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Dear Miss Manners: I am nearly 72 years 
old, and am finally engaged to be married, 
with a beautiful diamond ring. (I have had 
many relationships with men, but never one 
who gave me a ring and wanted marriage, as 
this man does.) 

I have literally waited a lifetime for this, 
but I am not the type that wears much jew-
elry, and when I have ever worn rings in the 
past, I always wore them on my right hand. 
I know I am supposed to wear this one on 
my left hand, but I just can’t get comfort-
able with it there. There is no logical reason 
for this (other than I like looking at it and I 
seem to see it more on the right hand), as 
the ring fits well on both fingers, but while I 
have tried wearing it on the left, I keep tak-
ing it off and putting it on my right hand.

And then I feel guilty about it, and put it 
back on the left. How important is it to wear 
your engagement ring (and eventually your 
wedding ring) on the left hand?

Dear Gentle Reader: Important to whom? 
Miss Manners cannot imagine who would 
have a stake in this issue other than you and 
your fiance, and he less than you, because it 
is your hand. 

Yet outsiders do seem to take an unwar-
ranted interest in other people’s marital 
rings. They have spread the notions that an 
engagement without a ring does not count, 
and that one without a large diamond hardly 
does. And that if rings are not worn on the 
left hand — even though in other societies, 
the right hand is customary — deception is 
intended. 

Should any such person have the nerve 
to question you, you could simply say that 
it is your preference. Or you could ask if 
they suppose you are hoping to attract 
other suitors.

Dear Miss Manners: I am a crafty person. 
I like to sew my own clothes, make my own 
jewelry and create my own accessories. I am 
frequently complimented by people on my 
creations, and my usual response is to say 
“Thank you! I made it myself!” Is this fishing 
for compliments?

Dear Gentle Reader: But you already 
caught that fish. Miss Manners assures you 
that your reaction only alerts complimenters 
that they have made a lucky strike. 

Dear Miss Manners: My wife and I 
attended a Super Bowl party hosted by some 
friends. In addition to opening up their home, 
they did most of the cooking.

We took over several items and a cash 
contribution to help pay for the food costs. 
My wife was late to the event, and I took 
over all the food myself; this included two 
bottles of whipping cream.

Later I found out my wife had only 
intended that I take one bottle over. So, 
several days later, I informed my friend that 
we had only intended to take one bottle of 
cream and would it be OK to pick up the 
second bottle. My wife strongly disagreed 
with this. What do you think? 

Dear Gentle Reader: That you should have 
listened to your wife. It is not charming to 
inform a host that you grudge him a bottle of 
cream.

Address your etiquette questions to Miss 
Manners at her website, www.missmanners.
com; to her email, dearmissmanners@gmail.
com; or through postal mail to Miss Manners, 
Andrews McMeel Syndication, 1130 Walnut St., 
Kansas City, MO 64106. 

MISS MANNERS
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Ivor Martin and Jacobina Martin

Work hard to get ahead. You’ll have 
choices to make that will determine how 
much you will gain as the year unfolds. Be 
open to suggestions, and be willing to go 
the extra mile in order to reach your goal. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Look at 
what’s available and positive, not negative. 
Attitude will play a big role in how your day 
unfolds. Do your best to get along.  

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Get 
together with friends or relatives who 
have more experience and can offer sound 
advice.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Be care-
ful what information you share with whom. 
Someone will exaggerate or make you look 
bad if you are too open about the way you 
feel.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don’t 
trust someone who is making unrealistic 
promises. Focus on a creative hobby or 
interest that will take your mind off what 
others do or say.   

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Consider 
what you really want to achieve, and get the 
ball rolling. Be open to suggestions; it will 
help you get things done.   

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Stick 
to what and who you know. If you get too 
close to unpredictable people and situa-
tions, it will throw you off course.   

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Get out 
with friends or sign up for a course or event 
that will help expand your skills. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A 
daytrip, getting together with friends or 
relatives or making travel plans with some-
one you love will offer insight into what you 
want to pursue.   

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Money issues will surface if you spend 
money on things that aren’t necessary or 
you don’t handle a situation properly.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Stick close to home. Someone from your 
past will take advantage of you. An emo-
tional situation will surface if secrets are 
revealed.  

