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Editor

The novel coronavirus, which causes the disease 

Covid-19, is sweeping through Lee County and 

the state of  Alabama once again, as the increase 

in confirmed cases has spilled over into a rise in 

hospitalizations at East Alabama Medical Center 

and EAMC-Lanier. 

Lee County has added 470 confirmed cases of  

Covid-19 over the past two weeks, or roughly 32 

percent of  the area's 1,463 cases since the outbreak 

began in mid-March, according to the Alabama 

Department of  Public Health as of  Wednesday 

morning. Hospitalizations at EAMC and EAMC-

Lanier have jumped to 38 as of  Wednesday morning, 

a number that has alarmed local experts. EAMC's 

peak hospitalizations from Covid-19 came April 11 

at 54. The number of  patients on ventilators has also 

risen to six.

"I remember vividly that first week in April when 

we peaked,” said Dr. Ricardo Maldonado, infectious 

disease specialist at EAMC. "The anxiety in the 

ER, the ICU and the Covid-19 floor. The hospital 
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The Auburn Public Library has started a curbside pickup service for patrons
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Library adapting to pandemic

Dr. Fauci: 
Statewide 
mask order 
important
Brian Woodham
Editor

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the 

National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases, repeatedly stressed 

the importance of wearing masks and 

voiced support for statewide mandatory 

mask orders during a livestreamed 

Q&A session with Alabama Sen. Doug 

Jones on Tuesday. 

"I do believe a statewide mask order 

is important because there is variability 

in people taking seriously or even 

understanding the benefit of masks," 

said Fauci. "Masks make a difference. It 

is one of the primary, fundamental tools 

that we have, particularly ... because a 

considerable number of individuals, up 

to 40 percent, do not have any symptoms 

and yet they still can transmit the 

infection. And for that reason, we 

should all be wearing masks when 

we're out in public, particularly when 

we can't negotiate the distance between 

ourselves and others in public."

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey declined 

to issue a mandatory statewide 

mask order last week, saying it was 

unenforceable. Instead, she just 

encouraged the wearing of masks and 

voiced support for counties to take their 

own measures. Alabama Attorney 

General Steve Marshall also indicated 

that counties and municipalities have 

the authority to craft and enforce mask 

ordinances. 

The Auburn City Council will meet 

online in a special-called meeting to 

discuss a possible mask ordinance after 

numerous residents voiced support 

for it during Tuesday night's council 

meeting. 

Auburn Mayor Ron Anders said 

he would reach out to the Lee County 

Commission Chairman and Probate 

Matthew Johnson
Staff Writer

As many people have been stuck at 

home over the past couple of  months, 

some have begun to explore or returned 

to the world of  books in order to quench 

their boredom during these strange 

times. 

Like many other businesses, the 

Auburn Public Library was forced to 

change the way it operated due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

Chris Warren, director for the 

Auburn Public Library, said that the 

transition was a challenge for him and 

his team, but not an impossible task.

“One of  the many questions going 

into the pandemic was how can 

we provide our services while still 

following the guidelines and supporting 

social distancing,” he said.

In order to continue serving the 

people of  Auburn, Warren and his 

team began investing heavily into 

digital resources. According to 

Warren, circulation of  the library’s 

digital resources has tripled this year 

compared to last year. 

The library offers access to the New 

York Times and the Washington Post 

as well as video-streaming, ebooks, 

e-audiobooks, arts and crafts ideas, 

career resources, and much more all 

from its website. 

Aside from boosting its online 

presence, the library has also begun to 

implement a curbside pickup service 

in order to create a contactless way to 

check out physical resources. 

Patrons need only reserve a book 

online using their library card. When 

they arrive at the library, posted signs 

will direct the patron to alert the staff 

by call or text that they have arrived, 

and their items will be placed on a 

table outside for the most contactless 

checkout possible. 

 All of  the library's online resources 

can be accessed with any existing 

library card. If  you want to gain access 

to all of  the library’s online resources 

but don't have a card, the library is 

offering a temporary card for digital 

resources. To check out a book in 

person or by using the curbside pickup, 

one may stop by the library and sign up 

for a card.

While digital resources and curbside 

pickup have proven to be great tools, 

Warren noted that there is still a need 

to go inside the library at times, and he 

assures that it is as safe an experience 

as possible. 

“We have taken many steps to make 

sure everything is safe as possible,” he 

said. 

From offering regularly-cleaned self-

checkouts, to encouraging patrons 

to follow the guidelines set by health 
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Auburn University recently released 

its Comprehensive Health and Safety 

Plan as it expects to hold on-campus 

instruction during the fall semester. 

The "academic re-entry plan" is 

subject to change based on the situation 

surrounding the Covid-19 pandemic, but 

includes a number of  measures aimed 

at improving safety for students, faculty 

and staff at the university. 

Auburn already announced that 

wearing masks will be required in all 

public buildings on campus. 

The university has also announced 

a modified fall academic calendar that 

converted fall break and the first two 

days of  Thanksgiving week to class days, 

as well as ending in-person classes after 

Thanksgiving and conducting exams 

remotely. 

The new guidance states that students 

will be required to go through a daily 

health screening through the Covid-19 

assessment tool, Healthcheck, before 

coming to campus. The health screening 


