
Brian Woodham
Editor

In a moving private ceremony at 

turns somber and hopeful, staff at 

East Alabama Medical Center and city 

leaders shared their stories of despair, 

reliance on faith and perseverance while 

remembering those lost to Covid-19 in the 

community over the past year. 

After a rendition of Amazing Grace, an 

opening prayer and scripture readings, 

Laura Grill, president and CEO of EAMC, 

lamented the lives lost at the hospital to 

Covid-19 during the pandemic. 

"They lost their battle with Covid-19, 

and each life touched us all," she said, 

while trying to hold back tears. "We also 

want to honor and remember those 1,069 

patients who beat their battle with Covid 

who were admitted and were discharged 

home."

Grill noted that EAMC and EAMC-

Lanier provided care for over 1,600 

patients in the community with Covid-19 

over the course of the pandemic. 

"Especially, I want to honor our 

amazing staff and our physicians who 

so very lovingly and compassionately 

rendered care to their patients, their 

families and to one another while battling 

this devastating virus," she said. "We pray 

for guidance; we pray for strength for our 

staff and our physicians."

Grill also thanked the community 

and its leaders for their outpouring 

of support, which she said was such a 

blessing. 

Courtney Sutton, an ICU nurse at 

EAMC, invoked her faith and trust in God 

for helping her and others to weather the 

dark times of the pandemic and cope with 

so much suffering and loss of life.

"This year alone out of 344 admissions, 

we had 134 patient deaths in the ICU and 

most related to Covid," she said. "And in 

this year, death and dying has not looked 

like it ever has before. This is where it gets 

harder. As a nurse in the ICU, we train to 
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Staff Writer

Looking for a way to enjoy the start 

of  spring? The city of  Auburn has a 

family friendly event that showcases the 

blooming floral of  the Loveliest Village on 

the Plains.

Sponsored by the Auburn 

Beautification Council, Auburn-Opelika 

Tourism Bureau and the city of  Auburn, 

the 2021 Auburn Floral Trail is a self-

guided trail that showcases some of  

Auburn’s finest flowers and foliage in 

bloom. Available to the public until April 

16, the trail features blooming flowers 

such as azaleas and blooming trees such 

as pear, cherry and plum trees. 

 According to its website, the Auburn 

Beautification Council is a nonprofit, 

volunteer organization designed to assist 

with fostering and promoting the best 

interests of  the residents of  the city of  

Auburn and its environs so that it is a 

cleaner, healthier, safer and beautiful 

place to live, work and visit. 

Daniel Ballard, division manager of  

Landscape and Sustainability for the city 
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EAMC doctors, nurses, administrators and city and civic leaders gather outside the hospital last week to reflect on the 
past year and remember those lost in the community to Covid-19

Floral Trail runs through April 16

City Council 
returning 
to in-person 
meetings on 
Tuesday
Sydney Sims
Staff Writer

The Auburn City Council 

will resume in-person meetings 

beginning Tuesday with its 

regularly-scheduled meeting, three 

days before Gov. Kay Ivey’s Safer at 

Home order and mask mandate are 

set to expire. 

The city’s decision to resume in-

person meetings comes after Ivey 

announced in early March that 

the enforcement of  masks will no 

longer be a “government mandate.” 

David Dorton, director of  Public 

Affairs for the city of  Auburn, said 

that the city is prepared and ready 

to host meetings in-person. 

“As far as the room, we are still 

under mask and social distancing,” 

he said. ‘We’ll have the room ready 

for that.

“We’ve got chairs marked off 

to provide for social distances 

between people and Plexiglas 

dividers between people.”

Dorton expects that Ivey will 

look at April Covid numbers before 

calling off the mandate on April 9. 

“We have to see what everything 

looks like leading up to the 9th 

to determine future mandates 

and requirements for council 

meetings,” Dorton said. “The 

ability to have Zoom meetings was 

tied to the emergency order and, 

unless something changes, that 

expires in May.

“If  something happens or 

numbers rise, they still have 

the ability to meet until that 

emergency order expires.”

Mayor Ron Anders said he 

believes council members equally 

join him in excitement to meet 

back in person after a year away 

from the chambers. The April 

6 meeting will be the first City 

Council meeting held in the new 

council chambers, located off 

North Ross Street.

“I believe the majority of  the 

council is excited about having in-

person meetings again,” Anders 

said. ‘There is so much value to a 

person talking to you in person. 

You just don't get that through an 

electronic meeting.

“The facial expressions, the body 

A time to remember, heal, hope
East Alabama Medical Center held a ceremony last week to remember 

those lost during the Covid-19 pandemic and reflect on the past year

Covid hospitalizations at EAMC 'relatively low'
Brian Woodham
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Hospitalizations of  patients with 

Covid-19 at East Alabama Medical 

Center and new cases in Lee County 

remain relatively low, as the vaccination 

effort continues in the area amid fears 

nationally that another surge could be 

right around the corner. 

As of  Monday, 11 patients were 

hospitalized with Covid-19 at EAMC 

and EAMC-Lanier, a slight uptick after 

hospitalizations fell to six last Friday. 

The number of  hospitalizations has 

stayed steady over the past few weeks, 

though.

"We appreciate everyone's support 

to keep it that way," said a news release 

from EAMC. "Between vaccinations and 

people better understanding how to keep 

themselves safe, we're encouraged that 

2021 will continue to outperform 2020."

EAMC has administered more than 

62,000 doses of  vaccine as of  last week. 

While vaccines have become available at 

more pharmacies and other businesses, 

like Walmart and Sam's Club, in the 

area, EAMC scaled back its operation at 

the Community Vaccine Clinic, which 

is now open Monday through Thursday. 

Those eligible who want to register 

for a vaccination at the clinic can self-

schedule at www.eastALcovidvaccine.

com. EAMC noted that the site operates 

best on Google Chrome or Firefox. 

Multiple people this reporter has spoken 

to who use the Safari web browser 

expressed frustration that no available 

time slots showed up when they tried to 

sign up using their smartphones. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention released a real-world study 
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