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A crowd of onlookers holding 

champagne flutes toasted, and the final 

beam was hoisted to top off the Tony and 

Libba Rane Culinary Science Center in a 

ceremony last Friday, a milestone in the 

construction of a center that is expected 

to make a large impact on Auburn 

University, the Auburn community, the 

state of Alabama and the hospitality 

industry, in general.

Accompanied by many in his extended 

family, the lead donor and Board of  

Trustees member Jimmy Rane said he 

was inspired to make his $12 million 

donation for the project, in part, because 

of his father, Tony, the son of an 

immigrant from Sicily who was in the 

restaurant and hospitality business. 

“He loved cooking and entertaining 

and hospitality,” said Rane. “He 

expressed himself  through his cooking 

and his food.”

Rane added that he was further 

inspired by idea of contributing to the 

culinary science center by Hans van 

der Reijden, managing director of The 

Hotel at Auburn University and Dixon 

Conference Center, who joined Martin 

O’Neill, head of the Department of  

Nutrition at Auburn, to benchmark other 

culinary programs.

“Hans had a vision, and he was so 

passionate about it, and he reminded me 

Madasyn Lee
Associate Editor

Carl Brown once rifled through a 

dumpster filled with dozens of trash 

bags to find a ring that a student had 

accidentally thrown away. 

As luck would have it, the ring was in the 

very first bag he searched through. But he 

would have gone through them all until he 

found it.

“I went through the bag and found the 

ring and gave it to her, and she was so 

happy,” said Brown, a custodian at Auburn 

Early Education Center. “And that just 

made my day, too.”

Brown has been with Auburn City 

Schools since 1991, starting as a bus 

driver before becoming a custodian at the 

elementary school in 1993. He likes the job 

so much he’s never left.

“I enjoy being with the kids and being 

around the kids,” said Brown, 54. “That has 

a lot to do with it.”

Brown is responsible for cleaning and 

sanitizing the school and making sure it’s 

ready and welcoming for the upcoming 

school day.

He gets to the school at about 6 a.m., 

unlocks the doors and turns on the lights. 

He cleans the bathrooms, empties 

the garbage cans and replenishes any 

dwindling supplies — behind the scenes 

tasks that help contribute to the success of  

the school and keep it running smoothly.

“If I’m not here and most of the doors are 

not open and stuff, it’ll make the day a little 

different for some people,” Brown said. “I 

think it makes people feel better, and makes 

people feel more safe and secure when they 

come (into) the building.”

Brown likes working around children 

because they’re friendly and provide you 

with unconditional love.

He greets students with a smile and a 

“Good morning!” and in return they give 

him high-fives, fist bumps and hugs. 

Some have even helped him take out the 

garbage.

“If I can make a kid happy or make a kid 

smile or make a kid’s day, I’m all in with 

that,” Brown said.

Principal Matt Bruner said Brown is a 

good worker who takes a vested interest in 

people. Though he’s a quiet man, he will 

go out of his way to ask people how they’re 

doing.

“People are very comfortable with 

Mr. Carl, feel very proud to call him their 

friend,” Bruner said.
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Smiles filled the dais at Tuesday’s regular meeting, as 

the City Council approved a development agreement that 

will bring a Buc-ee’s to Auburn and spark development of  

Exit 50 off of Interstate 85.

“I love this town,” said Stan Beard, director of real 

estate for the Texas-based company. “I just wanted to tell 

you how excited we are to be in Auburn. This is going to 

be your Buc-ee’s.”

The City Council unanimously approved the agreement 

between the city and Buc-ee’s Auburn LLC to bring the 

popular gas station/convenience store to Auburn. 

“We’re proud to have you here,” said Auburn Mayor 

Ron Anders to Beard. “We’re very excited about the 

potential of Buc-ee’s being in our community.”

According to the agreement, the city will remit portions 

of certain sales, use and fuel taxes to Buc-ee’s for a 

period of up to 25 years for the company investing about 

$45 million to build its fourth location in Alabama and 

creating at least 175 jobs in the community, among other 
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Members of Auburn’s Downtown Design 

Review Committee were unimpressed by the 

initial plan for a mixed-use development at 

129 N. College St.

The plan centers on a seven-story building 

that includes a 19,000 square-foot retail store 

on the ground level facing North College 

Street, and parking areas and apartments on 

the floors above it.

“This is probably the most significant, 

prominent site in development in Auburn 

in the last 20 years,” committee member 

David Hinson said during a meeting 

with the project’s development team last 

week. “If this is not done with the level of  

design attention and articulation that the 

community expects, we’ll all never hear the 

end of it.

“It’s really important that we get your 

A-Game relative to this facade and I just don’t 

think we have it here.” 

The May 12 meeting was the first time 

DDRC members met with the development 

team to review the project, which is being 

developed by Athens, Ga.-based JNS Realty, 
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Construction workers with Bailey Harris prepare the last beam to be hoisted for the Tony and Libba Rane Culinary 
Science Center, pictured in the background, at a Topping Off ceremony last Friday as attendees look on

Auburn 
‘tops off’ 
Culinary 
Science 
Center
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Carl Brown will be celebrated during a pep rally today. He is celebrating 30 
years of service with Auburn City Schools


