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At its meeting on Tuesday afternoon, 

the Downtown Design Review Committee 

reviewed plans for the Heart of Auburn 

project, which will redevelop a large swath of  

land along Samford Avenue into a sprawling 

residential development. 

The Heart of Auburn project will bring 

423 units with about 734 beds south of the 

current commercial component that includes 

CVS Pharmacy. All by one parcel at the 

corner of Samford Avenue and South Gay 

Street will be redeveloped. 

The Heart of Auburn will offer market-

rate units — studio and one-, two- and 

three-bedrooms — and will not rent by the 

bedroom. There is no public retail component 

in the project.

The DDRC reviewed  the project in October, 

suggesting improved designs and approaches 

for the corner of South College and Samford, 

and the addition or expansion of stoops for 

ground-level units along College, Samford 

and Gay Street, among other suggestions. 

Representatives of Greystar, the developer 

of the project, and its design firm, Dwell 
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Plenty of  smiles were cracked last 

Wednesday as people took turns posing 

for photos with a beaver mascot and City 

Council members tossed dirt onto a pile 

at the groundbreaking of  Buc-ee's new 

Auburn location off of  Exit 50. 

The construction of  Buc-ee's is 

expected to be completed about this time 

next year before Auburn hosts Texas 

A&M at home on Nov. 12, 2022.

"We do have a goal to be here for A&M-

Auburn, and that's coming pretty quick," 

said co-founder Arch "Beaver" Aplin. 

"We'll work hard, and we'll work with 

the city. And my promise to you guys is 

that we're going to build a great project 

and we're going to be great neighbors 

and great members of  the community."

The popular travel center company, 

which will have about 120 pumps and 

some for electric vehicles, expects to 

employ at least 175 people at its new 

Auburn location, with a starting pay 

of  $15 an hour. Buc-ee's is expected to 

generate up to $2.6 million in revenue 

annually in various city taxes and likely 

spur further development around Exit 

50, which opened for use in 2012.

"We thought it would be a new 

gateway into our city," said Auburn 

Mayor Ron Anders of  the Exit 50 

interchange. "We thought one day it 

would develop. I say to you honestly 

today, we're pleasantly surprised at its 

first customer out here. Thank you Buc-

ee's for considering Auburn."

Buc-ee's will invest nearly $45 million 

into its third Alabama location, as well 

as work with the city to allocate $50,000 

a year to nonprofit organizations in the 

Auburn area.

"That is very generous, Beaver. We 

appreciate it very much," said Anders to 

Aplin. "This business is the culture we 

want in our community. When we grow, 

we want things to be a great fit. Buc-ee's 

will be a great fit for Auburn. A year 

from now as the Tigers get ready to play 

the Aggies on November 12th, Beaver, 

I look forward to enjoying a brisket 

sandwich with you."

Ian Bivona
Reporter

After finishing the regular season with an 8-2 record, including 

going 5-1 and finishing second in the region, Auburn High and 

head coach Keith Etheredge are preparing for the first round of  

the 2021 state playoffs.

The Tigers will open the postseason at home against the Baker 

High School Hornets, who finished third their region. 

“It’s definitely important (to have a home playoff game),” 

Etheredge said. “We talked about that at the beginning of the year. 

Getting home field advantage in the playoffs is huge, especially 

in those first rounds when a lot of times you have to travel from a 

little ways away.”

Auburn High is coming off a 27–17 loss to prep powerhouse 

IMG Academy, but the final score was not indicative of the 

performance that the Tigers put up. Led by impressive play from 

quarterback Clyde Pittman and a stout defensive effort, Auburn 

High was leading IMG Academy for nearly two-thirds of the game. 

A late fumble in the fourth quarter set up a go-ahead touchdown 

for the Ascenders, who scored another touchdown late in the 

game.

“I think that we learned a lot from our kids,” Etheredge said. 

“They’re not going to quit, they’re not going to back down from 

anybody. Our kids played their hearts out."

On the other sideline, Baker possesses a 7-3 record from the 

regular season, including a 13–0 win over UMS-Wright Prep 

that gave the Bulldogs their only loss of the season. Of the three 

schools that Baker lost this season, those schools combined for 

a total of three losses. Two of Baker’s losses were on the road to 

Pine Forest in Florida and against Fairhope, with one home loss 

being five-point setback to Theodore.

“They have a lot of athletes, their kids play hard and they’re 

well coached,” Etheredge said of Baker. “We’ve definitely got to 

find certain people on each and every play, and make sure that we 

don’t let them get the big plays.”

Baker put up 50 points last week against Davidson, with 

sophomore quarterback Josh Flowers throwing for over 200 yards 
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Auburn High quarterback Clyde Pittman throws downfield in the Tigers game against IMG Academy

Tigers open playoffs at home Friday
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During the Committee of  the Whole 

meeting on Tuesday evening, Auburn 

Municipal Judge Jim McLaughlin 

updated the City Council on the state 

of  the Auburn Municipal Court, 

providing an overview of  the system as 

it works its way out of  a pandemic year 

where cases, many held virtually, were 

down.

The pandemic prompted a number 

of  changes, including increasing the 

number of  days per week the court 

met from one-and-a-half  to three and 

reducing docket sizes to a maximum of  

40 residents per hour from more than 

100. 

During Fiscal Year 2021, which 

ended  Sept. 30, 19.116 cases were filed, 

with 18,023 being disposed, according 

to McLaughlin. Of  the cases filed, 219 

were for driving under the influence. 

Only 16 of  the disposed cases were 

appealed. The court system also 

handled 12,895 parking tickets.

"We have a grand total of  19,116 cases. 

That was almost a 50 percent increase 

from the year before with Covid," he 

said. "I won't say we're back to business 

as usual, but we're getting there slowly 

but surely."

McLaughlin added that he's proud 

of  the low number of  appeals because 

it shows how few people felt the court 

system did a bad job. 

"They kind of  put the inevitable off. 

Buc-ee's breaks ground on new Auburn location
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The City Council helps break ground at the planned Buc-cee's in Auburn

DDRC reviews Heart of Auburn project design
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