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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Recognition to honor 
Dr. Susan Myers, retiring 
superintendent of schools, 
for her years of service to 
the district tops the agen-
da for the upcoming meet-
ing for USD 409 Board of Educa-
tion.

Board members plan to gath-
er at 7 p.m. Monday to conduct 
their regular business in the 
community room at the board 
office, 626 Commercial St. The 
meeting also marks the last one 
that Myers will attend as the dis-
trict leader. Her retirement be-
comes effective Sunday, June 30, 

after 12 years of service 
to the district.

School safety matters 
are among the topics 
slated to come before the 
board during the meeting. 
Board members plan to 
hear an update concern-
ing the school resource 

officer program from outgoing 
Atchison High School Principal 
Bryon Hanson and 409’s current 
SRO Katie Brown.

Atchison Police Chief Mike 
Wilson will offer a report about 
school safety. Board members ex-
pect to discuss the school safety 
initiative and recommendations 
further before they take any ac-
tion on the matter.

After board members hear Wil-
son’s report, they expect to hear 
public comments slated about 
7:30 p.m., according to the meet-
ing agenda. Comment time limits 
are at the discretion of the board 
president, and are limited to is-
sues, and should not be stated in 
a personal manner.

Additional discussions about 
student and building safety 
measures are on the agenda fol-
lowing a discussion about school 
finance with Business Manager 
Lori Lanter presents a proposed 
budget timeline to assure com-
pliance with statutory guide-
lines.

Farewell to Susan Myers set
Superintendent eyes final board meeting at district office

Dr. Susan Myers

By MARY MEYERS

Atchison Globe

A local repeat 

offender, who has 

run afoul of the 

law nearly a dozen 

times since 1995, is 

back behind bars 

after he allegedly engaged 

in illegal drug activity 

about six months after his 

release from state prison.

Atchison County Sher-

iff’s Office authorities ar-

rested Darren Lee Powell, 

40, Atchison, on June 5 in 

connection with the fol-

lowing felonies:

❯ possession of 
methamphetamine 
with intent to distrib-
ute within 1,000 feet 
of a school;
❯ possession of 
drug-related para-
phernalia with intent 

to distribute;
 ❯ use of a telecommunication 
facility in connection with 
distribution of a controlled 
substance;

 ❯ and failure to obtain tax 
stamp(s) for controlled 
substances.

Winter activity puts 
June heat on Powell

Darren Lee 
Powell

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

After about two full days 
of trial proceedings a lo-
cal man who represented 
himself, was found guilty 
on all counts as charged in 
the second amended com-
plaint filed a day before 
testimony was heard.

A jury convicted Dale 
W. Birch, 51, of Atchison, 
on Wednesday, June 5, in 
a case involving interfer-
ence with a law enforce-
ment officer and battery 
against a law enforcement 

officer, both felony 
offenses.

The jury, com-
posed of three 
women and nine 
men, also found 
Birch guilty of 
three misdemean-
ors: attempted 
criminal trespass, crim-
inal damage to property, 
possession of a controlled 
substance (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol, or THC), a sched-
ule 1 drug under Kansas 
statute. Specifically, in the 
form of a blue metal pipe 
designed to introduce the 

substance into the 
human body.

Chief Judge Hon-
orable David King, 
of Leavenworth, 
presided, and set 
a tentative date 
at 11 a.m. Friday, 
July 12 for Birch’s 

sentencing hearing. King 
ordered a pre-sentencing 
investigation to determine 
if there any prior convic-
tions. Contingent on find-
ings of criminal history, 
Birch potentially faces a 
maximum of more than 
three years in a state pris-

on for the felony offenses. 
The misdemeanors are 
punishable by jail time.

The trial started Tues-
day morning following 
selection of the jury panel, 
and continued throughout 
the day until its recess for 
the night. Trial proceed-
ings resumed Wednesday 
morning until a lunchtime 
recess. Then evidence and 
closing arguments were 
heard until about 3 p.m. 
when jurors went into 
deliberation. After a few 

Man’s run from law results in jury conviction

Dale W. Birch

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

A boy run the obstacle course at the First Friday event.

FIRST FRIDAY  |  Summer’s rise sees sunny block party in downtown Atchison

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

A family explores an arts and crafts booth at First Friday.

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

A boy navigates the Atchison County Sheriff’s Office pedal car course at 

First Friday.
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