveland at Chicago White Sox, Game 4 (if necessary), 2 p.m., 
TBS/TRUTV
■ A.L. Division Series: Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees, 4 (if necessary), 5 p.m., TBS/
TRUTV

NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Preseason: Sacramento at L.A. Lakers, 7:30 p.m., ESPN2

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
■ Tampa Bay at Dallas, 5:15 p.m., Prime Video

Planner

team will U-turn the way that 
one did.

“Being 0-4 is super frus-
trating,” said edge rusher Tuli 
Tuipulotu, who reeled in an in-
terception on Seattle’s first play 
from scrimmage. “It’s disap-
pointing. It’s not where we need 
to be, not where we expected 
to be. It’s going to take all the 
effort we can to get this turned 
around.”

What a month ago would 
have been unthinkable — the 
job security of  coach Jim Har-
baugh and new offensive co-
ordinator Mike McDaniel — 
could percolate into a talking 
point, even though it’s unlikely 
the club would make a drastic 
move at this point.

Harbaugh, for instance, is 
under contract for two more 
seasons, and the Chargers 
would owe him more than $30 
million if  they were to let him 
go. Besides, he had never been 
0-2 in his coaching career, col-
lege or pros, let alone double 
that.

As for McDaniel, his offense 
has yet to get traction, and se-
rious questions have surfaced 
about whether the Chargers 
have the right personnel to ef-
fectively run his scheme.

Asked after the game wheth-
er the Chargers plan to make a 
change at offensive coordinator, 

Harbaugh said no.
“Like our players, we have 

skilled coaches and we’re going 
to keep growing,” Harbaugh 
said.

On paper, the Chargers 
finished within a touchdown 
of  Seattle — their closest final 
score this season — and con-
ceivably could have forged a tie 
after taking over at their 11 with 
1:42 on the clock and trailing by 
a touchdown.

The Seahawks were out-
scored, 17-3, in the final 1½ 
quarters but that felt more like 
Seattle letting an in-control 
game slip away by committing 
mistakes and penalties than it 
did the Chargers imposing their 
will.

The Chargers were flagged 
16 times and the Seahawks 14.

By the two-minute warning, 
quarterback Justin Herbert had 
taken a cover-your-eyes beat-
ing that included a couple of  
roughing-the-passer penalties, 
four sacks and nine hits. Three 
plays into the Chargers’ final 
desperation drive, the Seahawks 
had a strip sack and recovered 
the fumble, then ran out the 
clock with kneeldowns.

Harbaugh called the show-
ing by Herbert “one of  the 
grittiest performances I’ve been 
associated with from a quarter-
back.”

On the first play from scrim-
mage, Herbert threw to his 
left and was intercepted. The 
crowd at Lumen Field erupted. 

On the next play from scrim-
mage, Tuipulotu intercepted 
Sam Darnold and suddenly the 
place was Lumen Library.

According to Elias Sports 
Bureau, which has kept such 
statistics since 1978, that marked 
the first time an NFL game has 
started interception-intercep-
tion.

Injuries are piling up for the 
Chargers. In addition to playing 
without James, the Chargers 
lost McConkey (foot), right tack-
le Joe Alt (neck) and left tackle 
Rashawn Slater (ankle) for all or 
part of  the second half.

At least last season the Char-
gers could point to a specific 
positional breakdown. Their of-
fensive line was a disaster. This 
year, nothing is working well — 
although the defense did turn in 
a gem for three quarters in the 

Week 3 loss at Buffalo, including 
five takeaways.

There’s little respite to be 
found in the Chargers’ upcom-
ing games. They play host to 
Denver next Sunday, then are 
at Kansas City, and play the 
Rams after a week off. Then, 
the Chargers have a home 
game against Houston — also 
surprisingly winless — then 
play at Baltimore, where the 3-1 
Ravens are coached by former 
Chargers defensive coordinator 
Jesse Minter.

The Seahawks, the defend-
ing Super Bowl champions, 
got a collective whiff of  smell-
ing salts before Sunday’s game, 
having suffered an embarrass-
ing loss at Washington a week 
earlier. They weren’t about to 
lose back-to-back games for the 
first time since 2024.

