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Each year, nationwide, thousands of  

school-age children die from sudden 

cardiac arrest (SCA). Only five to 10 percent 

survive without immediate treatment. 

That’s why it’s so important for 

schools to be equipped and trained to use 

automated external defibrillators (AEDs), 

which can increase the survival rate to 50 

percent.

Auburn City Schools was recently named 

a “Heart-Safe School System” by Alabama 

LifeStart, a school safety program of  

Children’s of  Alabama in Birmingham. 

The designation means all 13 schools 

have incorporated AED emergency 

response drills and other safety measures 

into their school safety training.

ACS is the second school system in 

the state to receive a “Heart-Safe School 

System” designation. The other is 

Tuscaloosa City Schools.

The district received honors at Tuesday’s 

school board meeting. 
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For more than 365 days (and counting), 

Kelli Thompson and others yearning 

for civil discourse, racial justice and 

reconciliation have gathered at Toomer’s 

Corner in downtown Auburn.

For about two hours a day, in rain 

or shine, in sweltering heat or freezing 

cold, they came. On Thanksgiving, on 

Christmas and on random Tuesdays, 

they came. 

They had heartfelt, sometimes difficult 

conversations with members of  the 

community, and watched as children 

asked their parents, “What’s racism?” 

after noticing their signs. 

“It’s something that I started a little 

over a year ago out of  a personal need for 

catharsis,” said Thompson, who started 

the Toomer’s Corner Sit-In with one sign 

and a whole lot of  determination. “I, like 

many others, had a lot of  heavy feelings 

and emotions about the death of  George 

Floyd.”

The peaceful demonstration began on 

June 1, 2020 — a week after George Floyd 

was murdered by Minneapolis police 

officer Derek Chauvin on May 25, 2020. 

Floyd died after Chauvin knelt on his 

neck for about nine minutes after Floyd 

was arrested on suspicion of  trying to 

use counterfeit money to buy cigarettes.

Floyd’s death, which was caught 

on video, sparked worldwide protests 

against police brutality, police racism 

and lack of  police accountability. 

Hundreds of  Auburn area residents 

took to downtown streets to protest in 

solidarity.

Thompson didn’t want the energy to 

die down. She feared that it would.

“I was tired of  us coming together in 

outrage or in heartbreak when we have 

one of  these stories, and then kind of  

getting back to our lives,” Thompson 

said.

To keep the momentum going, 

Thompson decided to sit at Toomer’s 

Corner with a sign that read “Stop 

Racism Now.”

She didn’t tell anyone what she was 

planning. She just went to the corner and 

sat down.

A handful of  people joined her. 

Complete, random strangers. They sat 

and talked, and got things off their chest.

Thompson thought, maybe, just 

maybe, that was what the community 
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There are three things you’re not 

supposed to talk about in polite society. 

Football, politics and religion. 

David Housel’s latest book tackles all 

of  them.

“I think you can talk about them 

if  you make up your mind to be 

respectful,” Housel said. “In my 

previous writing opportunities, I’ve 

never had the chance to talk about 

those things.”

“From the Backbooth at Chappy’s, 

Stories of  the South: Football, Politics, 

Religion, and More” is a compilation of  

thoughts, essays and short stories based 

on Housel’s life. 

Some of  those were influenced by 

conversations held in the backbooth of  

Chappy’s Deli, the gathering spot for 

Housel and his crew of  merry men (and 

sometimes women) who he lovingly 

refers to as “backboothers.”

“You ever watch that show ‘Cheers?’ 

This is my ‘Cheers’ bar,” Housel said.

Housel is most well-known for being 

Auburn University’s former athletic 

director. He worked in that position 

from 1994 to 2005, and started going to 

Chappy’s a year later after he retired.

“I just started coming here to have 

something to do,” Housel said.
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Former Auburn University Athletic Director David Housel chats with Walt Woltosz at Chappy’s Deli last month

David Housel tackles football, 
politics, religion in new book
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The Toomer’s Corner Sit-in has taken place every evening for more than a year
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East Alabama Medical Center and 

Auburn University officials, along with 

Auburn Mayor Ron Anders, marked 

the completion of the Auburn Medical 

Pavilion in the Auburn Research Park 

off of Shug Jordan Parkway at a ribbon-

cutting ceremony last Friday. 

The 84,000 square foot, $37 million 

facility will bring an array of services, 

and about 100 jobs, to the Auburn 

community, including the state of  

Alabama’s sixth freestanding emergency 

department, the East Alabama 

Ambulatory Surgery Center, and a 

Breast Health Center, which is still under 

construction and slated to open later this 

year. 

“This turned out to be the perfect 

location for this facility,” said EAMC 

CEO and President Laura Grill. “And 

I wondered would we ever see it come 

to reality, and it has and it’s beautiful. 

And it’s going to be such a blessing to 

members of this community and this 

side of Auburn.”

EAMC will now work on getting the 

pavilion accredited and fully staffed, 

said Grill, who added that the pavilion is 

currently about 95 percent staffed. 

ACS receives ‘Heart-Safe Schools’ designation


