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The Auburn City Council approved a 

resolution that will provide funding for a 

renovation and addition project at the Jan 

Dempsey Community Arts Center at its 

regular meeting on Tuesday evening. 

The project, which doesn't have a 

definite start date at this time, is expected 

to cost roughly $4.66 million. The city 

accepted the bid of  W.W. Compton 

Contractor, LLC.

The project will include a partial 

renovation of  the existing 10,600 square-foot 

building, which will bring the facility into 

compliance with all ADA regulations, as 

well as reconfigure the offices and storage 

areas, according to meeting materials. The 

addition will include a 10,000-square-foot 

facility attached to the existing building. It 

will house a multi-purpose room, a dance 

studio, a ceramics studio and clay storage.

The city doesn't currently have a 

time line for the project, according to 

Engineering Services Director Alison 
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Before the football team moves in 

and it closes to the general public, the 

Woltosz Football Performance Center 

will open its doors for a final round of  

tours on Friday. 

Public tours of  the new, roughly $92 

million, 233,400-square-foot football-only 

facility will take place Friday from 4 to 6 

p.m. 

The performance center is named 

in honor of  Walt and Ginger Woltosz, 

who gave, at that time, the largest gift 

in Auburn Athletics history to fund the 

project. 

The football performance center has 

all the bells and whistles. It features 

a 25,000-square-foot football training 

space for lifting weights and three 

inclined running ramps, among other 

amenities. It's named the Creel Family 

Player Development Lab in honor of  

Keith and Ginger Creel, who gifted 

funds toward the project. 

Even the lighting in the weight room 

is state-of-the-art. It's made to look 

like eagles in flight, with additional 

theatrical lighting that can focus on 

a single weight rack during max-rep 

days for dramatic effect, according to a 

informational sheet given to media. 

The performance center also features 
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Lifelong Auburn native Bob Dumas 

will soon turn over the reins to the next 

generation as he has announced his 

decision to retire as president and CEO 

of  Auburn National Bancorporation 

Inc. and AuburnBank at the end of  the 

year. 

The retirement of  Dumas, who 

has served as president and CEO of  

AuburnBank since 2001 and of  Auburn 

National Bancorporation since 2017, 

will take effect on Dec. 31. He will 

be succeeded in those positions by 

David Hedges, who currently serves 

as executive vice president and chief  

financial officer. Dumas will continue 

to serve as chairman of  the board of  

directors and a director of  the holding 

company and the bank, in addition 

to serving on the Auburn University 

Board of  Trustees.

"I'm certainly thankful and feel 

blessed," said Dumas. "It's just been 

a privilege and an honor to be on this 

AuburnBank team and family."

Dumas, now 69 years old, is a lifelong 

Auburn resident. His parents married 

and settled in Auburn after his father 

returned home from World War II, 

finished his master's degree and was 

hired on as a professor in agricultural 

engineering at Auburn University. 

Dumas, who was born in 1953, saw 

firsthand how Auburn turned from 

a small college town into the state of  

Alabama's seventh largest city. Before 

experiencing that change, he was your 

typical kid, playing multiple youth 

sports growing up. 

"We were playing whatever sport it 

was that was in season, and enjoying 

that and riding our bikes over at 

Beasley's Pasture and Felton Little, and 

really loved all sports," he said. 

Dumas played football and basketball 

at Auburn High, where he also excelled 

on the links as part of  the Tigers' golf  

team, winning state individual golf  

titles in 1969 and 1970. After graduating 

in 1972, Dumas continued his golf  

career at Auburn University, where 

he was named All-SEC and served 

as the captain of  Auburn's first SEC 

Championship team in 1976.

"I had some early success with golf, 
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Bob Dumas will retire from his positions as CEO and president of AuburnBank at the end of the year
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The weight room in the new Woltosz Football Performance Center

Council OKs funds for arts center


