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COMING UP IN THE VALLEY
AV ALTA FC (United Soccer League One)
■ Wednesday at Union Omaha, 7 p.m.
■ July 5 vs. Charlotte, 8 p.m.
■ July 8 vs. C.D. FAS (International), 7:30 p.m.

COMING UP IN SOCAL
ANGELS (Major League Baseball)
■ Today vs. Athletics, 6:38 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Sunday vs. Athletics, 12:15 p.m., NBCSN/Peacock
■ Monday at Seattle, 6:40 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV

DODGERS (Major League Baseball)
■ Today at San Diego, 5:40 p.m., SportsNetLA/MLB
■ Sunday at San Diego, 1:10 p.m., SportsNetLA
■ Monday at Athletics, 6:40 p.m., SportsNetLA

GALAXY (Major League Soccer)
■ July 17 vs. LAFC, 7:45 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 22 vs. St. Louis, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV
■ July 25 at San Jose, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV

LOS ANGELES FC (Major League Soccer)
■ July 17 at Galaxy, 7:45 p.m., FOX/AppleTV
■ July 22 vs. Salt Lake, 7:30 p.m., FS1/AppleTV
■ July 25 vs. Kansas City, 7:30 p.m., AppleTV

ANGEL CITY FC (NWSL)
■ Friday vs. Orlando, 7 p.m., Prime Video
■ July 11 at San Diego, 5:45 p.m., ION
■ July 18 at Chicago, 3:30 p.m., ION

SPARKS (WNBA)
■ Today at Indiana, 5 p.m., CBS/Paramount+
■ July 6 vs. Seattle, 7 p.m., USA/SpectrumSN
■ July 8 vs. Indiana, 7 p.m., USA/SpectrumSN

ON TV TODAY
AUTO RACING
■ Formula 1: Practice, Red Bull Ring, Spielberg, Austria, 3:30 a.m., Apple TV; 
Qualifying, 7 a.m., Apple TV
■ FIM MotoGP: Netherlands GP - Sprint Race, TT Circuit Assen, Assen, Netherlands, 
5:55 a.m., FS1
■ NASCAR Cup Series: Practice, Sonoma Raceway, Sonoma, 11 a.m., TRUTV; 
Qualifying, 12:10 p.m., TRUTV
■ NASCAR O’Reilly Auto Parts Series: Pit Boss/FoodMaxx 250, Sonoma Raceway, 
Sonoma, 2:30 p.m., CW
■ ARCA Menards Series: Shore Lunch 250 presented by Dutch Boy, Elko Speed-
way, Elko New Market, Minn., 6 p.m., FS2

BIG3 BASKETBALL
■ Week 2: LA Riot vs. Dallas Power, Detroit Amps vs. Miami 305, Houston Rig 
Hands vs. Boston Ball Hogs, DMV Trilogy vs. Chicago Triplets, Detroit, 1 p.m., CBS

CANADIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE
■ Calgary at BC, 4 p.m., CBSSN

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: DS Automobiles 83° Open d’Italia, Third Round, Circolo Golf Torino, 
Fiano, Torino, Italy, 4:30 a.m., GOLF
■ LPGA Tour: KPMG Women’s PGA Championship, Third Round, Hazeltine National 
Golf Club, Chaska, Minn., 7 a.m., NBCSN; 9 a.m., NBC; Noon, GOLF
■ PGA Tour: Travelers Championship, Third Round, TPC River Highlands, Cromwell, 
Conn., 10 a.m., GOLF; Noon, NBC
■ PGA Tour Champions: DICK’S Open, Second Round, En-Joie Golf Course, 
Endicott, N.Y., Noon, CNBC; 2 p.m., GOLF

HORSE RACING
■ NYRA: America’s Day at the Races, 9:30 a.m., FS1; 1 p.m., FS2
■ Breeders’ Cup Challenge Series: Stephen Foster Stakes, Churchill Downs, 
Louisville, Ky., 1:30 p.m., NBCSN

