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At its meeting Tuesday night, the 

Auburn City Schools Board of Education 

recognized and honored several groups 

in the community, including Matt Cimo, 

who was inducted into the 2021 Alabama 

Baseball Coaches Association Hall of  

Fame; Fabiona Sanchez, Auburn High 

School; Erin Clarkson, Auburn Junior 

High School, who won the 2021 Girls 

Wrestling State Championship; 584 ACS 

entries at the State Superintendent's Art 

Show; 56 ACS students who have been 

selected to be apart of  the All-State, All 

State Alternate and All District Bands; and 

Scott Goolsby, who was named AHSAA 7A 

Assistant Coach of the Year.  

Another recognition will soon turn into 

support as a fourth-grader from Ogletree 

Elementary prepares to represent Auburn 

City Schools at the State Spelling Bee. 

After 20 rounds against 19 contestants 

that lasted nearly three hours, Peter Seok 

was declared the winner of the 2021 Lee 

County Spelling Bee with the winning 

word “calzone.” Seok will be one of many 
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As the vaccination effort ramps up across the 

country, state and locally in Lee County, East Alabama 

Medical Center stressed the importance of following its 

guidelines for the Community Vaccine Clinic on Opelika 

Road. 

EAMC asked people scheduled to receive a vaccine at 

the clinic to wait in their vehicles until 10 minutes before 

their appointment time. 

"With us now vaccinating about 1,000 people a day, 

we have 33 people scheduled every 15 minutes," said 

John Atkinson, EAMC spokesman. "It’s like a well-oiled 

machine; it runs on things being consistent. When people 

arrive too early, the registration area gets backed up and 

it has a trickle effect on the rest of the clinic.

"From start to finish, a person’s vaccination experience 

at our clinic should be about 25 minutes total — five 

minutes registering, five minutes at a vaccination 

table and then 15 minutes of monitoring. This is one 

healthcare setting where there is no waiting room."

EAMC, which has administered nearly 17,000 doses 

of vaccine since Dec. 15, said the following groups are 

currently eligible to register for an appointment at the 

community clinic: 
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A plaza commemorating the legacy of Black Greek 

organizations and African-American culture at Auburn 

University will be erected in 2022 in front of the new Academic 

Classroom and Laboratory Complex at Auburn University.

Back in July 2020, the Auburn University Board of Trustees 

voted in support of the creation and naming of the National 

Panhellenic Council Legacy Plaza. The plaza will be a symbolic 

and functional space that will include one marker for each of the 

nine Black Greek organizations that make up the NPHC and one 

central marker that will explain the plaza’s representation while 

recognizing the project’s donors.

Auburn’s National Panhellenic organization was founded in 

1998 by the men and women of Greek Organizations represented 

on Auburn’s campus: the Sigma Delta Chapter of Omega Psi 

Phi Fraternity Inc., Kappa Upsilon Chapter of Delta Sigma 

Theta Sorority Inc., Theta Delta chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi 

Fraternity Inc. , Kappa Chi Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority Inc., Kappa Zeta Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity 

Inc., Gamma Xi Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. , Omicron 

Kappa Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., Omicron 

Iota Chapter of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Inc., and the 

Auburn Colony of Iota Phi Theta Fraternity Inc. According 

to their website, The Auburn NPHC strives to unite affiliated 

men and women at Auburn University through collaborative 

programming, educational initiatives, forums, and lasting 

friendships.  

In a press release from the Office of Communications and 

Marketing in 2020,  Bobby Woodard, senior vice president of  

Student Affairs, stated that the plaza will celebrate the past, 

present and future of Black Greek organizations at Auburn. 

Madison Riggins, who served NPHC as vice president in 2018 
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Adam Winegarden coaches from the sideline at the state championship game

Auburn High will be looking for 
a new leader to direct its football 
program after Adam Winegarden 
accepted the head coaching job at 
Tuscaloosa County High this week. 
Winegarden served as head coach 

of Auburn High for six seasons, 
during which time the Tigers 
amassed a 56-19 overall record and 
finished as runners-up in the Class 
7A State Championship game in 
2020. For more, see Page A9. 

Council to 
consider 
short-term 
rental regs
Brian Woodham
Editor

At its virtual meeting on Tuesday, 

the Auburn City Council will take its 

first stab at passing regulations for 

short-term rentals in the city. 

The resolution under consideration, 

which was recommended for approval 

by the Planning Commission on a 7-2 

vote last month, has been years in the 

making, with a working group of city 

staff starting the discussion of the topic 

in the fall of 2017. 

Since then, the city has undertaken 

a number of efforts, including the 

creation of a Short-term Rental Task 

Force that held three public work 

sessions in 2019 before landing on a 

list of recommendations that October. 

The Planning Commission also held 

multiple work sessions over the past 

year, with the last coming in October.

Late last month, the Planning 

Commission landed on a two-tiered 

approach to regulating short-term 

rentals in Auburn — classifying the 

use as either a short-term non-primary 

rental or as a homestay. 

Under the current proposed 

regulations, both uses would be 

permitted in the same zones — those 

that allow more than two unrelated 

people to live under the same roof. 

The zones that allow up to five 

unrelated occupants where STNPRs 

and homestays would be permitted 

include the Urban Core, Urban 

Neighborhoods East, West and South; 

Comprehensive Development District; 

Redevelopment District; Medium 

Density Residential District; Rural 

District; Corridor Redevelopment 

Districts East, Suburban, Urban and 

West (east of North Donahue Drive); 

and Neighborhood Redevelopment 

District east of North Donahue. 

Neither STNPRs or homestays 

Legacy Plaza in the works at AU

Board recognizes spelling bee winner


