
Matthew Johnson
Reporter

As Covid-19 restrictions ease, many 

restaurants are looking to reopen their 

seating area for the first time in weeks. 

While the return of  dining-in is a 

beacon of  hope, the return does not 

come without caution and the ever-

present feeling of  the unknown. 

Matt Poirier, owner of  the Hound, 

the Depot, and Sneak and Dawdle, 

refrained from immediately opening 

his restaurant, choosing to err on the 

side of  caution. 

Instead he, like several other 

restaurant owners, opted to wait some 

time in order to adjust the restaurant 

and give his employees some time to 

train. 

“We are in the process of  putting 

together training materials, we are 

changing our menu, for a projected 

second week of  June opening for all the 

businesses,” said Poirier.

Sarah Gill, owner of  Mama Mocha’s 

Coffee Emporium, has also kept her 
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Council OKs downtown hotel project
Brian Woodham
Editor

The Auburn City Council gave conditional use 

approval at its virtual meeting Tuesday night for an up-

scale hotel planned for downtown on the corner of West 

Magnolia Avenue and Wright Street, where Anders 

Bookstore currently resides.

The council unanimously approved the conditional 

use for a hotel. Auburn Mayor Ron Anders, who is a 

registered member of Anders Enterprises LLC, which 

currently owns the properties, recused himself from the 

meeting when the item came up on the agenda.

"This agenda item concerns a piece of property that 

my family owns, so out of an abundance of caution I'm 

completely removing myself from the discussion and 

the vote on this item," he said. "In full transparency, I 

want to let you know that I haven't spoken to the council 

about this item other than to confirm that Mayor Pro 

Tem (Beth Witten) would run the rest of the meeting for 

me."

The council's approval came after a lengthy public 

hearing and discussion by City Council members. 

Tim Ryan, chief investment officer for Graduate 

Hotels, kicked off the virtual public hearing by providing 

more details about the project and addressing concerns 

raised about parking and traffic that were brought by 

others at the Planning Commission meeting last week 

and again on Tuesday at the City Council meeting. 

The project would bring a 177-room Graduate Hotel to 

downtown Auburn, and would include a 6,250-square-

Local owners 
concerned 
about safety, 
harassment 
of employees

DR. RICARDO MALDONADO

Covid-19 cases 
holding steady 
at EAMC
Brian Woodham
Editor

The number of  hospitalized patients 

testing positive for Covid-19 at East 

Alabama Medical Center has held 

relatively steady over the last week as 

Alabama citizens slowly emerge from 

their homes and venture out after state 

health order restrictions were partly 

lifted. 

As of  Tuesday evening, 24 patients 

testing positive for Covid-19, 

the disease caused by the novel 

coronavirus, were hospitalized at 

EAMC, with another five cases 

pending. The number of  Covid-19 

patients on a ventilator sits at two, the 

lowest number since March.

"It was a little over five weeks ago is 

when we peaked to almost 70 patients, 

in-patient, and probably 22 or 23 on 

the ventilator at some point," said 

Dr. Ricardo Maldonado, infectious 

disease expert at EAMC. "Obviously, 

we're planning on catching a little 

bit of  a break right now and trying 

to see what's in the near future. And 

obviously, we expect some other waves, 

probably the first one should be coming 

soon after they lift some restrictions."

As of  Wednesday morning, the 

ACS superintendent reflects 
on Covid-19 experience
Brian Woodham
Editor

Editor's Note: The following are 

answers given through email by 

Auburn City Schools Superintendent 

Cristen Herring, who provides 

reflections on dealing with the Covid-19 

pandemic and looks toward to the 

future.

Auburn Villager:  Overall, how 

do you think the transition to virtual 

learning went for Auburn City Schools?  

What have you heard from teachers, 

parents and students about the 

experience?

Cristen Herring: Being fortunate 

to live in a community in which 

parents and families already 

communicated easily with schools 

and teachers, Auburn City Schools 

quickly created ways to connect with 

our students remotely.  For students in 

grades 7-12, the Schoology platform (a 

learning management system already 

in use) proved most effective and 

efficient.  For elementary students, 

Seesaw was effective for some.  

Recorded lessons, virtual meetings, 

and paper learning packets are 

examples of  the diverse opportunities 

provided to students in their time away 

from the classroom.  For many, the 

independence and self-directed style of  

learning was successful, but for others 

the separation from the structure of  

school was certainly an obstacle.

 

AV. What where the biggest 

challenges to shifting mid-semester 

from in-school instruction to remote 

Private dorm moratorium extended
Brian Woodham
Editor

The Auburn City Council approved 

the extension of  a moratorium on the 

construction of  new private dormitories 

and academic detached dwelling units in 

the city at its meeting on Tuesday night. 

The 90-day extension of  the ordinance, 

which would have expired on May 27, 

carries the moratorium until Aug. 25, 

unless it is terminated by council action 

beforehand. 

The council approved the original 

moratorium in February to give city staff 

a window to craft recommended changes 

to city code to better manage the stock 

of  student-housing in the city, which 

currently sits at roughly 36,000 beds, some 

of  which are currently under construction. 

City staff has indicated that it is ready 

to propose recommendations, but an 

extension of  the moratorium is needed 

to give an opportunity for the changes 

to be vetted by the council and Planning 

Commission, as well as for the public to 

weigh in, which was not possible during 

the restrictions placed on gatherings 

during the Covid-19 Shelter at Home 

restrictions. 

Experts, city 
react to mental 
health effects 
of pandemic

BRIAN WOODHAM/THE VILLAGER

Mama Mocha's Coffee Emporium installed a Plexiglas shield as one of its 
safety measures instituted in response to the Covid-19 pandemic

Matthew Johnson
Reporter

As many businesses begin to 

reopen throughout the state, the 

lingering effects of  the Covid-19 

pandemic may become more evident. 

While many may think about the 

physical effects, such as wearing 

masks or how the economy will 

fluctuate, there is a psychological 

effect that many health officials are 

beginning to notice. 

Nadia Bhuiyan is an assistant 

clinical professor of  psychology and 

director of  the Auburn University 

Psychology Services Clinic, or 