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Don’t slow down. Keeping the momentum 
flowing will be your ticket to success. An 
opportunity to make a financial gain is 
within reach if you make a change.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Think 
through everything you want to do at least 
twice. When in doubt, ask someone you 
respect for advice. 
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YOUR HOROSCOPE

By Eugenia Last

ACROSS
1 Patron of the 

high seas
7 Metric in digital 

journalism
13 Some marble works
18 Den mother
19 Make less stuffy
20 Opening
21 Reason for an ejection 

in the MLB
22 Reason for an ejection 

in the NBA
24 Bank takebacks, 

for short
25 Snug as a bug 

in a rug
27 Make mention of
28 NFL star ejected from 

102-Across
29 “Right on!”
30 Actress/singer Janelle
31 Rudimentary
32 Treats, as a sprain
33 Reason for an ejection 

in FIFA
37 The Bronx Bombers, 

on scoreboards
38 Intent
39 Soon
40 Student taking Torts 

or Property
43 Snowshoe-hare 

predator
44 Brian with the album 

“Before and After 
Science”

45 Shorten
48 NBA star ejected from 

105-Across
51 Sound heard in 

Georgia?
53 Musician’s skill
54 Onetime Sprint 

competitor
56 Burn a perfume 

stick in
57 Meursault’s 

love in Camus’ 
“The Stranger”

58 Reason for an ejection 
in the NFL

61 “Love, when we met, 
____ like two planets 
meeting”: Ella 
Wheeler Wilcox

62 Sepals of a fl ower
63 Rolls up

64 MLB star ejected from 
87-Across

65 Belief in one’s role as 
a savior

67 Anatomical lashes
68 Drum held between 

the knees
69 On fi re
70 ____ milk
71 English dialect in 

which “food shopping” 
is “makin’ groceries”

72 Aries and Taurus
73 Result of a judicial 

confl ict of interest
76 Kabuki sash
77 Bloke
79 Polish up, in a way
80 “Actually, come to 

think of it ...”
83 Skill

84 Part of a “fence” in the 
game Red Rover

87 Seeming opposite of 
“Ignorance is bliss”

92 Pollyannaish
95 Mends, in a way
96 Some fl aws in logic
97 Plays charades, say
98 Tweeter’s 

“Then again ...”
99 Set down
100 Fruity soda brand
101 A Musketeer
102 Entry fee
105 Stew that’s decidedly 

not very spicy
107 Durkheim who helped 

found the fi eld of 
sociology

108 Browned at high heat
109 Hit from behind
110 Array in a cockpit
111 Butterfl y-attracting 

fl owers
112 Actress Jean who 

played Joan of Arc in 
“Saint Joan”

 DOWN
1 Well formed
2 “Receiving poorly,” 

in CB lingo
3 Retreats
4 Grazing land
5 Organization of 

Afro-American Unity 
founder

6 1960s group with a 
fabric-related name, 
with “the”

7 Joe can provide it
8 Bell-shaped fl ower
9 Writer/critic ____ 

Madison III
10 Hebrew “shalom” to 

Arabic “salaam,” e.g.
11 “Seven Samurai” 

director
12 Unchanging
13 Pinch
14 Drop from one’s 

Facebook circle
15 Poker-faced
16 Armistice
17 They may hit the 

ground running
18 Respectable
21 Genius
23 Head turner?
26 It gained indepen-

dence from France in 
1960

30 Principal
31 Discombobulate
34 King of morning TV
35 Poet who invented 

the terza rima rhyme 
scheme

36 Bay of Biscay feeder
41 Easter activity
42 “Move on already!”
43 Rodeo ring?
46 Politico Abzug
47 Members of the fl ock
48 Of base 8
49 One getting 

onboarded
50 Made into law
51 Bargain hunter’s 

delight
52 Margaret Atwood’s 

“____ and Crake”
55 Standard of living?
57 Country south of 

Sicily
58 Amazon Prime 

competitor
59 Ireland, to poets
60 “Rainbow” fi sh
62 Tax pros, for short
63 They’re located be-

tween Samoa and 
Vanuatu

66 Entrance to a cave
67 Revolutionary group
68 Language family 

that includes Xhosa 
and Zulu

71 Monastery garb
74 Metonym for local 

government
75 They’re only a few 

stories
77 Noted Belle Epoque 

locale
78 Psyche’s beloved
81 Suggests
82 Typical summer intern
84 Forming an upward 

curve
85 Like oral history
86 FIFA star ejected from 

65-Across
88 Choice of cheese
89 ____ Stark, Oona 

Chaplin’s “Game of 
Thrones” role

90 Russian ethnic group
91 Church title
92 Partitioned, with “off”
93 People of south-

central Mexico
94 Director Coppola
100 Author Jonathan 

Safran ____
101 Land parcel
103 ____ Moines
104 Pique
106 Literary fairy queen

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

By Natan Last / Edited by Will Shortz

EJECTION LETTERS
NEW YORK TIMES SUNDAY CROSSWORD

No. 0203

Dear Car Talk: I removed the 
gas tank from my 1995 Ford Ranger 
extended cab so I could replace 
the fuel pump. The old fuel pump 
inside the tank has two hoses run-
ning from it that are not connected 
to anything. When I install the new 
fuel pump, what do I do with those 
hoses?

