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Sarah “Mama Mocha” Gill knows her 

coffee. It’s all she’s ever known. Career-

wise, that is.

“I have always worked with coffee,” 

said Gill, owner of  Mama Mocha's 

Coffee. “Coffee is the only industry I’ve 

ever been in since I was 16 years old.”

Gill, 34, began her coffee career as 

a barista. Almost 20 years later, she’s 

chief  executive officer — or “matriarch” 

— of  her own retail and wholesale 

coffee roasting business with locations 

in Auburn and Opelika.

“I want to give people of  all walks of  

life the product of  my passion,” Gill 

said.

Gill started roasting coffee beans in 

the back of  a small bookstore, the Gnu's 

Room, on Auburn’s South Gay Street 11 

years ago. 

She’s gone from roasting about 50 

pounds of  coffee beans per day to an 

average of  300 per day.

“I started out with a 3-kilo roaster 

and a tiny pallet of  coffee,” Gill said. 

“People just started coming to me -—

the same people who were my barista 

customers — to get this coffee from me 

every week. And so instead of  selling 

them a drink, now I’m their bean 

dealer.”

Gill moved her roastery to 715 1st Ave. 

in Opelika in 2018 because it outgrew 

the South Gay Street space. 

“It just made sense for us to go find 

a space that would be more conducive 
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Students at two Auburn elementary 

schools are motivating and supporting 

area military troops through the 

written word.

The children who attend Pick 

Elementary School and Auburn Early 

Education Center recently wrote 

letters to troop members at Fort 

Benning to provide encouragement 

and cheer up those who may not 

otherwise be receiving mail.

“Thank you for your bravery so we 

can live in freedom,” one Pick student 

wrote. “You are very strong and I am 

so proud of  you.”

The letter-writing initiative was 

started by Cru Military, a missionary 

organization that provides chaplain 

support services for soldiers and 

trainees at the military post.

Paige Wetzel, a volunteer with Cru 

Military, said troop members always 

look forward to letters from children 

because of  the funny things they say 

and the things they draw. 

The letters will be handed out 

during Sunday chapel services. 

“We just want them to feel that no 

matter what you’ve had to do today, no 

matter how hard training was today, 

there’s some little kid somewhere that 

thought about you,” Wetzel said. 

Wetzel was asked to help with the 

initiative because of  her connection to 

Auburn City Schools. Her daughter, 

Harper, is a first-grader at Auburn 

Early Education Center. 

“Auburn Early Ed has actually done 

this for me twice,” Wetzel said of  the 

letters.

Wetzel asked Debbie Brooks, 

principal at Pick Elementary 

School, if  her students would also 

be interested in participating. 

Brooks, a family friend of  Wetzel’s, 

enthusiastically agreed. 

“We are all over this because it is 

important,” Brooks said. “I think the 

written word is very powerful.”

Pick Elementary enrolls students in 

third, fourth and fifth grades. Auburn 

Early Education Center teaches 

students in kindergarten through 

second grade.

Pick students wrote more than 400 

letters, which Wetzel picked up on 

Monday.

Fourth-graders Madi Grace Weaver, 

Cooper McInnis and Chae-Eun Song 

gave Wetzel the letters, which were 

neatly stacked and held together with 

Mama Mocha's Coffee
Address: Auburn location, 414 S 

Gay St. Opelika location, 715 1st Ave. 

Phone: Auburn location, (334) 707-

7946; Opelika location, (334) 707-9325

Website: https://mamamocha.

com/

To request wholesale information 

or to contact the roastery directly, 

email mamamochaqueen@gmail.

com or call/text 256-452-0783.
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Chae-Eun Song give Cru Military volunteer Paige Wetzel the letters they 
wrote for troop members at Fort Benning on Monday
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Participation in the Covid-19 

vaccination effort around the country 

runs the gamut — from those who 

joyfully bared their arms for the shot 

to those who outright refused the 

opportunity and to those who remain 

on the fence and are hesitant to take the 

leap. 

In Lee County, about 51,500 residents 

have received at least one dose, or 

about 39 percent of the county's 133,500 

residents. Just over 40,000 have received 

their entire series of vaccine doses. 

There is still a lot of work to do 

and vaccines to disperse to get herd 

immunity, where at least 70 percent of  

the population is either vaccinated or 

immune due to previous exposure. 

Getting those who are vaccine 

hesitant on board will be key to 

reaching that level. EAMC addressed 

some of the concerns voiced about 

Residents show interest in license-plate recognition
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Auburn neighborhoods were well-

represented at a recent virtual meet-and-

greet with the city's neighborhood specialist 

and an officer from the Auburn Police 

Division. 

Neighborhood residents were able to 

introduce themselves to Neighborhood 

Specialist Allison Blankenship, who 

wanted to foster better relationships with 

HOA representatives and neighborhoods 

in general,while seeking feedback on the 

best ways to get information into residents' 

hands. 

"I want you to think of me as your point of  

contact," she said. "I want you to know that 

you can always come to me. 

"One of my goals is to keep you in the loop 

about projects that may be going on in your 

neighborhood that you will want to know 

about."

Sylvia Paul, an HOA board member of  

the Preserve of Auburn community, said 

she thought the addition of a neighborhood 

specialist to the city's communication team 

was a great idea. 