LACROSSE (Men’s)
■ PLL: Maryland vs. Denver, San Diego, 1 p.m., ESPN

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ N.Y. Yankees at Boston (10:10 a.m.), 10 a.m., ABC
■ Regional Coverage: Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets (1:10 p.m.) OR Kansas City at 
Chicago White Sox (1:10 p.m.), 1 p.m., MLB
■ Regional Coverage: L.A. Dodgers at San Diego (5:40 p.m.) OR Atlanta at San 
Francisco (6:05 p.m.), 5:30 p.m., MLB
■ Dodgers at San Diego, 5:40 p.m., SportsNetLA
■ Athletics at Angels, 6:38 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
■ PFL: Main Card, San Diego, 7 p.m., ESPN2

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE
■ 2026 NHL Draft: Rounds 2 - 7, Buffalo, N.Y., 8 a.m., NHL

RUGBY (Men’s)
■ 2026 World Junior Championships Pool Stage: Argentina vs. U.S., Pool C, Tbilisi, 
Georgia, 2 a.m., CBSSN
■ 2026 World Junior Championships Pool Stage: England vs. Ireland, Pool C, Tbilisi, 
Georgia, 4:30 a.m., CBSSN
■ 2026 World Junior Championships Pool Stage: Wales vs. Georgia, Pool A, Tbilisi, 
Georgia, 7 a.m., CBSSN
■ 2026 World Junior Championships Pool Stage: South Africa vs. Uruguay, Pool A, 
Tbilisi, Georgia, 9:30 a.m., CBSSN

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Panama vs. England, Group L, East Rutherford, N.J., 
2 p.m., FOX
■ FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Croatia vs. Ghana, Group L, Philadelphia, 2 p.m., FS1
■ FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Colombia vs. Portugal, Group K, Miami Gardens, 
Fla., 4:30 p.m., FOX
■ FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Congo DR vs. Uzbekistan, Group K, Atlanta, 4:30 p.m., 
FS1
■ FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Jordan vs. Argentina, Group J, Arlington, Texas, 7 p.m., 
FOX
■ FIFA World Cup Group Stage: Algeria vs. Austria, Group J, Kansas City, Mo., 7 p.m., 
FS1

SOFTBALL
■ Athletes Unlimited: Talons at Blaze, 11 a.m., ESPN
■ Athletes Unlimited: Bandits at Spark, 2 p.m., CBSSN

TENNIS
■ Eastbourne-ATP/WTA, Bad Homburg-WTA & Mallorca-ATP Finals, 4:30 a.m., 
TENNIS

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Phoenix at Toronto, 11 a.m., CBS
■ Sparks at Indiana, 5 p.m., CBS

X GAMES
■ MoonPay X Games Sacramento 2026: Day 2, Sacramento, 1 p.m., ABC; 7 p.m., 
ESPN

ON TV SUNDAY
AUSTRALIAN RULES FOOTBALL (Men’s)
■ AFL: Gold Coast at Fremantle, midnight, FS2

AUTO RACING
■ FIM MotoGP: Netherlands GP, TT Circuit Assen, Assen, Netherlands, 4:30 a.m., 
FS1
■ Formula 1: Lenova Austrian Grand Prix, Red Bull Ring, Spielberg, Austria, 6 a.m., 
Apple TV
■ FIM Motocross Championship: MX2, Agueda, Portugal, 8 a.m., CBSSN
■ FIM Motocross Championship: MXGP, Agueda, Portugal, 9 a.m., CBSSN
■ NHRA: Qualifying, Summit Racing Equipment Motorsports Park, Norwalk, Ohio 
(taped), 9 a.m., FS1; Noon, FS2
■ NASCAR Cup Series: Toyota / Save Mart 350, In-Season Challenge - Round 1, 
Sonoma Raceway, Sonoma, 12:30 p.m., TNT/TRUTV
■ NHRA: Summit Racing Equipment NHRA Nationals, Summit Racing Equipment 
Motorsports Park, Norwalk, Ohio (taped), 2:30 p.m., FOX

CANADIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE
■ Ottawa at Montreal, 4 p.m., CBSSN