I’ve looked at repair manuals and 
on YouTube, and no one mentions 
these hoses. — Robert

Fortunately, I haven’t seen the 
inside of a ‘95 Ford Ranger gas tank 
in many years, Robert. So, if noth-
ing else, your letter has served to 
remind me of my good fortune.

There are only two hoses run-
ning from the pump. One is the 
high pressure line, which sends fuel 
to the injectors. The other is the 
return line, which dumps fuel that 
the injectors don’t use back into 
the tank.

If you’re seeing any additional 
hoses in there, you’ve either been 
breathing too many gasoline 
fumes, or you’re looking at an 
emissions hose that someone may 
have attached to the fuel pump by 
mistake. 

Fuel tanks are designed to allow 
gasoline vapors to escape the tank 
and be stored in a nearby charcoal 
canister. The vapors are stored 
there until the next time you start 
the car, when they’re sucked into 
the fresh air charge and burned in 
the cylinders. 

So maybe one of those hoses 
goes to the fuel vapor line, where 
vapors exit the tank on their way to 
the canister. Or maybe, when you 
bought your previous fuel pump, 
they were having a buy-one-get-
one-free sale on hoses that go 
nowhere. I really don’t know.

My advice would be to get hyp-
notized and forget you ever saw two 
hoses hanging off the old pump. As 
long as you follow the instructions 
for the new pump, and hook up the 
lines that are provided properly, I 
suspect everything will work cor-
rectly, Robert.  

***
Dear Car Talk: I was driving 

my 2008 Toyota Highlander recently 
when the car began to have a burn-
ing smell and a clicking sound com-
ing from the engine. Turns out the 
oil coolant line had ruptured while I 
was driving, and all the oil drained 
out, causing damage to the engine. 
This happened without warning. 

My dealer said Toyota is aware 
of this issue and is fixing it for free 
if the car is less than 10 years old. 
So the dealer rebuilt my engine at 
no cost. However, upon testing the 
car after the repair work was done, 
the dealer said that my transmission 
was damaged and needed to be 
repaired at a cost of $5,000. 

The dealer says there’s no rela-
tion between the engine seizing and 
the transmission problem. But I 
never had any transmission issues 
before this happened, and took my 

car in for regular service.
The car is now 10 years old with 

102,000 miles. Is this a coinci-
dence, or did the dealer lie to me? 
Thanks. — Michelle

Well, if you really DO have a 
transmission problem, Michelle, it 
wasn’t caused by the oil cooler line 
rupture.

The transmission in this car has 
its own cooling system, and that 
would have been unaffected by your 
other disaster. And while it’d be 
unusual for a Toyota with 102,000 
miles to have transmission failure, 
it’s not impossible.

So I think there are two possibili-
ties. One is that it’s a coincidence, 
and you didn’t notice the transmis-
sion slipping a little bit before this 
whole incident. In that scenario, the 
dealer is being 100 percent honest.

The second possibility is that 
the dealer is not being honest. 
Dealerships get reimbursed for 
doing warranty work at a much 
lower rate than they charge their 
paying customers like you. 

So if they were dissatisfied with 
the profit they made rebuilding your 
engine under warranty, they might 
try to prey on your gratitude for 
the free repair, and churn up some 
better paying business by rebuilding 
your transmission.

I hope not. That would be skull-
duggery. And not nice, too. 

Without examining the car, I 
have no idea whether the dealer is 
being honest or not. So I’m going to 
strongly recommend you get a sec-
ond opinion. Tell the dealership that 
$5,000 is a lot of money, and you’re 
going to have to think about it. 

Then either go to mechanicsfiles.
com and search for a recommended 
mechanic near you, or ask your 
friends and neighbors for names of 
mechanics they really trust.

Then ask that mechanic to check 
your transmission. If it turns out 
there really is something wrong 
with it, then your dealer was telling 
the truth. And next time you go to 
confession, you can say a Hail Mary 
for thinking ill of him. But even if 
the dealer is being honest, you’ll still 
want to shop around and compare 
prices, and think about whether 
you want to repair your transmis-
sion, have it rebuilt or buy a factory 
rebuilt one. 

On the other hand, the second 
mechanic may tell you that there’s 
nothing wrong with your transmis-
sion. Or that it needs a fluid change. 

Got a question about cars? Write to 
Ray in care of King Features, 628 
Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

Mystery hoses on fuel 
pump go nowhere

BY RAY MAGLIOZZI
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