CHARGERS
From B1

Tribune News Service
The Seattle Seahawks’ Emanuel Wilson (23) runs the ball against 
the Los Angeles Chargers during the third quarter on Sunday at 
Lumen Field in Seattle.

rush for two touchdowns and 
receiver Puka Nacua rush for 
another, the Rams had to over-
come turnovers, penalties and 
special teams miscues to im-
prove to 2-2.

After sitting out two games 
because of  a hip injury, Nac-
ua caught nine passes for 125 
yards, several during the final 
two scoring drives.

“I’m excited to get on this 
plane and get up out of  here,” 
Nacua said. “Hopefully, they 
have some Philly cheesesteaks 
for us.”

The Rams had mostly had 
their fill of  Philadelphia after 
losing an NFC divisional game 
here in 2024 and last year’s 
debacle that ended with the 
blocked field goal and touch-
down.

“We obviously haven’t found 
a way to get it done here,” Mc-
Vay said, “and our guys found a 
way today.”

The Rams can thank their 
defense.

The Eagles were without re-
ceiver DeVonta Smith and left 
tackle Lane Johnson, and star 
running back Saquon Barkley 
left the game in the first quar-
ter after suffering a hamstring 
injury.

The Eagles were 0 for 12 on 
third downs. They converted 
only one of  four fourth downs 
and managed just 172 yards.

“When it was the time for 
us to make a play, the defense 
stepped up,” said edge rusher 

Byron Young, who had 2½ of  
the Rams’ four sacks, “and we 
had to do what we do.”

Despite their elation over 
Sunday’s victory, the Rams 
have plenty to fix.

Stafford was great down the 
stretch but otherwise did not 
look like the reigning NFL most 
valuable player. He completed 
32 of  51 passes for 317 yards 
with two interceptions.

The Rams, historically one 
of  the league’s least-penalized 
teams under McVay, had 13 
penalties for 91 yards in last 
Sunday’s 30-26 defeat by the 
Denver Broncos. On Sunday, 
they were flagged eight times 
for 100 yards.

“Any way you could shoot 
yourself  in the foot — we were 
doing it on the offensive side of  
the ball,” Stafford said.

Special teams also continued 
to be an issue. The Rams gave 
up a long punt return that set 
up a touchdown, and usually 
reliable kicker Harrison Mevis 
missed a 48-yard field-goal at-
tempt.

But the defense kept the 
Rams within striking distance.

“You’d like to see [us] play as 
a team where you go and score, 
and then hold ‘em, score and 
hold ‘em and score,” receiv-
er Davante Adams said. “But 
sometimes that’s not how it 
plays out.

“[The defense] did their 
thing to put us in a position to 
win it, and we went down there 
and finished the job.”

The Rams trailed, 20-10, at 
halftime, as the Eagles turned 
two interceptions into 10 points, 

and Jalen Hurts tossed two 
touchdown passes to receiver 
Darius Cooper.

After Mevis missed, it got 
uglier.

Near the end of  the third 
quarter, it finally looked like 
the Rams’ defense would be 
rewarded for a good play: It 
stopped Hurts on a fourth-
down tush push, giving the of-
fense a first down at the Eagles’ 
38-yard line.

But Nacua’s penalty for an 
illegal block stymied the pos-
session, and Stafford’s fourth-
down pass for tight end Tyler 
Higbee fell incomplete.

McVay rallied the offense on 
the sideline.

“He said, ‘Make things go. 
Wipe it. Get to the next play,’” 
Higbee said.

Stafford said McVay was 
“trying to put some belief” in 
the team.

“I think we had it,” Stafford 
said, “but it was great to hear 
from him.”

The defense came up big 
again, stopping the Eagles on 
downs at the Rams’ two-yard 
line.

On came Stafford, who ranks 
fourth all time in fourth-quarter 
comebacks.

“We call it the Mamba peri-
od,” said Williams, who rushed 
for 80 yards in 15 carries and 
had 10 receptions for 67 yards. 
“We knew we had to get things 
done. ... Matthew, man, he got 
us all together. He said ‘Let’s 
freakin’ do it’ and we did the 
dang thing.”

Stafford engineered a nine-
play, 98-yard drive that Wil-

liams finished with a one-yard 
touchdown run to cut the deficit 
to 20-17 with less than four min-
utes left.

