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The Promise of Spring

TODD VAN EMST/AUBURN ATHLETICS

Auburn fans soak up the sun and sights as they watch the Tigers practice in Jordan-Hare Stadium on Saturday

Auburn fans got a welcome surprise 

over the weekend when first-year 

head coach Bryan Harsin opened 

the Tigers' practice on Saturday in 

Jordan-Hare Stadium to the public, 

a rarity on the Plains and something 

not common since the tenure of  

former coach Tommy Tuberville.

The Tigers are expected to hold a 

scrimmage on Saturday before taking 

a week off. For more on Auburn's 

spring practice, go to Page 5A. 

Nakhjavan leads way at Cary Center
Sydney Sims
Staff Writer

While many in the Auburn community consider Sidney 

James Nakhjavan worthy of  the title “phenomenal 

woman,” citing her philanthropic efforts, when asked if  

she saw herself  as an important figure, Nakhjavan simply 

stated that she never truly thought about it.

“Truthfully, I have never even thought about being an 

important woman figure, per se,” said Nakhjavan. “I am 

generally too busy balancing family, work and “hobby” 

time.

 “It’s nice for you to ask the question, but the honest 

answer is — I have never really thought about it.”

However, between balancing the life of  a family and 

business woman, Nakhjavan’s journey to recognition 

began right here in East Alabama.

The daughter of  Dora James and the late Cal James Sr., 

Nakhjavan, or Sid as many know her, grew up with fond 

memories of  her childhood in Opelika.

Upon graduation from Opelika High School, Nakhjavan 

attended Emory University in Atlanta, graduating in 1986 

with a Bachelors of  Arts in International Studies and 

a minor in French History. During her time at Emory 

University, Nakhjavan had the opportunity to study 

abroad in France for a year and intern at the Carter Center 

at Emory. It was during that summer in France that 

Sidney discovered a world far beyond the rolling plains of  

Opelika.

“In college, I discovered the world as a fascinating 

place,” Nakhjavan said. “We are still global citizens, even 

in Rural Alabama.”

Nakhjavan began cultivating 

her career in fundraising and 

public relations through various 

advancement and alumni relations 

positions for the Emory University 

Annual Fund, the Emory Alumni 

Association, the Center for 

Talented Youth at Johns Hopkins 

University, and the George 

Washington University Annual Fund

After going back to school to obtain a Masters of  Liberal 

Arts with concentrations in 19th-century Romantic Music 

and African-American Literature from John Hopkins 

University in Baltimore, Maryland in 1994, Nakhjavan 

returned home to the Plains where she was named the first 

Director of  Development for Auburn University’s College 

of  Liberal Arts and the Jule Collins Smith Museum of  Fine 

Arts. 

Just as quickly as things began for Nakhjavan, it all 

came to a brief  halt when Nakhjavan’s father, Cal Sr., was 

diagnosed with brain cancer. As the disease progressed, 

ultimately claiming his life, Nakhjavan left her role at 

Auburn University, serving as the chief  executive officer 

of  James and Snell Motors, to lead and help her family 

through the difficult transition. 

According to Nakhjavan, it was the strength of  her own 

family values that was the driving force in her decisions 

during that transition.

NAKHJAVAN

Covid hospitalizations steady at EAMC

Brian Woodham
Editor

The city of Auburn will host a 

virtual meet and greet  on April 15 to 

connect neighborhood leaders with 

Neighborhood Specialist Allison 

Blankenship, who will present some 

of the city's communication goals and 

then look for feedback. 

Blankenship 

took over 

as the city's 

neighborhood 

specialist last 

January and 

started to 

reach out to 

homeowners 

associations right before the 

pandemic hit. 

"I had started making contacts at 

that time with neighborhoods and 

HOAs, and I was planning to go and be 

a part of  some of their events and, of  

course, none of that happened," said 

Blankenship. "I've been able to form 

some connections and contacts, but 

I know that there are still probably 

so many HOA officers and unofficial 

neighborhood groups and residents 

that I have not had the chance to meet 

and engage with."

Blankenship will introduce herself  

and talk about the goals of her 

position, as well as present the city's 

communication goals and the efforts 

she is undertaking this year. 

"Then I'm going to take some time to 

give the floor ... to people who attend 

who want to introduce themselves as 

well, just to kind of help me put some 

faces to names and meet some new 

people," she said. 

Blankenship will also send out a 

survey to meeting participants to get 

feedback and gauge how she can best 

support them going forward. 

"One of the things I'm most excited 

about is just getting to know the 

people that make up each of these 

neighborhoods, which all have 

their own character," she said while 

acknowledging the challenges the 

pandemic has presented in making 

those connections. "In Auburn, people 

come here from all walks of life. 

There's a lot of  retirees here; there's 

a lot of  people who moved here for 

the university. I just feel like we have 

a very diverse community, and I've 

been looking forward to meeting 

people and the people that serve their 
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As the vaccination effort continues 

to ramp up in the community, cases in 

Lee County and hospitalizations at East 

Alabama Medical Center remain relatively 

low and steady. 

As of Monday, 11 patients with Covid-19 

were hospitalized at EAMC and EAMC-

Lanier, roughly the same number of  

patients hospitalized with the disease on 

any given day since late February.

The number of patients recently 

diagnosed with Covid-19 in Lee County 

has remained low as well, with only 222 

new cases in the past 14 days, or less than 

2 percent of the 15,292 cases in the county 

since the pandemic began a year ago. 

While new cases remain low, the number 

of Covid vaccines administered in the area 

continues to grow. Nearly 60,000 vaccine 

doses have been given in Lee County so far, 

with 24,344 people having completed their 

vaccine series. In all, about 26 percent of  

Lee County's 133,571 residents have received 

at least one dose, according to Alabama 

Department of Public Health data. 