GOLF
■ DP World Tour: DS Automobiles 83° Open d’Italia, Final Round, Circolo Golf Torino, 
Fiano, Torino, Italy, 3 a.m., GOLF
■ LPGA Tour: KPMG Women’s PGA Championship, Final Round, Hazeltine National 
Golf Club, Chaska, Minn., 6 a.m., NBCSN; 10 a.m., NBC
■ PGA Tour: Travelers Championship, Final Round, TPC River Highlands, Cromwell, 
Conn., 11 a.m., GOLF; 1 p.m., NBC

Planner

■ PGA Tour Champions: DICK’S Open, Final Round, En-Joie Golf Course, Endicott, 
N.Y., 1 p.m., GOLF

HORSE RACING
■ NYRA: America’s Day at the Races, 9:30 a.m., FS2; 11 a.m., FS1

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Regional Coverage: Cincinnati at Pittsburgh (1:35 p.m.) OR Arizona at Tampa Bay 
(10:40 a.m.), 10:30 a.m., MLB
■ Athletics at Angels (12:15 p.m.), Noon, NBCSN/Peacock
■ Dodgers at San Diego, 1:10 p.m., SportsNetLA
■ N.Y. Yankees at Boston (4:20 p.m.), 4 p.m., NBC/Peacock

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: South Africa vs. Canada, Round of 32, Ingle-
wood, Noon, FOX
■ Canadian Premier League: FC Supra du Québec at Cavalry FC, 4 p.m., FS2

SOFTBALL
■ Athletes Unlimited: Cascade at Volts, 10 a.m., ESPN
■ Athletes Unlimited: Bandits at Spark, 5 p.m., MLB

TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, First Round, London, 3 a.m. (Monday), ESPN

WOMEN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
■ Minnesota at Dallas, 11 a.m., CBS
■ Las Vegas at Chicago, 1 p.m., CBS

■ New York at Golden State, 4 p.m., ESPN

X GAMES
■ MoonPay X Games Sacramento 2026: Day 3, Sacramento, 11 a.m., ABC; 6 p.m., 
ESPN

ON TV MONDAY
MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL
■ Texas at Cleveland, 4 p.m., ESPN
■ San Francisco at Arizona (6:40 p.m.), 6:30 p.m., MLB
■ Angels at Seattle, 6:40 p.m., Angels Broadcast TV
■ Dodgers at Athletics, 6:40 p.m., SportsNetLA

SOCCER (Men’s)
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Brazil vs. Japan, Round of 32, Houston, 10 a.m., 
FOX
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Germany vs. TBD, Round of 32, Foxborough, 
Mass., 1:30 p.m., FOX
■ FIFA World Cup Knockout Stage: Netherlands vs. Morocco, Round of 32, Guada-
lupe, Mexico, 6 p.m., FOX

SOFTBALL
■ Athletes Unlimited: Blaze at Spark, 4 p.m., ESPN2

TENNIS
■ ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, First Round, London, 3 a.m., ESPN; 3 a.m. (Tuesday), 
ESPN

LONDON — Serena Wil-
liams will face an opponent 
less than half  her age when she 
plays 20-year-old Maya Joint in 
the first round at Wimbledon 
for her first singles match in 
nearly four years.

The seven-time Wimbledon 
singles champion, who is 44, ac-
cepted a wild-card entry to the 
grass-court Grand Slam, where 
she’ll also compete in doubles 
with her older sister Venus, who 
turned 46 last week.

It’s all part of  a tennis come-
back that started with two 
doubles warmup matches but 
kicked into high gear Sunday 
when the All England Club 
announced Serena would play 
singles. Brackets were set in Fri-
day’s draw.

Joint was born in Michigan 
— as was Williams — but rep-
resents Australia through her 
father. She is ranked No. 53 
and made her Wimbledon de-
but last year, losing in the first 
round to Liudmila Samsonova 
6-3, 6-2.

“It’s an honor. I always 
dreamed about playing Serena 
Williams,” Joint said. “If  you 
told me 10 years ago that I’d be 
playing her first round at Wim-
bledon, that’s just crazy.

“I hope it’s on Centre Court, 
that would be pretty cool. You 
just have to play the ball. You 
can’t really think about who 
you are playing because I’ll just 
get too nervous. I’ll just take it 
one ball at a time.”

