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In an ordinary obsta-

cle course, the objective 

might be to avoid the 

mud. The kids of Atchi-

son have a different 

idea.

The annual Mud & 

Suds Fun Run held on 

Saturday morning at 

Jackson Park included 

dozens of children do-

ing their level best to get 

absolutely filthy, almost 

with a higher priori-

ty than running faster 

than their competitors. 

The event presented no 

shortage of opportuni-

ties to become coated 

head-to-toe in mud, in 

what might be thought 

of as Atchison’s unoffi-

cial start to the summer 

outdoor fun season.

“We’ve really started 

to use it to kick off the 

city’s summer activi-

ties, and it’s turned out 

really well,” said Mayor 

Shawn Rizza, who leads 

Fun Run organizers 

each year as a volunteer 

for Project Atchison, a 

charity dedicated to im-

proving local life.
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A dozen filers beat the 

Noon deadline on Monday 

to round out a few slates of 

candidates for the upcom-

ing 2019 cities and school 

board elections.

Deputy Election Clerk 

Kalee Vanderweide, 

Atchison County Clerk’s 

Office, reports despite a 

last minute rush of can-

didates, it does not appear 

there will be a need for a 

primary election in Au-

gust.

The candidates who did 

file are guaranteed to see 

their names appear on the 

respective ballots for the 

Tuesday, Nov. 5, general 

election.

For the two 4-year and 

one 2-year terms open on 

the City of Atchison city 

commission, the hopefuls 

are:

 ■ Abby Bartlett 

 ■ David Hausmann (in-

cumbent)

 ■ J. David Farris 

 ■ Luke Jesnowski 

 ■ Charlie Perdue (in-

cumbent)

 ■ Lisa Moody 

 ■ William J. Murphy 

Perdue, Bartlett, Moody 

and Murphy all filed on 

Monday. Hausmann filed 

on May 31. Jesnowski 

filed on May 22. Farris 

filed all the way back on 

May 2.

The cities of Effingham 

and Muscotah each have 

a full slate that includes 

mayor and five council po-

sitions. The candidates are:

 ■ Effingham: Justin 

O’Brien, filed for mayor 

on Monday; Harvey D. 

Fasse, David Lowe, Ross 

Montgomery and Kirk 

Wohlgemuth all filed in 

May; and Mark Hurst was 

the first to file for a candi-
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A Monday afternoon 

single-vehicle rollover 

claimed the life of a lo-

cal man near Bendena 

in Doniphan County, the 

Kansas Highway Patrol 

reports.

Jay C. Jewell, 54, 

of Atchison, was pro-

nounced dead at the crash 

scene located in Friend-

ship and 125th roads 

vicinity. KHP reported 

Jewell was transported to 

Harman-Rohde Funeral 

Home, a Doniphan Coun-

ty–based mortuary.

The accident occurred 

about 5:30 p.m. after Jew-

ell was southbound along 
Friendship Road as he 
drove a 1997 Ford F150 
pickup truck, according 
to KHP Crash Log Report. 
The truck left the road-
way toward the west. It 
appeared Jewell overcor-
rected, then left the road-
way toward the east. The 
vehicle struck a culvert 
and rolled.

The KHP reported Jew-
ell was not buckled into 
his seatbelt and had suf-
fered a fatal injury. Sau-
ter Towing removed the 
vehicle from the accident 
scene.

Mary Meyers can be reached via  

mary.meyers@atchisonglobenow.com  

or via Twitter @MaryMeyers.
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A local probationer is 
currently back in jail fol-
lowing his arrest within 
recent days on a 
felony warrant al-
leging threats on 
of a violent nature, 
though he was con-
victed of aggravat-
ed assault less than 
six months earlier.

Jace M. Crail, 18, 
is facing one count crimi-
nal threat after he uttered 
his intent to harm some 
of his extended relatives 
in Huron. The allegation 
against Crail stemmed 
from an incident a 34-year-
old female reported to 
Atchison County Sheriff’s 
authorities late afternoon 
on May 8.

The victim alleged 
Crail made a threatening 
statement to her and her 
two children, Sheriff Jack 
Laurie said. A warrant 
was subsequently issued. 
Crail was arrested after 
deputies spotted him May 
31 in the 100 block of South 
Eighth St. After a short 
foot pursuit, Crail was 
apprehended near Eighth 
Street and Kansas Ave-
nue and was transported 
to Atchison County Jail, 
where he remained con-

fined on Tuesday evening, 
pending fulfillment of a 
$10,000 bond agreement.

Crail heard the formal 
charge announced Mon-
day in Atchison County 

District Court. 
Atchison-based at-
torney Rex Lane 
was appointed to 
serve as defense 
counsel for Crail, 
who became aware 
he is facing pro-
bation violations 

in connection with his 
January conviction. All 
matters were continued to 
the 9 a.m. criminal docket 
Friday, June 14, in district 
court.

Crail is serving felony 
probation for a felony ag-
gravated assault he plead-
ed guilty to on Jan. 11 in 
district court. The convic-
tion arose from a Thanks-
giving evening incident 
on Nov. 22 in an alley lo-
cated in the 700 block of 
Santa Fe Street after Crail 
jumped out with a knife in 
hand and a approached a 
young man. Then he pro-
ceeded to strike the man’s 
vehicle with the knife.

The crime carries an 
underlying prison sen-
tence that was suspended 
to probation monitored by 
Atchison County Commu-
nication officers.
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A plan to bring a state-of-the-

art skating area to Reisner Park 

hasn’t seen nearly as much fund-

raising success as had been hoped 

for, and the City of Atchison is dis-

cussing how to adapt.

While a conversation held on 

Monday evening involving mem-

bers of the City of Atchison gov-

erning body and professional staff 

hasn’t yet produced any concrete 

steps to change things up, officials 

agreed that the city’s hopes to have 

seen major progress on fundrais-

ing by the Skate High With Hope 

Foundation by the end of this year 

don’t seem likely to be be achieved.

“I think they have realized that 

what they’re doing isn’t working,” 

Mayor Shawn Rizza said during 

the City of Atchison budgetary 

workshop conversation which re-

viewed the skate park project sit-

uation, among a variety of other 

subjects.

The foundation, run by Jeremy 

Watkins and Pam Cline, parents 

to the late Joshua Kinsman — an 

avid skater who envisioned the 

return of a public skate park to 

Atchison before his death last Jan-

uary — has partnered with Pillar 

Design Studios of Chandler, Ari-

zona. The couple hope to obtain a 

grant via the foundation of legend-

ary pro skateboarder Tony Hawk 

toward project costs. Yet before 

any of that can happen, some way 

of generating more cashflow must 

be found.

To fully fund the first phase of 

the planned skating area at Reis-

ner Park, the foundation will need 

to generate more than $200,000. 

Yet as of Monday, the project re-

mained some distance away from 

an initial $75,000 benchmark, 

which would trigger $75,000 in 

matching funds from the city 
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Local man 

dies in rollover

Racers slip, slide down muddy track

A boy uses 

a rope to 

pull him-

self a slick, 

muddy hill 

on Saturday 

in Jackson 

Park.
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Children play in ‘Club Mud,’ a hole filled with water nearby the finish line on Saturday.

Local 2019 elections ready to roll for November

Felony 
probationer 

faces new charge

Jace M. Crail

City talks skate park plan’s future
Alterations, reductions possible amid shallow fundraising
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