
Sydney Sims
Staff Writer

With the month of February 

underway, Auburn residents can look 

forward to the celebrations of Black 

History Month with the coming addition 

of a new museum in Auburn that will 

showcase the rich history of African 

Americans in the community. 

The Auburn Center for African 

American History and Culture will be 

one part of  a three-stage redevelopment 

project in Northwest Auburn. In the 

projected budget, the city of Auburn 

will redevelop the Public Works and 

Environmental Services area off North 

Donahue Drive into a complex that 

will include the center, a library and a 

swimming pool. The Boykin Campus 

Improvements project is currently in 

the programming/design phase, with 

a current project budget of $1 million 

for Fiscal Year 2022, according to a 

presentation last summer on the city's 

Capital Improvement Plan.

According to Al Davis, Community 

Services director for the city, the legacy 

of African Americans in the Auburn 

community is embedded in the history of  

the Plains. 

“What we hope this museum will 

do is showcase how integral African 

American history is to the history of  

Auburn as a whole,” Davis said. “A lot of  

residents don’t know the history of black 

businesses that were once a vital part of  

Auburn’s economy.

“I think the addition of this museum 

will be a great thing, especially for 

residents who lived through some of  

these historic times.” 

Davis stated that the center will 

highlight Auburn residents and their 

ancestral history, prominent Black 

figures from the east Alabama area 

and black businesses in Auburn all 

while tying in the history of the Boykin 

Community Center in Northwest 

Auburn. 

The Boykin Center served as Auburn's 

first public elementary school that 

served only African-American students 

and was founded in 1951, when it also 

briefly functioned as a junior high 

school," said Davis. 

Boykin Street Elementary remained 

the institution for Auburn’s African-

American grammar school students 

until integration in 1970. Boykin Street 

functioned as a middle school until the 

facility closed in 1983. The city of Auburn 

now uses the building, located at 400 

Boykin Street, as a community center.

One prominent figure Auburn citizens 

can expect to see in this museum has 

very close ties to east Alabama. 

“One concept we really wanted to 

emphasize is the role of Rosa Parks,” 

Davis said. “We all know she has close 
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East Alabama Medical Center has opened a new Covid-19 vaccine clinic next to Big Lots in Market Square Shopping 
Center on Opelika Road. EAMC hopes the clinic will be able to administer up to 1,000 shots a day

New vaccine clinic now open
Brian Woodham
Editor

A combined effort by East Alabama 

Medical Center and the cities of Auburn 

and Opelika has brought a new vaccine 

clinic to Opelika Road, one that EAMC 

officials say could double the number of  

vaccines administered per day. 

The clinic, located next to Big Lots 

in Market Square Shopping Center, 

will serve the roughly 200,000 people 

EAMC serves in Lee, Chambers or 

Macon counties. The rollout of EAMC's 

new online registration site had a few 

glitches at first, although 2,700 people 

were able to schedule a vaccination 

appointment between Tuesday and 

next Monday. EAMC is using a five-day 

"rolling" registration window for new 

appointments, with new available slots 

opening each morning at 8 a.m.

"Our hospital team is working with 

our 3rd party vendor to help ensure 

the site runs more smoothly,” said 

John Atkinson, EAMC spokesman. 

“Our desire is for the process to be 

seamless, but we ask for your patience as 

thousands of people in the community 

are vying for an appointment and it will 

simply take a while to accommodate 

everyone due to vaccine limitations.”

The demand for the vaccine will only 

increase now that the state of Alabama 

has opened eligibility to those 65 and 

older. The three counties serviced by the 

clinic include about 30,000 people who 

fall into that category, said Atkinson. 

“While we are vaccinating other 

sub-groups who are essential to our 

community, we know residents age 

65 and greater are among the most 

vulnerable so it’s of  the utmost 

importance that we are able to vaccinate 

them as quickly as possible,” he added. 

Residents of the three counties can 

Center to showcase African American history in Auburn

Winter Invitational runs through Feb. 26
Sydney Sims
Staff Writer

A unique exhibition is now available 

for Auburn residents with an interest in 

the growing art and cultural community 

in town. This year’s Winter Invitational, 

which began Jan. 18 and is set to end Feb. 

26 at the Jan Dempsey Community Art 

Center off Opelika Road, will combine 

the works of  two artists, two continents 

and the passion of  visual art from two 

distinguished Auburn men.

The exhibition will feature Alabama 

Black Belt Photographs and West Africa 

Drawings Monday through Friday from 8 

a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m. 

The Alabama Black Belt Photographs 

will consist of  26 photographs on metal 

taken by Frank Uhlig while the West 

Africa Drawings will feature 14 ink 

drawings by the late Hugh O. Williams. 

Items from the exhibition may also be 

available to members of  the public. 

Hugh Williams was an alumni professor 

of  art emeritus at Auburn University 

for many years. While teaching in the 

Department of  Art, Williams received an 

opportunity through the Fulbright-Hays 

Program to spend time in Africa. 

Council OKs 
naming room 
for Buston
Brian Woodham
Editor

At its virtual meeting on Tuesday, 

the Auburn City Council approved a 

resolution that will name a meeting 

room in the Engineering Services 

building after former City Manager 

Jim Buston, whose retirement went 

into effect at the end of January. 

Buston worked with the city for 25 

years, creating the city's Information 

Technology Department and serving 

as chief information officer and 

assistant city manager before delaying 

retirement by stepping into the city 

manager position in 2017. 

The move to name the room the 

James C. Buston, III Education 

and Meeting Center did not come 

without opposition from some City 

Council members, who objected to 

the resolution because they wanted 

a defined process created for naming 

facilities or rooms after individuals.

"I previously expressed my desire 

that we implement some kind of  

process for naming city property after 

individuals," said Ward 2 Councilman 

Kelley Griswold, who voted against 

the resolution along with Ward 1 

Councilwoman Connie Fitch Taylor. 

"In the absence of such policy, I must 

object to this resolution."

Councilwoman and Mayor Pro Tem 

Beth Witten noted that the Council 

does have a process for naming city 

property after individuals.

"I would just like to add that this is 

our process," she said. "You bring an 

item before the Council, we deliberate, 

and then we vote. 

"As far as objecting because there's 

not a process, this is the process."
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