Joint won the grass-court 
Eastbourne Open last year for 

one of  her two WTA tour-level 
singles titles, but she was slowed 
by a back injury earlier in 2026.

Williams hasn’t played a sin-
gles match since a third-round 
loss to Ajla Tomljanovic at the 
2022 U.S. Open. At the time, 
she said she didn’t want to use 
the word “retiring” and instead 
declared she was “evolving” 
away from tennis. Her second 
daughter was born in 2023.

Tomljanovic said she hopes 
Joint “enjoys the moment.”

“Especially after (Serena) 
officially retired four years ago, 
no one thought that they’d get 
another chance to play her,” 
Tomljanovic, an Australian, 
said Friday at Wimbledon.

Williams is “here to win,” 
Tomljanovic added.

“You never lose that cham-
pion mentality. Her coming 
into the draw means that she 
thinks she can win,” she said.

Williams’ most-recent ap-
pearance at Wimbledon was 

in 2022 when she lost in the 
opening round to then-115th-
ranked Harmony Tan.

If  Williams beats Joint on 
Tuesday, she may face rising 
Filipino star Alexandra Eala, 
who is seeded 29th, in the sec-
ond round. She could meet de-
fending champion Iga Swiatek 
in the third round.

Swiatek opens against Tay-
lor Townsend of  the U.S. on 
Centre Court on Tuesday.

In a projected quarterfinals 
by seedings, No. 1 Aryna Sa-
balenka would meet French 
Open champion Mirra An-
dreeva; No. 2 Elena Rybakina, 
the 2022 champion, would 
face 2025 runner-up Amanda 
Anisimova; Swiatek, the No. 3 
seed, would play Elina Svito-
lina; and No. 4 Jessica Pegula 
would meet Coco Gauff.

SINNER COULD 
MEET DJOKOVIC IN 

SEMIFINALS
On the men’s side, No. 

1 Jannik Sinner will begin 
his Wimbledon title defense 
against Miomir Kecmanovic 
on Centre Court on Monday.

Sinner and Novak Djokovic, 
the No. 7 seed, are in the same 
half  of  the draw and could 
meet in the semifinals.

Sinner underwent checks 
following his French Open 
meltdown — losing in the sec-
ond round amid a heat wave in 
Paris — and said he felt phys-
ically good after an exhibition 
match this week in London, 
which also experienced high 
temperatures.

Djokovic, a seven-time 
champion at the All England 
Club, will play Wu Yibing of  
China. Djokovic could meet 
third-seeded Felix Auger-Alias-
sime in the quarterfinals.

Two-time champion Carlos 
Alcaraz, who lost to Sinner in 
the 2025 final, will miss this 
year’s tournament because of  
a wrist injury.

Wimbledon starts on Mon-
day.
SERENA AND VENUS IN 

DOUBLES
The Williams sisters are 

wild-card entries in the 
women’s doubles and will 
play their first-round match 
against Colombia’s Camila 
Osorio and Solana Sierra of  
Argentina.

Serena and Venus have won 
14 Grand Slam titles togeth-
er in doubles, including six at 
Wimbledon — the first in 2000 
and the last in 2016. Their first 
two doubles titles at the All En-
gland Club, in 2000 and 2002, 
came as wild cards.

Serena draws 20-year-old Joint in first 
Wimbledon singles match in 4 years
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By KEN MAGUIRE
Associated Press

Associated Press
Serena Williams smiles after a training session at the All England 
Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club, ahead of the Wimbledon 
Championships, Thursday, in London.

PHOENIX — James Clark is a young 
man with enticing options on his baseball 
horizon.

The promising 18-year-old shortstop 
was taking infield practice Tuesday during 
the MLB draft combine at Chase Field, 
fluidly handling ground balls before firing 
to first base. It’s one of  many reasons the 
California native has a chance to be select-
ed in the first round of  next month’s draft.

But if  he decides he’s not ready to start 
his professional baseball career, he’s com-
mitted to play college ball at Duke, which 
has a successful baseball program and an 
elite academic reputation.

“It’s going to be a difficult decision,” 
Clark said. “But it’s a good one to have.”

