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By the time Tyler Whitten was preparing to 

graduate from Jacksonville State University 

with his first master's degree, he was almost 

certain his career would take him down the 

subject path of history. 

“I always loved history,” Whitten said. 

“I just knew back then that it would be my 

career, which is why I studied it as a major.”

However, a positive influence from a 

retiring professor turned Whitten onto a new 

course of study, one that would fulfill his love 

of knowledge and also provide him with a 

quiet place to process any thought he could 

ever have. 

“I had already gotten my bachelor's in 

history and I was working on my master's in 

history at JSU. One of my professors from 

the history department was getting ready to 

retire and his lifelong dream was to retire to 

Charleston,” Whitten said. “He was taking 

classes in a Masters of Library Sciences 

program because, while in Charleston, he 

planned to work as a librarian.

“He suggested that he thought I might be a 

great fit for the program and well ... the rest is 
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Trick or Treat!
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The city of Auburn has designated 6 to 8 p.m. Friday as the time for the annual Neighborhood Trick or Treat

Those looking to get in on the 

Halloween fun will have two 

opportunities this weekend to 

don their costumes and spread 

a little fun and fright. 

With Auburn's home game 

against LSU falling on Halloween, 

Neighborhood Trick or Treat has been 

moved to Friday, from 6 to 8 p.m.

For those who prefer celebrating 

while social distancing, the city is 

also hosting a Drive Thru Trick or 

Treat from 6 to 8 p.m. on Friday at 

the Auburn Parks and Recreation 

Complex on Opelika Road. 

Polls set to open Tuesday for 2020 election
Brian Woodham
Editor

The long and pandemic-stricken campaign season will 

come to an end when polls open for the general election on 

Tuesday morning.

The pandemic has already pushed many to cast their 

votes via absentee ballots, with Lee County's absentee 

ballot count sitting at about 11,000, well ahead of the 

record of 3,100 absentee ballots cast during the 2016 

General Election, said Lee County Probate Judge Bill 

English at Monday's Lee County Commission meeting. 

"We're going to be almost four times the record for 

absentee voters. But I'll be honest, a lot of voters this 

year are treating it as early voting and not absentee 

voters. We're accommodating people as best we can," he 

said. "Nobody's been turned away to my knowledge, and 

nobody's not gotten a ballot to my knowledge."

Today is the last day to request and receive an absentee 

ballot application at the Lee County Courthouse.

Lee County currently has about 125,000 registered 

voters and has appointed 400 poll workers this election, 

with training taking place Wednesday and today, added 

English. Lee County had just more than 103,000 registered 

voters in the 2016 General Election, with about a 58 

percent turnout.

The biggest race on this year's ballot is no doubt for the 

presidency between President Donald Trump and former 

Vice President Joe Biden. Trump is expected to easily 

carry both Alabama and Lee County. In 2016, Lee County 

voters favored Trump over Hillary Clinton 58 percent to 

EAMC Covid-19 
hospitalizations
remain steady
Brian Woodham
Editor

As the nation and state of  

Alabama enter a new surge 

in Covid-19 cases, Lee County 

has been spared for now, with 

hospitalizations at East Alabama 

Medical Center holding steady 

below 30 over the past week and 

the moving averages of  new cases 

continuing to stay at a low level. 

As of  Tuesday afternoon, 24 

patients were hospitalized at EAMC 

and EAMC-Lanier with Covid-19. 

The positivity rate of  testing has 

also held steady, with only 14 new 

positive cases out of  270 tests last 

week, for a rate of  just 5.2 percent.

“Being at this level for nearly 

two weeks now is good news, and 

our testing site saw yet another 

decrease last week, so it almost 

feels like we’re living in a bubble 

right now compared to news from 

around the state and nation,” 

said EAMC spokesman John 

Atkinson in a news release. "Covid 

hospitalizations in Alabama had 

dropped to around 700 about a 

month ago, but were just shy of  

1,000 this morning. 

“At the peak for Alabama, there 

were between 1500-1600 patients 

hospitalized with Covid-19, and 

less than 15 percent of  ICU beds 

available, so we hope the state can 

avoid reaching that level again.”

Since the start of  the pandemic 

in mid-March, Lee County has 

had 6,571 cases of  Covid-19, 

with 262 coming in the last two 

weeks, according to the Alabama 

Department of  Public Health as 

of  Tuesday evening. The seven-

day moving average for new cases 

in Lee County is 17.5, while the 

number of  patients who have died 

from Covid-19 has risen to 65. 

While the number of  new cases 

and hospitalizations hasn't surged 

in Lee County, Atkinson said it 
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Whitten settling in as library director


