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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

More than 12 

years in state 

prison was the 

fate handed to a 

25-year-old Atchi-

son man for his role 

in a late summer-

time home invasion along 

the outskirts of Atchison 

city limits.

Devan T. Newson was 

sentenced to 88 months 

and 36 months post release 

supervision for aggravat-

ed robbery and 59 months 

for kidnapping and 36 

months of post release su-

pervision are to run con-

secutively to one another. 

Newson is eligible for 15 

percent good time credits 

for both sentences.

He was additionally 

handed 18 months in pris-

on for conspiracy to com-

mit aggravated burglary 

with 24-months of post 

release supervision con-

current to the two consec-

utive sentences. Newson 

was also ordered to regis-

ter as a criminal offender, 

according to the statutory 

guidelines.

Because Newson was 

serving felony probation 

in connection with previ-

ous convictions and his 

new convictions involved 

a firearm in the 

crimes he was 

subject to a spe-

cial rule, meaning 

the judge would 

Newson’s court-ap-

pointed defense 

attorney, John T. 

Bryant, of Leav-

enworth, had filed 

a motion for the court to 

consider concurrency on 

all three convictions.

The defendant has ac-

cepted responsibility and 

would like to be able to 

get out of prison, become 

a more productive citizen 

and spend time with his 

seven children, Bryant 

told the court.

Prior to the announce-

ment of sentences, Newson 

spoke on his own behalf 

and apologized for his ac-

tions.

“I am terribly sorry for 

the events of that night,” 

Newson said.

He added he was also 

sorry for the events that 

happened to the kids that 

night.

Atchison County Attor-

ney Sherri Becker object-

ed to any consideration 

of leniency because of the 

traumatic impact on the 

victims.

“They are horrified,” 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

A hike of more than $4.8 million 

in assessed valuation throughout 

USD 377 appears to throw Atchison 

County Community Schools out of 

the running for additional state aid 

other than the 20 mills in the gen-

eral fund.

The 2019 assessed valuation for 

the district checks in at more than 

$73.5 million for the district as cal-

culated by Atchison County Clerk 

Michelle Phillips. The current to-

tal compares to more than $68.7 

million of assessed valuation for 

the previous year. About $69.3 mil-

lion comprises the state required 

20 mills in the district’s general 

fund for the 2019-20 school year.

Of the assessed valuation total 

about $2.3 million worth of proper-

ties are subject to rebate according 

to terms of The Neighborhood Re-

vitalization and Tax Rebate Incen-

tive Plan.

Board Clerk Megan Gracey, 377 

business manager, informed 377 

Board of Education members of the 

news during their regular board 

meeting on Wednesday. Gracey 

said the state released its budget 

software on Tuesday that indicat-

ed the district is not eligible for 

state aid to operate throughout the 

year.

Dr. Andrew Gaddis, superinten-

dent of schools, said the divisive 
factor to determine how the state 
allocates state aid for districts 
from assessed valuations and the 
number of students makes it ap-
pear we are a wealthy district in 
the state’s eyes.

“Our wealth is in the ground,” 
Gaddis said.

The rise in the assessed valua-
tion means about $5,000 more per 
mill than the previous school year. 
The local option budget is solely 
funded revenue generated from the 
local taxpayers.

Board members authorized Gad-
dis and Gracey to proceed with 
their budget work for the required 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

An Atchison 

man recently 

apprehended in 

St. Joseph want-

ed in connection 

with June shoot-

ing near the LFM Park 

waived extradition 

proceedings arrived 

Wednesday in Atchison.

Kevin V. Maxey is 

held in Atchison Coun-

ty Jail on a $150,000 

bond amount. Maxey 

faces attempted second 

degree murder, crim-

inal possession of a 

weapon and criminal 

discharge of a firearm 

upon or from any public 

roadway.

An Atchison-based 

attorney John Kurth 

was appointed to serve 

as defense counsel for 

Maxey. Maxey’s first 

appearance with coun-

sel was Friday, July 

12 in Atchison County 

District Court. Kurth 

requested the matter be 

set over until the 9 a.m. 

criminal docket Friday, 

July 19.

