
Sydney Sims
Reporter

Locals looking for a fun, authentic way to celebrate the 

upcoming Mardi Gras season won’t have to travel as far as 

Mobile or New Orleans to join in the celebration this year.

The Krewe De Tigris, a social organization dedicated to 

bringing together the community in celebration, is hosting 

its fourth annual Mardi Gras Parade on Feb.22 at 2:30 pm in 

downtown Auburn. 

According to Beth Witten of Krewe De Tigris, this will give 

those who may be attending the Auburn men’s basketball game 

that day an ample amount of time to head downtown for the 

festivities. 

The parade will feature over 50 participants, who will parade 

through town on elaborate Mardi Gras-style floats.

Parade-goers can look forward to seeing the Mardi Gras 

Parade Queen’s float along with other local Auburn businesses 

who will be tossing moon pies and other trinkets into the crowd. 

Witten says there will be a few changes to this year’s parade 
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Auburn removes Gogue's interim tag
Brian Woodham
Editor

At its meeting last week, the Auburn 

University Board of  Trustees removed the 

interim tag from President Jay Gogue's 

title, appointing him as the 20th president 

in the university's history. 

The move to make Gogue the president 

again has been expected for months after 

he took on an interim role as president in 

early July following the abrupt resignation 

of  Steven Leath, who served two years as 

president starting in 2017. Gogue's one-

year contract signed last July was worth 

$456,000.

Gogue served as Auburn University 

president from 2007 to 2017, during which 

time he and his wife, Susie, were fixtures in 

the Auburn community. Gogue also played 

a fundamental role in helping secure 

more than $1 billion for the university's 

This is Auburn fundraising campaign. 

The Gogues' impact on the community is 

most visible in the university's Jay and 

Susie Gogue Performing Arts Center, 

which continues to bring acts to The Plains 

during its inaugural season.

The university initially contemplated 

launching a national presidential search.
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Attendees at a previous Auburn Mardi Gras Parade enjoy the floats and festivities

Mardi Gras parade to roll Feb. 22

Council to 
consider 
resolution 
against 
granite 
quarry
Sydney Sims
Reporter

Auburn City Council members 

voted unanimously to have city staff 

draft a resolution showing support 

for Opelika Mayor Gary Fuller and 

the city of  Opelika’s potential legal 

fight regarding a proposed granite 

quarry outside its city limit.

The City Council will consider 

the resolution at its meeting on 

Tuesday.

The resolution was proposed 

by Ward 3 Councilwoman Beth 

Witten, who cited concern for the 

environmental quality of  life in 

Opelika and Auburn that may be 

affected by the proposed quarry, 

despite the quarry being outside of  

city limits.

“The quarry, as whole, for any 

community, is something to be 

concerned about,” Witten said. “But 

I think its proximity in the county 

to Auburn and North Auburn in 

Staff Report

The reshuffling atop the Auburn 

Police Division and Auburn Public 

Safety Department continues as the 

city recently named Cedric Anderson 

as the next Auburn Police chief  and 

Will Mathews as the deputy director of  

Public Safety.

Anderson's career has spanned 

27 years with the Auburn Police 

Division, including his most recent 

position as section chief  for city 

operations, which oversaw the patrol 

and records sections. 

Anderson, a U.S. Army veteran and 

past officer for the Auburn University 

Police Department, will take over for 

current police chief  Paul Register on 

March 1. 

Register will step in as the city's new 

Public Safety Director after longtime 

director Bill James retires at the end 

on the month. 

Anderson is a graduate of  Auburn 

University and holds a master's 

degree from Faulkner University. He 

is currently serving as an adjunct 

professor at Auburn while also 

pursuing a doctorate. 

Since becoming a patrol officer 

in 1992, Anderson has served in 

a number of  positions, including 

patrolman, narcotics detective, 

supervisor in both the patrol and 

detective sections, patrol lieutenant, 

patrol captain and as assistant chief  

since 2016. He has also served the 

division as a polygraph examiner and 

as an internal affairs investigator.

Anderson is known throughout the 

community and has been involved 

and assisted in the development of  

such community outreach efforts 

as the “Bridges” program and 

“Neighborhood Walks.”

Mathews will also step into his 

new role as deputy director of  Public 

Safety over communications and 

emergency management on March 1. 

Mathews is also a 27-year veteran 

of  the Auburn Police Division, where 

he has served as section chief  of  the 

Auburn University Precinct since 

2016. 

' There are no finer 
employees anywhere than 
what we have here at the 
city of Auburn. Will and 
Cedric are proof of that.'

Jim Buston, City Manager

Anderson appointed new Auburn police chief

CEDRIC ANDERSON WILL MATHEWS


