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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

A mask mandate is re-instated for all 
who are not vaccinated goes in effect 
Tuesday, Sept. 7 for all Pre-K through 
sixth-grade pupils and staff at Atchison 
County Community Schools.

USD 377 Board of Education members 
narrowly approved the mandate by 4 to 
3 votes during 
a special meet-
ing Wednesday 
night at the dis-
trict’s central 
office. Board 
members Co-
rey Neill, Greg 
Smith, and Kel-
li Bottorff voted 
in the negative.

The vote was 
taken follow-
ing a review 
of the current 
statistics and a 
discussion with 
Superintendent 
Andrew Gad-
dis and School 
Nurse Katie 
Madden concerning a recent outbreak of 
COVID-19 cases in the schools. Some of 
the discussion centered on the option for 
the Test to Stay Opt-in On-Site Screening 
consent forms and an explanation of con-
tact and quarantine options. Board mem-
bers unanimously approved the form and 
amended it to read bus can transport stu-
dents in the afternoon who have tested 
negative with the past 24 hours, effective 

By MARY MEYERS 
Atchison Globe

SPC Aaron Daniels, of the 
Kanas National Guard, 108th Avi-
ation Division, and his sister Ash-
ley Flory welcome all to and join a 
special run for an upcoming event 
to honor patriots, remember the 
fallen and ease the pain of loss.

The siblings and Kasey Cortner 
are hosting a 5k Run/Walk for 
Fallen Soldiers at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, at Atchison Riverfront Park.

There is no cost to run but sug-
gested donations are appreciated 
and will go to benefit the families 
and children of the fallen soldiers 
and marines. All donations are 
designated to go to fallenpatriots.
org and in remembrance of the 13 
soldiers who lost their lives in Af-
ghanistan to the fallen soldiers.
org charity. “We were motivated 
to help the families of the fallen 
soldiers,” Daniels said. Because 
we recently lost a parent and we 
know the pain all too well.”

Flory agreed. “We recently lost 

our mother to cancer,” Flory said. 
“Although she didn’t fight for our 
country, the pain of losing her is 
still there. If we can help the fam-
ilies of the fallen, just a little, we 
want to do just that.”

The will be a rest stop/water 
break at the VFW. After the break 
runners/walkers and supporters 
will head back to the Riverfront.

Later at 5:30 p.m., there will be a 
Patriots Day Remembrance along 
the Riverfront near Veterans Me-
morial Park. Flory and Daniels 
invite the runners and walkers 
to hang around and remember 
the 2,996 lives that were taken on 
Sept. 11, 2001, and the many U.S. 
Military Service members and 
allies who have sacrificed their 
lives for our country.

Event T-shirts are available for 
purchase: The first round of pur-
chase money is due Sunday, Sept. 
5 to receive your shirt before the 
event; money received after Sun-
day will go to the second round of 
distribution of shirts after the 5k 
run event.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Some ongoing and recent 
improvements in the Atchi-
son area are what Kansas 
Governor Laura Kelly has 
had in mind to foster vitality 
and economic development to 
benefit citizens and commu-

nities throughout the state.
The Office of Rural Pros-

perity has been introduced 
under Kelly’s administration 
to boost the economy and 
interests for the majority of 
the communities where most 
Kansas reside and shop daily 
focusing through the lens of 
the entire state instead of the 

few more populated urban 
areas.

Kelly said the initiative 
is one she campaigned on 
that has now come to frui-
tion administered through 
the Kansas Department of 
Commerce. Its core is to en-
courage opportunities for 
entrepreneurship for the 

sustainability of the com-
munities for the generations 
of residents to remain or re-
locate to rural Kansas. The 
ORP can also assist commu-
nities to identify needs for 
residences and encourage-
ment to ensure fulfillment 

By JAMES HOWEY
Atchison Globe

Rocky Delfs, sophomore at USD 
409 passed away Wednesday morn-
ing after having a cardiac arrest 
due to Brugada Syndrome while 
working out last week after school.

Delfs was found unresponsive 
along the track by a staff member 
at Atchison High School last Thurs-
day. Atchison County EMS respond-
ed to the scene and transported the 
student by ambulance to a medical 
center for emergency care.

Atchison High School said in a 
statement on Facebook that there 
is no information on memorial ser-
vices for Delfs at this time.

“The school’s Crisis Response 
Team will be available to help stu-
dents work through any grief they 
may experience as a result of this 
news. Please reach out to the school 
if you have any questions. At this 
time, we do not have any informa-
tion regarding memorial services, 
but we will pass that information 
along as it becomes available.”

Delfs is also going to be an organ 
donor according to the high school 
as well.

Improvement programs  
abounding for Atchison area

File photo

Kansas Governor Laura Kelly announces March 2 that Atchison is a new addition to the Kansas Main Street Program during a stop at the Santa Fe Depot. Kelly 
says in an Atchison Globe interview that numerous state programs are available to bring benefits to the Atchison area.
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Run/Walk for fallen soldiers coming Patriot’s Day

Mary Meyers| Atchison Globe

Thirteen American Flags in a yard along Main Street in the 1600 block of Main Street appear to be in tribute to the fallen U.S. Marines who recently perished in 
Afghanistan.

James Howey | Atchison Globe

Veterans Memorial Park located on Atchison Riverfront Park, displays 
names of area military veterans killed in action. The park also contains 
a relic display artifact from the historic USS Arizona that sunk during the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. More than 10 percent of casualties on the ship were 
from Kansas, Missouri, Iowa and Nebraska. 

Please  see Mask/Page 4

Masks 
prevent 

(COVID-19). I’ve 
seen it at my job 
and I just lost 
a loved one all 
due to COVID. 
I’m for masking 
everybody.

— BARBARA CHAPMAN,
USD 377 Board of Education 

vice president
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