Maxey was 

identified as the 

suspect wanted 

for shooting a 

42-year-old man 

twice on June 9 

in north Atchi-

son during an 

early morning 

argument that ensued 

between two persons 

amid a group of about 

20 people. The victim, 

a 42-year-old Atchison 

man was struck twice, 

according to a pub-

lished Globe news ac-

count.

The U.S. Marshals 

Violent Fugitive Ap-

prehension Team, the 

Buchanan County, 

Missouri Drug Strike 

Force, the St. Joseph, 

Missouri Street Crimes 

Unit and Atchison Po-

lice Department detec-

tive caught up to Maxey 

July 3 after information 

developed that might be 

an apartment complex 

in St. Joseph, Missouri, 

the St. Joseph News-

Press reported.

Mary Meyers can be reached at mary.

meyers@atchisonglobenow.com.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Formal charges are 
pending against a St. Jo-
seph, Missouri, man in 
connection with an early 
Thursday morning domes-
tic disturbance involving a 
knife in south Atchison.

Jason E. Markley, 43, 
was arrested and booked 
into Atchison County Jail 
for aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon and 
criminal threat criminal 
restraint. Markley was 

also booked and 
held on a $2,500 
bond amount for a 
failure to appear 
for unrelated 2018 
criminal case.

It was after 7:30 
am. July 12 when 
police officers re-
sponded to a domestic dis-
turbance in the 300 block 
of South Fifth Street, said 
Atchison Police Chief 
Mike Wilson. It was at a 
residence there officers lo-
cated a 34-year-old female 
victim and determined the 

suspect identified 
as Markley had left 
the area on foot. Of-
ficers located Mar-
kley along the U.S. 
Amelia Earhart 
Bridge immediately 
after walked onto 
it, east of the South 

Fourth Street and U.S. 
Highway 59 intersection.

Atchison County EMS 
ambulance transported 
Markley to Atchison Hos-
pital for minor injuries he 
suffered during the distur-
bance. After Markley was 

treated and released from 

the hospital, he was taken 

into police custody for the 

failure to appear warrant 

and transported to jail.

It was the subsequent 

investigation that led to 

Markley’s arrest for the 

allegations related to the 

morning disturbance that 

involved a knife, Wilson 

said.

The victim suffered 

some scratches and bruis-

es.

By JOE MCDONALD 
Associated Press

BEIJING — China’s 

trade with the United 

States plunged last month 

as a tariff war battered 

exporters on both sides of 

the Pacific Ocean.

And there’s no letup in 

sight: Tensions between 

the world’s two biggest 

economies continue to 

simmer even though Pres-

ident Donald Trump and 

his Chinese counterpart, 

Xi Jinping, called a cease-

fire two weeks ago.

Data out Friday showed 

that the hostilities are tak-

ing a toll.

Chinese imports of U.S. 

goods fell 31.4% from a 

year earlier to $9.4 billion, 

while exports to the Amer-

ican market declined 7.8% 

to $39.3 billion, according 

to Chinese customs data. 

China’s trade surplus with 

the United States widened 

Newson faces 
12+ years

Armed robber, kidnapper 
linked to 2018 home invasion

Devan T. 
Newson

State to clip aid for USD 377

Data considers district wealthy; in reality, it is strapped

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

Business Manager Megan Gracey, left, USD 377 Board of Education members President Nancy Keith, Vice-President Barb Chapman, Greg 

Smith, Corey Neill, Lori Lanter and Kelli Bottorff take care of business during the Wednesday, July 10, meeting at the board office in Effing-

ham.

Shooting case  
starts to proceed

Kevin V. Maxey

Assault case lands Missouri man in Kansas jail

Jason E. Markley

Data: Trade war pitting 
U.S. export market

STR

China’s imports from the United States plunged 31.4 percent in June from 

a year earlier amid a tariff war with Washington, while exports to the U.S. 

market sank 7.8 percent, Customs data showed.
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