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The food scene in Auburn 

got a major hat tip at 

the recent 2021 Stars of  

the Industry Awards in 

Birmingham, with three local 

hospitality professionals 

taking home awards. 

The Depot's Scott Simpson 

and Heather Tuten took home 

awards for Chef  of  the Year 

and Restaurant Manager of  

the Year, respectively. Kelley 

Land, of  Ariccia Cucina 

Italiana, won from Front of  

House Restaurant Employee 

of  the Year. 

It's been a banner year 

for Simpson, co-owner 

and executive chef  of  the 

Depot, who was crowned the 

champion of  the 2021 Alabama 

Seafood Cook-Off in June. 

Adding the Chef  of  the Year 

award is very humbling, he 

said. 

"We work hard to make 

sure that the guests get an 

experience that is notable, that 

they're going to share with 

everybody," he said. "We strive 

to get the applause on the 

dishes and the experience that 

we do here, so that's something 

we're ambitious about.

"There's so many people that 

are deserving and so many 

dishes that are deserving and 

chefs and managers that we 

know of  that put their heart 

and soul into the work as well, 

so it means so much."

Both Simpson and Tuten 

said that it meant a lot that 

they not only won the awards 

during a time when the 

hospitality industry is still 

climbing out of  the pandemic 

and its effects, but that they 

were nominated by their peers 

for the awards.

"These last two years have 

been very interesting and very 

hard," said Tuten, a native 

of  north Alabama who got 

her start in the restaurant 

industry at Mellow Mushroom 

before joining the staff at The 

Hound and then shifting to 

The Depot to help get the new 

restaurant off the ground in 

2015. "For me, it's huge to be 

recognized for the work but 

at the same time, it's like I'm 

very proud of  what I've done 

and I'm super proud of  being 

nominated and getting the 

award, but I'm just doing my 

job."

The Stars of  the Industry 

Awards are peer-nominated, 

and winners are chosen 
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Glen Gulledge, owner of Byron's Smokehouse, tends the grill early on a recent morning

Lamplighter Awards

Gulledge carries on a family tradition 
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The Auburn women's golf team presents Glen Gulledge with a plaque earlier 
this month

Glen Gulledge, owner 

of Byron's Smokehouse, 

was one of six recipients 

of the Mayor's Auburn 

Lamplighter Awards

Depot's Simpson, Tuten take home top awards
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The Depot's Scott Simpson and Heather Tuten pose in front of their awards

Auburn 
brings in 
record haul 
for Beat 
Bama Food 
Drive
Brian Woodham
Editor

While the winner of the annual 

Iron Bowl showdown still hangs in the 

balance, Auburn took home a different 

title of sorts last week after bringing in a 

huge haul for the Beat Bama Food Drive. 

Auburn University students have 

spearheaded the effort to bring in 

donations to the Food Bank of East 

Alabama to help in the fight against food 

insecurity. 

"It's not something that presents itself  

like poverty or homelessness," said Jack 

Wray, president of the Beat Bama Food 

Drive. "You can't really tell if  someone's 

food insecure. You would never know 

just looking at someone, and I think we 

need to bring more attention to that."

The Beat Bama Food Drive does just 

that, as well as foster some healthy 

competition between the two rivals 

heading into Iron Bowl week.

"I think it definitely adds fire to it," 

said Wray, an Atlanta native who has 

worked with Beat Bama Food Drive 

for four years and seen the positive 

impact it can make. "We like to say that 

this competition is really the first step 

between Auburn and Alabama. We like 

to beat them off the field before we can 

beat them on the field."

A handful of Auburn students leapt 

in excitement last week when they 

unveiled that the Beat Bama Food Drive 

had netted 352,389 pounds of food, a 

record haul in donations for any drive 

at the Food Bank of East Alabama. 
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Well before daybreak on a recent 

Wednesday morning, Glen Gulledge 

undertook an almost daily ritual 

— stoking the fire outside Byron's 

Smokehouse before going inside to tend to 

the slabs of meat and links of sausage that 

would fill plates and bellies throughout the 

day. 

Gulledge helped open Byron's 


