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Editor

A significant amendment passed by the City Council 

at Tuesday night's meeting has triggered a pause in 

passing short-term rental regulations in Auburn until 

March. 

The amendment brought by Councilwoman Beth 

Witten would permit homestays in Auburn's traditional 

single-family neighborhoods, including Neighborhood 

Conservation, Limited Development, Development 

District Housing and Large Lot Residential districts. 

The Council approved the amendment by a 5-3 vote, 

with Councilmen Bob Parsons, Kelley Griswold and 

Tommy Dawson voting no and Councilman Steven 

Dixon recusing himself because he uses his residence as 

a short-term rental. 

The amendment was significant enough to require 

the city to re-advertise the proposed ordinance before 

moving forward.

"This is a substantive change, and it was not 

advertised, so the public has not been given notice of this 

particular ordinance," said City Attorney Rick Davidson.

The Council will consider the amended ordinance 

at its March 16 meeting. In effect, the amendment will 
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Two residence halls in one of  

Auburn University’s on-campus 

living communities will soon bear the 

name of two Black women considered 

“trailblazers” at the University.

The re-naming of the two co-ed 

residential halls in the Village community 

off Wire Road was announced during the 

Auburn Board of Trustees meeting on Feb. 

5. Eagle Hall will be renamed in honor of  

Josetta Brittain Matthews and Tiger Hall 

will be renamed in honor of Bessie Mae 

Holloway. According to members of the 

Board, both women have a distinguished 

legacy at Auburn.

One hundred and ten years after Auburn 

University was founded as East Alabama 

Male College in 1856, Matthews became 

the first Black student to graduate from 

Auburn, earning a master’s degree in 1966 

and a doctorate in 1975, both in education. 

Prior to attending Auburn, Matthews 

received her undergraduate degree in 

French and political science from Indiana 

University. 
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Amendment prompts pause on short-term rental regs

Brian Woodham
Editor

Just over a month removed from 

reaching its highest peak of patients 

hospitalized at one time during the 

pandemic, East Alabama Medical 

Center reported this week that 

hospitalizations fell to the lowest total 

since early December. 

As of Tuesday, 43 patients were 

hospitalized at EAMC and EAMC-

Lanier with Covid-19, matching the 

number from Dec. 5. On Jan. 13, 

hospitalizations reached a pandemic 

peak of 92. Eight patients are currently 

on ventilators. 

"It's nice to be just under half of  

where we were a month ago," said 

John Atkinson, EAMC spokesman. 

"We're definitely trending in the right 

direction now." 

The vaccination process is also 

slowly moving in the right direction, 

with EAMC's Community Vaccine 

Clinic ramping up its efforts. The clinic 

administered 1,200 vaccine injections 

on Monday, more than its goal of  

1,000 a day. Since Dec. 15, EAMC has 

administered more than 25,000 vaccine 

doses, with almost 17,000 people 

receiving a first dose and about 7,300 

receiving both doses. 

Residents who meet eligibility 

requirements can sign up for a vaccine 

appointment at the EAMC Community 

Vaccine Clinic, which is located across 

from the Auburn Mall in the Market 

Square Shopping Center, by going 

to  https://eastalcovidvaccine.com/

login. EAMC is scheduling vaccine 

appointments using a five-day "rolling" 

registration window, with new 

appointment times becoming available 

at 8 a.m. every morning. 

The Alabama Department of  

Public Health is also holding vaccine 

clinics from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on 

Wednesdays and Thursdays at the Lee 

County Health Department located 

at 1801 Corporate Drive in Opelika. 
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Tourney time!
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Auburn senior Noah Warren drives to the basket in the Tigers 85-57 win over Smiths Station last Saturday

The Auburn High boys basketball 
team will try to make a run to 
the state title game starting on 
Friday when it hosts Murphy in 
the opening round of the Class 7A 
State Basketball Tournament. 

The Tigers come into the playoffs 
with a 18-3 overall record and 
their second-straight area title.
To read more about the Tigers' 
showdown at home against 
Murphy, go to Page A8.  

Youth to take center stage at AACT
Sydney Sims
Staff Writer

The Auburn Area Community Theatre is opening its doors 

to members of the community this month for a magical parody 

presented by some of Auburn’s youngest thespians. 

Entering the spring session of the 2021 “Still Standing” Line-

up, the Young Performers group will bring the story of young 

Sally Cotter and power of dreams to life in their upcoming 

performances of "Sally Cotter and the Censored Stone."

For Brantley Waller, director of the play and a senior majoring 

in Theatre, Visual Media and Spanish at Auburn University, 

finding the time to lead this year’s youth play at AACT started 

over a year ago during her time as an assistant director for 

AACT's "High School Musical Jr." production. 

“At AACT, it's tradition for the assistant director of the teen 

play that year to become the director for the next year,” Waller 

said. “Last year, I worked under Bailey Murphy.” 

It was during this time as an assistant director that Waller 

began cultivating relationships with last year’s cast and 

researching plays for her own production the next spring. 

Relying on the teens’ ubiquitous love for Harry Potter, Waller 

saaid that is when she realized the perfect play was in front of her 

the entire time. 

“Working with the kids last year, I realized they loved Harry 

Potter and I was researching different play scripts that I thought 

would work in the parameters of what this group could pull off,” 

Waller said. “When I found the script for Sally Cotter, I saw it 

was a parody for Harry Potter and it was sort of perfect because 

I knew the kids loved Harry Potter and it allowed for a really big 

cast.

“It had the right cast size, it was the right amount of time, the 

energy was perfect and it had a subject material that I knew my 

kids would enjoy doing.”

And so the decision was made, for her first major play 

production, Waller would lead her cast down the funny and 