Stafford got the ball back 
with 2:55 left at the Rams’ 21-
yard line. He connected with 
Nacua three times and Higbee 
once before Williams scored on 
a seven-yard run with 1:10 re-
maining.

The play included Williams’ 
trademark second and third ef-
forts.

“I wasn’t looking at any de-
fender,” Williams said. “I wasn’t 
looking at any blocks. I was just 
having that smell, that nose for 
the end zone.”

Next up: Josh Allen and the 
3-1 Buffalo Bills, a 29-26 loser 
Sunday against the New En-
gland Patriots.

The Rams will go into the 
game a .500 team riding the 
high of  a comeback victory 
rather than trying to get out of  
a 1-3 hole.

At some point, the Rams 
will welcome back edge rusher 
Myles Garrett, defensive line-
man Aaron Donald, who sat 
out because of  a sore back, and 
tight end Terrance Ferguson, 
who like Garrett is on injured 
reserve. They are still more than 
capable of  becoming the team 
that was hyped throughout the 
offseason.

So Sunday’s victory — rath-
er than another loss in Philadel-
phia — could pay dividends.

“Hopefully,” Stafford said, 
“it was really important come 
later in the year.”

RAMS
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After running over the 
Green Bay Packers last week 
with 242 yards and three 
touchdowns on the ground, 
the Atlanta Falcons had anoth-
er primetime showcase.

This time, it was a Monday 
night in New Orleans against 
the rival New Orleans Saints.

New primetime opponent, 
same result.

This week, the duo of  Brian 
and Bijan Robinson combined 
for 203 rushing yards and five 
touchdowns in Atlanta’s 45-24 
beatdown against the Saints.

Brian Robinson had three 
touchdowns on 14 carries and 
62 rushing yards in the victory. 
Meanwhile, Bijan Robinson 
had a game-high 145 yards on 
19 carries and reached the end 
zone twice.

For the first time since 1977, 
the Falcons had two running 
backs rush for multiple scores 
in the same game.

After the game, the Falcons 
running back duo talked with 
ESPN’s Scott Van Pelt regard-
ing their rushing attack. Bijan 

Robinson discussed how Brian 
Robinson’s work during the 
summer helped lead to success 
in the running game.

“I mean, it all started in the 
summer, man,” Bijan Robin-
son said.

“He [Brian] came in here, 
the right mindset. He under-
stood like what we need to do 
to win to win football games 
and to be the more physical 

team, and just his running style 
and how he impacts defend-
ers-it’s just second to none, 
man. Like this man-as you guys 
can see-he’s a-he’s a truck, like 
he’s a tank. He’s hard to break 
down. He’s hard to tackle, and 
you know if  you don’t wrap 
him up, like he’s gonna break-
he’s gonna break your tackle. 
So like for me, as his brother, 
and to see what he does every 

single week in practice and ev-
ery single day, it just gets better, 
you know. Something I gotta 
appreciate every single day, 
and he just makes me better 
every time I watch him around 
football.”

While Bijan’s rushing efforts 
are expected these days, Brian 
Robinson’s complementary 
style has proved to be success-
ful two weeks in a row. The 
Falcons’ rushing duo has po-
tentially pulled Atlanta out of  a 
precarious situation offensively 
as they dealt with quarterback 
issues to begin the season.

“I think we have a really 
great football team,” Brian 
Robinson said. “And the first 
the first two weeks of  the season 
doesn’t define the group that 
we have in this locker room. 
That’s what made a lot of  us 
guys in the locker room really 
upset because we know we’re 
better, and we’re ready for the 
tips. I feel like we’re ready for 
the tips. Ready for anybody 
that lines up against us. We’re 
gonna go out and we’re gonna 
we’re gonna compete. We’re 
gonna give it our all.”

Robinsons run all over Saints in victory
National Football League | Falcons 45, Saints 24National Football League | Falcons 45, Saints 24

By ANDREW HAMMOND
al.com (TNS)

Tribune News Service
Falcons running back Bijan Robinson scores against the Bucs 
during the fourth quarter of a Dec. 11 game. Robinson had a 
game-high 145 yards with two touchdowns in Monday’s 45-24 
win over the Saints.


