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Covid-19
vaccines
show
promise
Brian Woodham
Editor
The world received some welcome
news this week as Moderna announced
promising results of a preliminary
analysis of its candidate vaccine for
Covid-19.
The analysis, conducted by the
independent Data Safety Monitoring
Board appointed by the National
Institutes of Health, found the
candidate vaccine has an efficacy rate of
94.5 percent. The first interim analysis
of the study of 30,000 participants
looked at 95 cases of patients who
tested positive for Covid-19. Of those, 90
patients received a placebo, while only
five had been given the m-RNA vaccine.
The analysis also indicated that the
vaccine may reduce the severity of
the disease, with no vaccine recipients
included in the 11 severe cases observed
in the study sample.
A part of Operation Warp Speed,
Moderna is expected to soon request
Emergency Use Authorization with
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
and anticipates having about 20 million
doses of the vaccine ready to ship in
the U.S. by the end of 2020, according
to a news release put out by the
biotechnology company.
"This is a pivotal moment in the
development of our Covid-19 vaccine
candidate," said Stéphane Bancel, CEO
of Moderna in a press release. "Since
early January, we have chased this
virus with the intent to protect as many
people around the world as possible.
All along, we have known that each day
matters. This positive interim analysis
from our Phase 3 study has given us the
first clinical validation that our vaccine
can prevent Covid-19 disease, including
severe disease."
On Wednesday, Pfizer and BioNTech
announced it had ended its phase-3
study and that analysis showed its
Covid-19 vaccine candidate has an
efficacy rate of 95 percent with no
serious side effects. The company
expects to submit a request for
emergency approval of the vaccine to
the FDA within days. More information
can be found at www.pfizer.com/news/
press-release/press-release-detail/
pfizer-and-biontech-conclude-phase-3study-covid-19-vaccine.
Both vaccines are expected to be
made available first to front-line
Turn to COVID-19, Page A3
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AuburnBank held a groundbreaking ceremony for its new building downtown on Tuesday

AuburnBank breaks ground
on new building downtown
Brian Woodham
Editor
AuburnBank celebrated the
beginning of its third chapter in its
namesake city on Tuesday afternoon,
hosting a ground-breaking ceremony
for a new building downtown that will
fold its retail banking and operations
under one roof.
The first chapter began in 1907
when Shell Toomer founded the Bank
of Auburn, later renamed Auburn
National Bank and now AuburnBank,
on Toomer's Corner with only $10,000

in a city of roughly 1,500 people. The
second chapter began when the bank
moved to its current location on Gay
Street in 1964.
"As we are rolling into our second
century of service, our commitment
remains the same, helping a community,
a university and its people to grow and
make their dreams come true," said
AuburnBank President Bob Dumas at
the groundbreaking ceremony. "As Mr.
(E.L.) Spencer frequently said, 'If we do
what is right for the community, it will
be good for our bank.' "
The third chapter will see

AuburnBank construct a four-story,
91,000 square-foot-plus building on
the corner of Magnolia Avenue and
Gay Street. In addition to pulling
AuburnBank's retail and banking
operations under one roof, it will feature
additional Class A office space as well
as retail space fronting Gay Street. The
construction of a 535-space parking
deck on the site is already underway.
Construction on the new building is
expected to be completed by the fourth
quarter of 2021.
Turn to AUBURNBANK, Page A3

Six honored with Lamplighter Awards
Brian Woodham
Editor
At the State of the City Address last
week, Auburn Mayor Ron Anders
recognized six community members with
the second-annual Mayor's Lamplighter
Awards, which honor those who make a
large impact in the community.
Anders began the presentation
ceremony by recalling an anecdote of
author Robert Louis Stevenson as the
inspiration for naming the Lamplighter
Awards.
"(Stevenson) was watching the
lamplighter quietly go through his
community and light the lamps so people
could safely walk at night," Anders said.
"Tonight, we will recognize six people
who quietly light the lamps for our city
here in Auburn."
The six recipients of this year's
Lamplighter Awards are Katie Basden,
Colleen Jennings, Dr. Fred Kam, Odalys
Silvera, Charles Smith and Karen Turner.
Anders said Basden, a former
cheerleader at Auburn University, is
a "relentless servant" and highlighted
her work helping found the Eagles
Foundation, which raises funds to provide
scholarships and support for Auburn
University students.

INDEX
Opinion.................................A2
Community...........................A4

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Lamplighter Awards recognized, from left, Katie Basden, Collen Jennings,
Dr. Fred Kam, Charles Smith, Odalys Silvera and Karen Turner
"Every new venture needs support,
and this Lamplighter has cheered for
all things Auburn all of her life," said
Anders.
If you have walked through downtown
Auburn over the last decade, odds are you
have seen Jennings, who, in 2006, took
over the care of the city's hanging flower
baskets, which now number 35.
"This task is every day, all year.
During the summer months, she waters
each basket twice a day — 35 baskets,
two times a day, every day. Have you
seen her dragging her water container
around town, often on a ladder, sweating
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profusely, but always determined to take
care of Auburn's baskets," said Anders.
"Her attitude could be summed up in this
quote, 'I do occasionally have a lizard leap
out of the baskets. When one lands on me,
I'll be screaming. Other than that, it's a
day in the sunshine.'
"Isn't it a warm feeling to know that the
caretaker of our baskets thinks that this
is just a day in the sunshine?"
Anders also honored Auburn
University Medical Clinic Director
Dr. Fred Kam, and noted the words
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