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By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

Authorities now know 
the name of the deceased 
man who first respond-
ers recovered on Sunday 
morning from the Missou-
ri River near Atchison, 
prompting a three-day 
search for information 
about him.

Chief Mike Wilson of 
the Atchison Police De-
partment said in an up-
date to regional media on 
Tuesday morning that ef-
forts by investigators and 
information circulated to 
the public led to 15 tips 
that produced enough in-
formation for authorities 

to conclude who the man 
was.

“I want to thank the 
news media for working 
with the department in 
providing the public with 
information about the re-
covery of the victim and 
information about tattoos 
that the victim had,” Wil-
son said. “We have fol-
lowed each of those leads, 
which led us to the identi-
fication of the victim.”

Wilson said he antici-
pates releasing the vic-
tim’s name to the public 
on Wednesday afternoon, 
along with other informa-
tion, following notification 

John Doe 
no longer

Police use public’s help  
in studying river death

James Howey | Atchison Globe

Local authorities work on Sunday morning on the Missouri River to re-

cover a man’s body found along the river near south Atchison, Kansas.By MADDIE BRUEGGER  
and MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

As the 23rd Annual Ame-

lia Earhart Festival began its 

second day, visitors marveled 

at Muriel: In all the world, 

the only one, the only surviv-

ing Lockheed Model 10-E, the 

same aircraft Earhart flew 

on her fateful final journey in 

1937.

Ameliafest folks numbering 

in the thousands converged on 

Atchison this past weekend for 

this and many other activities. 

Saturday events began in the 

presence of Muriel at the Bot-

torff Family Hangar at Atchi-

son Amelia Earhart Airport. 

Pilots from around the world 

flew in to the airport and at-

tended a breakfast with guests 

and community leaders spon-

sored by the Experimental 

Aircraft Association (EAA).

For Reed Berger, vice pres-

ident of the Atchison Amelia 

Earhart Foundation, it was a 

day to honor the next genera-

tion of fliers. These young pi-

lots are discovering the sky is 

not, in fact, the limit as veter-

ans like 41-year aerial acrobat 

Julie Clark — long a highlight 

contributor to Ameliafest en-

tertainment — are preparing 

to retire.

“The ultimate goal is teach-

ing kids that there is no limit,” 

Berger said. “It’s really what 

they set their mind to do, what-

ever the profession is, it doesn’t 

have to be aviation.”

The event had a flight simu-

lator to teach children how to 

fly a plane. Children also par-

ticipated in a scavenger hunt 

around the airport.

“The goal of the foundation 

is really just education for 

kids, and STEM education par-

ticularly, with an emphasis on 

females, but not excluding any-

body,” Berger said.

Events enshrine legacy in the sky

Ameliafest pays homage to Earhart, pilots, award recipients

Maddie Bruegger | Special to Atchison Globe

Aerobatic pilot Julie Clark, a regular entertainer for Amelia Earhart Festival goers, is retiring after a 41-year career in the skies.

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Karen Seaberg, Atchison Amelia Earhart Foundation chairwoman, presents the 

Pioneering Achievement Award to Amy Kleppner, Earhart’s niece.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Yono Kim meticulously 
browsed the plaza Satur-
day morning as he looked 
over the engraved bricks 
along a path into the Ame-
lia Earhart Birthplace 
Museum.

Kim came from Hilo, Ha-
waii, located on the largest 
island in the United States 
along the most southern 
point of the Hawaiian Is-
lands, he explained. Kim 
said he traveled thousands 
of miles from Hilo to Atchi-
son to purchase one of the 
bricks. His stop at Amelia’s 
house on Saturday marked 
his second visit since he 
arrived in Atchison a few 
days earlier.

Frank Kim, Yono Kim’s 
brother, was awarded a 
bronze star for his military 
service as an infantryman 
in the Korean War.

“I am proud of him and 
I want to honor him,” Kim 

said, adding that had the en-
graved brick order in hand 
before he entered the muse-
um ready to sign his order.

A few minutes later, a 
group of visitors from St. 
Louis, Missouri, and their 
local host, made a stop in 
Amelia’s birthplace yard 
to strike a few poses along 
sided the informational 

signs to designated the 
special place.

Dr. Olexsandr “Alex” 
Mandel, of Ukraine, trav-
eled back to the U.S. and 
made a stop to take in the 
Amelia Earhart Festi-
val weekend in Atchison 
along his way to visit a 

Amelia Earhart museum draws interest 
from many people from different places

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

A group of visitors from St. Louis, Missouri make a photo stop Saturday 

at the Amelia Earhart Birthplace Museum.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

As the mystique about Amelia Ear-
hart lives on, so does her legacy inspir-
ing many to dream big and not give up 
to achieve one’s goals in life. Jeanine 
Kiehl Wyatt and Aimee Bissonette are 
two such women.

Wyatt and Bissonette were the two 
featured authors present as Amelia 
Earhart fans gathered from near and 
far for a meet and greet with two chil-
dren’s book authors during the Break-
fast with the Books event Saturday at 
Benedictine College.

Wyatt, a Lawrence resident, is an 
Atchison native educated in Atchi-
son schools has heard and read about 
Earhart throughout her life. “Meelie’s 
Christmas,” by J.A. Kiehl, a pen name, 
was released in June. It is Wyatt’s sec-
ond book on the topic of Earhart.

Wyatt’s current book is representa-
tive of what traditional Christmas cel-
ebrations were like for a very young 
Earhart with her parents, sister and 
“Grandfather and Grandmother Otis” 
her maternal grandparents. Wyatt, a 
former Amelia Earhart Birthplace and 
Museum trustee and docent, based her 
latest book on research from her local 
knowledge as well as oral stories, writ-

ings about Amelia and the 19th centu-
ry Victorian era.

From the coast of Lake Superior 
in Minnesota to the banks of Ame-
lia Earhart’s hometown in Atchison, 
came Bissonette. Bissonette was here 
to talk about the children’s book she 
wrote “Aim for the Skies” about two 
women pilots who in 1964 successfully 
fulfilled Earhart’s dream to fly around 
the world. Bissonette’s book was re-
leased in Sept. 18.

Children’s authors highlight event

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

Aimee Bisonette, author of “Aim for the Skies” 

encourages one of her customers to pursue her 

dreams during the Saturday morning Breakfast 

with the Books, a featured event of the 23rd Ame-

lia Earhart Festival at Benedictine College.
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