
Brian Woodham
Editor

If  you're seeking a little outdoor fun and 

exploration to help you break out of  the 

coronavirus containment blues, the city 

of  Auburn's Itty Bitty Scavenger Hunt has 

you covered. 

The scavenger hunt, which begins 

Friday, will send participants around 

town to find 25 Itty Bitty sites, thumbnails 

of  which are featured on Page A5 of  this 

week's Villager. 

Last year, the hunt highlighted 

historic sites for Alabama's Bicentennial 

Celebration. This year, the hunt turns the 

spotlight on Auburn Parks and Recreation, 

which is celebrating its 50th anniversary. 

"We're highlighting 25 spots, like 

parks, our buildings, different things like 

that," said Sarah Cook, special events 

coordinator for the city. "I don't think 

people really think about Auburn Parks 

and Rec turning 50 or being a certain age, 

but since it is the 50th anniversary it's so 

exciting to be able to show the community 

what our department has to offer. This is 

a way, if  you're new to town or if  you don't 

Matthew Johnson
Staff Writer

While many will turn to mail-in ballots 

to cast their picks in the general election 

in November, plenty of voters are still 

expected exercise their vote the old-

fashioned way — by standing in line at their 

voting precincts. 

Voting in-person at a precinct has 

never been more perilous, though, as the 

Covid-19 pandemic continues to sweep across the country. 

And it's likely even more perilous for poll workers, many of  

whom would fall into the most vulnerable age group for serious 

Covid-19 illness — those 65 and older.

"The average poll worker is in their 70s," said Lee County 

Elections Manager Robert Garris. "We have some exceptions to 

that, but most of our typical poll workers 

are in the at-risk age."

 The risk to the elderly is easily 

gleaned from looking at Covid-19 case 

characteristics in the state. As of Tuesday, 

those 65 or older account for 16.4 percent of  

Alabama's  roughly 80,000 confirmed cases, 

but a staggering 78 percent of the state's 

1,446 deaths attributed to Covid-19. 

As a result, those turning out to vote in-

person this fall may see plenty of new — 

and younger — faces, as Garris noted that this year, more than 

ever, there is a need for youth to work the polls.

Garris said that it is typically hard to get younger voters to 

carve out 12 to 14 hours of their day to work the polls, but the 
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'Not just during this 
time, but during all 
elections we would 
encourage younger 

voters to at least apply.'

Elections Manager Robert Garris
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ABC Board passes alcohol sales restrictions
Brian Woodham
Editor

Auburn residents who like to wind down the day 

with an adult beverage at their favorite watering 

hole will have to get their orders in early as the 

Alabama Beverage Control Board set an 11 p.m. 

last call for alcohol at bars and restaurants in 

the state in response to the surging Covid-19 

pandemic. 

The ABC Board, which passed the emergency 

order at a special-called meeting on Monday, 

set 11 p.m. as the time for last call at bars and 

restaurants, and all drinks must be out of  hand by 

11:30 p.m. The rule went into effect on Monday, but 

won't be enforced until Saturday. 

The move comes as Alabama has seen its cases 

of  Covid-19 climb dramatically, with about 28 

percent of  its more than 80,000 confirmed cases 

coming in the past two weeks. 

"We are very sensitive to the economic impact 

this rule will have," said ABC Board Chairman 

Alan Spencer. "This is a gut-wrenching decision 

we are making today, but it is also gut-wrenching 

to see the number of  Alabamians who are 

suffering from this disease."

Spencer added that the rule will only be in effect 

for a "very short duration" and that the board will CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The ABC Board will begin to enforce the 11 p.m. last call 
for alcohol sales on Saturday
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The three parcels that make up the South College Street development were 
bought for a combined $10.75 million in 2019

Grocery 
store 
planned 
for South 
Gay Street
Brian Woodham
Editor

The vision for the old Burger King 

and Tiger Rags properties on South Gay 

Street is coming into focus, as plans to 

include a grocery store as part of  re-

development are set to come before the 

Planning Commission next month. 

The Planning Commission will hear 

a conditional use request for a grocery 

store at its next meeting on Aug. 13, 

which will be held virtually. 

The request is being made on behalf  

of  Multi Aubal GS, LLC, which bought 

the three parcels of  land included in the 

development in 2019 for $10.75 million, 

according to Lee County property 

records. 

A representative of  McWane Inc., a 

Birmingham firm that is spearheading 

the project, declined to comment at this 

time. 

The addition of  a grocery store to the 

retail landscape in downtown Auburn 

will check off a long-wanted item on 

the city's commercial wish list for the 

area. A grocery store was part of  the 

city's public-private partnership for a 

development in the Municipal Parking 

Deck area that ultimately fell apart in 

2016. 

The development of  an urban grocery 

in the core of  downtown was also one 

of  the key objectives identified in the 

Downtown Master Plan. 

The Planning Commission will meet 

at 5 p.m. via Zoom on Aug. 13. A public 

hearing for the request will be included 

on the agenda. 

Brian Woodham
Editor

East Alabama Medical Center 

joined other hospitals in the state this 

week in asking Alabama Gov. Kay 

Ivey to extend the statewide mask 

mandate before it expires on Friday. 

Ivey put the mask requirement 

in place on July 16 as an additional 

measure in the evolving Safer at 

Home health order first issued in late 

April. The larger health order is also 

set to expire on Friday. 

Ivey held a press conference on 

Wednesday morning after print 

deadline, but was expected to 

extend the health order, as Alabama 

struggles to contain the spread of  

Covid-19, the disease caused by the 

novel coronavirus. 

"We need to lower our census 

first, and so do other hospitals. We 

feel strongly that Governor Ivey 

should extend it for several more 

weeks," said Dr. Ricardo Maldonado, 

infectious disease specialist at 

EAMC. "Our Covid-19 census now is 

dangerously high, and we will likely 

go on critical care diversion this 

week, meaning that patients in need 

of  critical care will have to go to other 

hospitals."

This week, Alabama passed the 

80,000 mark of  confirmed Covid-19 

cases, with about 28 percent of  total 

cases coming in the last 14 days. 

Confirmed cases in Lee County also 

continued to climb, reaching 2,322 as 

of  Wednesday morning, with about 23 

percent coming in the last two weeks.  
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Scavenger hunt to feature Auburn Parks, Rec


