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Pat Madden and Blair Taylor were named Homecoming King and Queen for 
Maur Hill-Mount Academy last Friday night.

MAUR HILL-MOUNT ACADEMY HOMECOMING WINNERS

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

The races to determine who 
will lead the local city govern-
ments and public school boards 
are fast approaching their end 
when the polls will close at 7 p.m. 
on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 2.

Persons who have re-located to 

Atchison County or who are new 
to the voting process and will be 
18 years of age or older on or be-
fore Tuesday, Nov. 2 can register 
until 5 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 12 at the 
Atchison County Clerk’s Office in 
the Atchison County Courthouse, 
423 North Fifth Street.

Advance Voting starts 8:30 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 18, and will continue 

throughout business hours until 
noon Monday, Nov. 1 in the Clerk’s 
Office at the Courthouse. The 
deadline to request an Advance 
Mail-out ballot is Tuesday, Oct. 26. 
To do so, call the Clerk’s office at 
913-804-6030 for more information. 
Advance Mail-out/absentee voters 

Voting to start soon to decide 
cities and schools races
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Atchison County Clerk Michelle Phillips, left, Linda Chalfant, Kaylee Vanderweide and Susan Draftz chat a bit at the Voter Registra-
tion table during the Project Atchison-sponsored Local Candidate Meet and Greet event on Tuesday night.

By JAMES HOWEY
Atchison Globe

Benedictine College had the 
fortune of hosting one of the 
most iconic American sym-
bols in the Budweiser Clydes-
dales Wednesday morning.

The horses were led by the 
Raven Regiment and paraded 
along a portion of the Second 
Street corridor and then back 
into the campus in Atchison.

A two-month-old dalmatian 
named Gus also participated 
in the parade riding on the car-
riage pulled by the Clydesdales.

O’Malley Beverage owned by 
class of ‘79, and Board of Direc-
tors member Kevin O’Malley 
played a large part in bringing 

the famous attraction to the col-
lege thanks to his accomplish-
ments in the brewing business 
in recent years.

Atchison Mayor and Bene-
dictine Executive Assistant 
to the President Abby Bart-
lett said she was so happy for 
the community to experience 
such an event that wasn’t even 
announced until last Friday.

“The Clydesdales were ab-
solutely magnificent,” Mayor 
Bartlett said. “It was a won-
derful opportunity to have cit-
izens of Atchison and Benedic-
tine College together for such 
a unique spur-of-the-moment 
experience. I am grateful the 
O’Malleys and Benedictine 
could do this for Atchison.”

Benedictine hosts 
Budweiser Clydesdales
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The Budweiser Clydesdales parade down Second Street on Wednesday while 
they visit Benedictine College.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

For the second consecu-
tive year, the total enroll-
ment count of students 
attending the Atchison 
Public Schools is showing 
a downward trend.

“Our enrollment is 
dropping,” said Dr. Renee 
Scott, superintendent of 
Atchison Public Schools. 
“It really saddens me.”

The total headcount 
of Pre-kindergarten 
throughout 12th-grade 
students present in 
their seats on Sept. 21, 
throughout USD 409 was 
1,570 compared to 1,615 
for the 2020-21 school 
year – the total number 
also includes students at-
tending private schools.

The drop in enrollment 
numbers throughout 
some recent school years 
cost the district about 
$300,000 to compensate 
for the decrease of student 
headcount. Scott deliv-
ered the news to USD 409 
Board of Education mem-
bers Monday night, Oct. 
11 during their meeting 

at the Atchison Elementa-
ry School. About 14 fewer 
kindergarteners and a 
24-student decrease of 
sixth-graders reflected 
big drops in comparison 
to the previous year.

Despite the declining 
numbers throughout re-
cent years, the numbers 
show there has also been 
a gain of 211 new students 
in the district, which is 
still less than the collec-
tive losses, Scott said.

The 2019-20 school 
year and COVID-19 in-

terruption and corona-
virus outbreak adverse-
ly impacted the district.

Last year about 100 kid-
dos because of COVID re-
located from the district, 
Scott explained some 
families experienced job 
losses, career changes 
and some moved in with 
family members else-
where to sustain their 
living because of the eco-
nomic downturns.

“These things affect 
how we are going to move 
forward,” Scott said. 

“There are hard deci-
sions we’ll have to make”

Some decisions might 
likely center on cutting 
teacher positions for 
some classrooms be-
cause of fewer students 
for the grade level.

School trends through-
out Kansas are also 
showing a decrease simi-
lar to USD 409, Scott said.

Board members also 
heard a report from the 
AES administrators 

By BARBARA TRIMBLE
Atchison Globe

Phase one of the skate-
board park has now been 
dedicated. The park was 
the dream of Joshua 
Kinsman who was an 
avid skateboarder and 
left behind a letter asking 
for a skateboard park. His 
parents Pamela Cline and 

Jeremy Watkins have 
worked tirelessly to make 
that dream come true.

Saturday was the ded-
ication of the first phase 
of the park. A large 
crowd was on hand to 
see a number of skate-
boards, grownups, boys, 
and girls alike, using 
the facility. For those 
who didn’t skateboard 

there was plenty of food, 
children’s activities, 
and music.

The dedication was 
very meaningful as Pa-
mela, Joshua’s mother, 
addressed the crowd and 
made a strong point that 
the park was “every-
body’s park” and to come 
and use the facility or just 
sit on a bench and rest.

The second phase is 
now in the planning and 
already donations are be-
ing received. A drawing 
of the second and third 
phases was shown at the 
main booth. Phase two 
may also include an area 
for smaller children.

The park is located 
on the 10th. and Riley 
Street, Atchison.

Declining student numbers raise USD 409 concerns
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Atchison Elementary School Associate Principal Andrew Lillie, left, Associate Principal Andrea 
Coppinger and Principal Lisa Pierce present a report about AES during the Monday’s USD 409 
School Board Meeting in the music room at the facility.

Skateboard park dedication officially opens
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