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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

A local woman remained 
jailed without bond Tues-
day after what police said 
was a weekend 
verbal exchange 
that escalated and 
led to her arrest in 
connection with 
aggravated battery 
involving a moving 
vehicle.

Felieca K. Pax-
ton, 23, of Atchison, 
was arrested on Monday 
for an aggravated battery 
that occurred late Sun-
day night. Formal charges 
were pending as of Tues-
day, contingent on the 
prosecutor’s review of the 
arrest reports.

Atchison Police Chief 
Mike Wilson said that a 
little before 11 p.m. Sun-
day, a local man told po-
lice he had been intention-
ally struck by a vehicle 

allegedly driven by 
a woman he knows 
in the vicinity of 
12th and Laramie. 
The suspected 
driver remained 
at large until Mon-
day.

Atchison County 
Jail information indicates 
Paxton has been in custo-
dy there since 11:36 p.m. 
Monday following arrest 
by APD. Wilson said Pax-
ton and the victim have 
domestic ties.

The victim indicated he 

was en route to a friend’s 
residence when he saw 
Paxton, Wilson said. The 
victim told police that in 
an effort to avoid being 
hit by Paxton’s vehicle, he 
jumped up on top of the 
hood, then rolled off, man-
aging to land on his feet. 
However, the front of the 
vehicle struck him, caus-
ing injuries to his hand 
and leg.

After the incident, 
Wilson said, the victim 
left the scene and called 
police from his friend’s 
residence. He ultimately 
didn’t seek transport from 
the scene or other immedi-
ate medical services.

Mary Meyers can be reached  
at mary.meyers@atchisonglobenow.com.

By MARCUS CLEM 
Atchison Globe

Making a homecoming 
at Atchison Elementary 
School, Ashley Funk re-
lies on a career that has 
seen a breadth of experi-
ences as she prepares to 
teach special education 
students.

At AES, a significantly 
larger school than she’s 
used to, but with smaller 
home-room class sizes, 
Funk will work closely 
with other teachers. Funk 
talked about her plans and 
experiences on Tuesday at 
the AES Back to School 
Night event, which saw 
hundreds of students and 
family members patrol 
the halls meeting staff, 
collecting supplies, dis-
cussing lesson plans and 
chowing down on hot dogs 
and popcorn.

While teaching the past 
four academic years in 
Oklahoma, Funk routine-
ly taught classes number-
ing more than 30 children 
at times, while also partic-
ipating in Oklahoma Edu-
cation Association efforts 
to improve state support 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

School related safety discussions 
dominated the business USD Board of 
Education members addressed from 
their agenda on Monday.

Board members gave their thumbs up 
to allow for about $10,000 in additional 
expenditure in an effort to ensure that 
the installation of higher quality secu-
rity cameras in all the school facilities 
is complete this school year. The esti-
mated cost for the project is $107,000.

Funding for the cameras will come 
from the Safe & Secure Schools grant 
awarded from the State of Kansas in 
the amount of $31,750 and an equal 
amount required from the school dis-
trict brings the total to $63,500.

Donna Noll, director of technology 
education, said she and Director of Spe-
cial Education David Myers have been 
involved in the security camera up-
grades throughout the past years. The 
district has annually allotted $40,000 
for installations and upgrades at some 
of the schools on a rotation basis.

Current digital technology has been 

refined to a point that one new camera 
might have the ability to replace the 
equivalent of two cameras currently in 
place. The digital camera images are 
also of a higher quality. However, the 
available funds from the grant and stan-
dard allotment falls about $10,000 short 
to include all the schools in the district.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Beginning Wednesday, 
Aug. 14, and continuing 
throughout the Labor Day 
weekend, more than 150 
law enforcement agencies 
from across Kansas will 
join forces in a concen-
trated effort to detect and 

remove impaired 
drivers.

The Atchison 
Police Department 
has partnered 
with the Kansas 
Department of 
Transportation for 
more than 10 years 
in the Special Traffic En-
forcement Program, said 

Atchison Police 
Chief Mike Wilson. 
During Memorial 
Day and Labor Day 
periods APD adds 
additional officers 
to the streets to in-
crease traffic safe-
ty.

APD will again 
participate in the upcom-

ing STEP initia-
tive, You Drink, 
You Lose, between 
Thursday, Aug. 15, 
and Monday, Sept. 
2.

“It’s the right 
choice to not drink 
and drive, you win, 
we all win,” Wilson said.

Atchison County Sheriff 
Jack Laurie said deputies 
will be participating in the 
special enforcement this 
year while county author-

ities are on regular 
patrol.

Kansas Depart-
ment of Trans-
portation officials 
report this year’s 
campaign includes 
a No Refusal Week-
end on Friday and 

Saturday, Aug. 16, and 
Aug. 17, when all suspect-
ed impaired drivers refus-
ing breath testing might 
be subject to blood testing 
for alcohol and/or drugs.

According to the Nation-
al Safety Council, 40 per-
cent of car fatalities occur 
in the summer months. 
The Labor Day holiday 
brings increased traffic 
and unfortunately, a high-
er-than-normal number of 
deaths related to impaired 
drivers on the road. On 
average, impaired driv-
ers cause about one-third 
of all traffic fatalities in 
Kansas. Across the state, 

Car hits man, steering 
alleged driver’s arrest

Felieca K. Paxton

USD 409 steps up safety initiatives

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

AD Jason Schroeder explains a pact to share AHS 
bowling and golf resources with Maur Hill-Mount 
Academy on Monday at a USD 409 board meeting.

Teachers prepare AES aviators
Back-to-school 
event features 

hundreds  
of students

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

AES teacher Nicolas Downing, right, introduces Gracelyn Davis to life as a kindergartner with support from her mother, Tina Davis, on Tuesday.

Law enforcement issue DUI warning

Mike Wilson

Jack Laurie
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