If  MLB gets it’s way, it’s a decision 
that future baseball prospects won’t get to 
make.

Owners recently proposed banning 
high school players from signing with ma-
jor league teams, raising the age for inter-
national amateurs and slashing the money 
spent on signing bonuses in negotiations 
for a new collective bargaining agreement.

If  the league gets its way, starting in 
2028, a prospect for the amateur draft 
would have to be at least 20 years old by 
the Sept. 1 of  his signing year and two 
years removed from the graduating year 
of  his high school class — a restriction that 
also would eliminate players who complet-
ed their first year of  junior college.

Many, many big leaguers began 
their pro careers right after high 

school
There are dozens of  current MLB stars 

who signed as teenagers, including Pete 
Crow-Armstrong, Mike Trout and Bobby 
Witt Jr. Even more recently, Pirates phen-
om Konnor Griffin made his MLB debut 

at 19 years old.
Crow-Armstrong — who was selected 

as an 18-year-old with the No. 19 overall 
pick in 2020 out of  Harvard-Westlake 
High School in Los Angeles — was com-
mitted to play college baseball at Vander-
bilt but decided to begin his pro career 
instead.

He hopes other young ballplayers will 
still have that option in the future.

“I got an opportunity to grow up in 
a really real-life setting and I was really 
grateful for it,” the All-Star center fielder 
said earlier this week. “I think if  there’s any 
sport you can go straight from high school, 
it’s this one. You’re afforded a lot of  time 
in the minor leagues to develop, and that’s 
kind of  the point.”

Cubs pitcher Ben Brown was drafted 
by the Philadelphia Phillies as a 17-year-
old in 2017 in the 33rd round — which 
doesn’t even exist anymore after MLB 
shortened the draft to 20 rounds in 2021. 
The owners’ most recent proposal would 
shorten the draft to 12 rounds starting in 
2027.

Brown said he has fond memories of  
staying in hotels with roommates in the 
lower levels of  the minors, learning how to 
budget money on a low salary and being 
on his own trying to make it in the baseball 
world.

“It was the greatest blessing in the world 
for me to go into pro ball at a young age,” 
Brown said. “I had to work in the offsea-
sons. I did plenty of  things just to show up 
to spring training early. And the Phillies 
took amazing care of  me as a young kid.”

Of  course, for every Ben Brown or Pete 
Crow-Armstrong, there are countless high 
school signees who never reached the ma-
jors. There also are lots of  baseball players 
who want to go to college, earn a degree 
and then embark on their pro career if  

things work out.
The college game is growing, and 

it’s changing the calculus
Shortstop Roch Cholowsky was a 

highly-rated recruit coming out of  a high 
school in Arizona in 2023 but instead 
played at UCLA for three seasons. Now 
he could be the No. 1 selection in next 
month’s MLB draft after a standout career 
with the Bruins.

Still, he had plenty of  friends who went 
straight to the pros out of  high school.

“It’s different for everybody — whatev-
er is best for you,” Cholowsky said. “A guy 
like myself  needed to go to college. I got to 
play three years of  unbelievable baseball 
at UCLA, learn a lot and really grow up.”

College baseball has grown rapidly in 
recent years for many reasons, including 
that NCAA programs can now offer 34 
scholarships instead of  the old cap of  11.7. 
There’s also some NIL money available at 
the top programs, though it’s usually not 
like the high-dollar deals for their football 
or basketball counterparts.

Mississippi baseball coach Mike Bian-
co has been at the school for 26 years — 
winning a national championship in 2022 
— and said the college game has become 
more enticing, with more and more young 
prospects deciding it’s the best option. If  
MLB bans teenagers from signing out of  
high school, it likely means the NCAA ver-
sion becomes even stronger.

Bianco’s four sons all played at least 
some college baseball.

“Even if  they had been potential first-
round draft picks, I would have made 
them go to college,” Bianco said. “At the 
major college level, you’re playing the best 
amateur baseball in the world. You’ve got 
a support system that’s different than the 
minor leagues and you’re getting educated 
in lots of  different ways.”

MLB’s draft overhaul would limit choices for 
teen players — and be a boon for colleges
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