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Long before the Rev. Chris
Rothbauer became the lead minister
at Auburn Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship in August of 2019, the call
to ministry spoke to the reverend.
Growing up in the Evangelical
denomination, Rothbauer, who had
felt the pull to Unitarian Universalist
mainly because of the aligning of
belief in faith, says that call first came
in his adolescence as a want to reach
people on a deeper level.
“I decided to become a minister
because I wanted to journey with
people in the good times and the bad
times in their life,” Rothbauer said.
“I also wanted to change the world to
make it a better place.”
After several technical steps and
becoming officially fellowshipped
in 2015, by 2019, Auburn Unitarian
Universalist was looking for a new
settled minister for the fellowship.
“In 2016, the current minister,
then, had left after 22 years in the
pulpit,” Rothbauer said. “So by 2019,
the fellowship was looking for a new
minister and I happened to be looking
at the same time for a position.
“It turned out that our interests,
my interests and the congregation's
interests really aligned in a kind of
a profound way that I’m still amazed
at,” Rothbauer said.
Living in the Louisville area at
the time, Rothbauer, alongside their
partner, made the thousand-mile trek
to the Plains to submit his faith to a
week-long candidacy process. By the
end, when call backs were made, it
was determined by the Fellowship
that Rothbauer would be their new
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The sign at the Auburn Unitarian Universalist Fellowship on Thach Avenue
was stolen earlier this month
minister.
As the reverend stated, the journey
as minister of AUUF has been
more than interesting. Founded
in 1961 in Lee County, the Auburn
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
recognizes itself as a liberal religious
congregation.
The denomination, Unitarian
Universalism, is an offshoot of
Protestant Christianity.

'If I knew them, I know
I would try to sit down
and understand their
motivation and hope they
try to understand ours as
well.'
Rev. Chris Rothbauer,
Auburn Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship

Turn to AUUF, Page A3

Ventiere works to 'right ship' at DA's office
Brian Woodham
Editor
Lee County District Attorney Pro Tem
Jessica Ventiere is looking to "right the
ship" and restore confidence in the Lee
County District Attorney's Office after
being named to the position by area
judges in November.
Ventiere, who was serving as chief
assistant district attorney, took over the
role after District Attorney Brandon
Hughes was suspended following his
indictment on eight counts, including
using his office for personal gain, perjury

and conspiracy to commit theft.
"Ideally, this is not how anybody would
want to take over any kind of position,
but I am glad the judges gave me the
opportunity to take this role over," she
said. "Prosecution is important to me
anyway, and so it's important to me to
have the opportunity to right the ship,
to get things back on track, to restore
confidence in the office, so I take it very
seriously. I understand the weight of
having this interim position, what it
means to the community and what it
Turn to VENTIERE, Page A3

As officials look to expand
distribution of the coronavirus
vaccine to a larger segment of the
population, Covid-19 continues to
rage in the Lee County community.
In just the past week, Lee County
has added 12 deaths attributed
to Covid-19, with the grim count
currently at 87, according to data
from the Alabama Department of
Public Health. Lee County has also
added nearly 1,800 new cases in the
past two weeks, or about 15 percent
of the county's total cases since the
pandemic began in mid-March.
Hospitalizations at East Alabama
Medical Center and EAMC-Lanier
have also reach a new peak, rising to
90 on Monday before dropping to 78
as of Tuesday. Currently, 16 patients
are on ventilators, slightly down from
the 20 patients intubated over the
weekend.
"It’s difficult to see that number
continue to rise, but unfortunately
it was expected in the wake of the
holidays," said John Atkinson, EAMC
spokesman, of the hospitalizations.
"It’s too late to do anything to change
what happened then, but we can
improve going forward."
Atkinson added that it's important
right now for residents to limit their
exposure to people outside of their
household.
"In particular, please refrain from
familiar settings such as extended
family or friends where you are more
likely to let your guard down by not
wearing a mask or social distancing,"
he said. "That seems to be where
more cases have been originating as
opposed to stores where people do
tend to wear a mask and keep some
distance."
The surge in Covid-19 cases,
hospitalizations and deaths comes as
the state of Alabama plans to expand
the availability of the approved
vaccines to people aged 75 and older.
Health care workers, nursing home
residents and employees and first
responders began receiving the
vaccine in December.
Those eligible can register for a
vaccine shot at https://apps.eamc.
org/Secure/VaccineRegistration.
EAMC said it is accepting
appointments from those eligible who
live in Lee, Chambers and Macon
counties and asks that residents not
call the hospital directly as operators
Turn to COVID-19, Page A3
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Auburn now hosting MLK Day events
Sydney Sims
Staff Writer
In remembrance of Martin Luther
King Day, Auburn University’s Office of
Inclusion and Diversity is hosting a series
of events for the Auburn community
beginning January 12.
According to Ada Wilson, assistant
vice president for Access and Inclusive
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Excellence of Auburn’s Office of Inclusion
and Diversity, this year’s events will focus
on honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
while following a new set of protocols in
compliance with university, local, state and
national Covid-19 guidelines.
“Honoring Dr. King’s legacy allows us
to come together as a community and
take a unified stance for equity and social
change,” Wilson said. “Given the onset
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of Covid-19, we have transitioned the
program to an online platform. The Day of
Service will also be limited to comply with
social distancing protocols.
“We are taking every precaution
to ensure that volunteers have a safe
experience.”
This year’s lineup will feature a wide

auburnvillager.com

Turn to AUBURN, Page A3

