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By MARCUS CLEM
News-Press NOW

More than 600 signa-
tures and counting have 
been applied to two com-
peting open letters on the 
status of race relations at 
Benedictine College.

For its part, the college 
acknowledged this week 
that more needs to be done 
to improve matters for 
“Raven students of color.” 
However, a strong debate 
continues about how much 
racism has been an issue 
on the campus in Atchi-
son, Kansas.

“We are painfully aware 
that the institution and its 
members have sometimes 
fallen short of the college’s 
goals, as letter-writers 
have made clear,” the col-
lege said. “Racial bigotry 

has no place at Benedic-
tine College. It never has 
and never will.”

This argument first 
arose because of the Bene-
dictine chapter of Turn-
ing Point USA, which is 
dedicated to combating 
progressivism on college 
campuses. In mid-June, 
the TPUSA chapter posted 
a message on Instagram 
about U.S. history and 
slavery. The college de-
nounced the image as ra-
cially offensive, and it has 
since been taken down, 
but the controversy has 
had staying power.

At Benedictine, there 
have, as yet, been no no-
table in-person protests. 
The bulk of Benedictine 
students reside elsewhere 

QUOTH THE 
RAVENS

Hundreds of signatures for open 
letters impact Benedictine
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Dr. Anthony Crifasi, left, and Rachel Medara, right, have written op-
posing letters on race relations at Benedictine College. Crifasi is the 
adviser of the local Turning Point USA chapter, dedicated to opposing 
progressive causes. Medara founded the BC Young Democrats. The 
Benedictine Black Student Union is also involved.
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The city of Lancaster aerial fireworks show took place July Fourth at Kanning Park. 
Spectators watched from private residential yards to observe social distancing.

LANCASTER FIREWORKS
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The fourth of July Atchison Community Fire-
works show sponsored by the Lions Club.

ATCHISON FIREWORKS

Kansans celebrate the 4thKansans celebrate the 4th

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Atchison County Com-
mission Vice-chairman 
Eric Noll’s second attempt 
to strike down Gov. Laura 
Kelley’s recent mandated 
executive order regard-
ing face masks in public 
to lower the pandemic 
spread died again within 
a week.

Noll made the motion 
during an afternoon meet-
ing on July 7 following the 
Atchison County commis-
sioners’ discussion and 
consultation with health 
officials and County Coun-
selor Patrick Henderson 
during a morning work-
shop. Both sessions were 
virtual gatherings.

Masks to stay awhile in Atchison Co.
Atchson County 
Commission mem-
bers, Henry W. “Bill” 
Pohl, left, Chairman 
Jack Bower and 
Vice-chairman Eric 
Noll adhere to face 
mask requirement 
during a budget 
workshop on Monday 
at the courthouse.

Mary Meyers 
Atchison Globe

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Local leaders are 
putting their heads 
together to make a 
decision within the 
next few weeks to 
determine how to 
utilize about $3.2 
million in government 
funding in the wake of im-
pacts from the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Atchison County 
Commission Board of-
ficially started the with 
the adoption of Resolution 

2020-1470 to accept 
the county’s share 
of funding from the 
Coronavirus Re-
lief Fund allocated 
through Strength-
ening People and 
Revitalizing Kan-
sas. By law, the 

county will be dispersing 
funds accordingly to mu-
nicipalities and education-
al entities.

County Chairman Jack 
Bower, County Counselor 
Patrick Henderson, Di-
rector Wesley Lanter of 
emergency management, 

Atchison City Manager 
Becky Berger, Superin-
tendent Renee Scott and 
Business Manager Lori 
Lanter of USD 409, and Dr. 
Andrew Gaddis, super-
intendent and Business 
Manager Megan Gracey 
of USD 377, comprise the 
appointed SPARK Task-
force committee members. 
County Project Manager 
Mark Wilson serves as the 
moderator and coordina-
tor of the group.

Lanter said committee 

County prepares for COVID-19 relief

Wesley Lanter

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Atchison Public Schools leaders plan 
to gather at 7 p.m. Monday, July 13, in 
the community room at the USD 409 
Board of Education office at 626 Com-
mercial St.

Social distancing and face masks or 
facial coverings are required for all 
board members, guests and public citi-
zens. Board members will reserve their 
time hear public comments like they 
did prior to the pandemic interruption.

In addition to the regular business 
agenda, board members expect to:

USD 409 leaders to meet Monday 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

A new leader soon will take 
over the helm at Atchison Se-
nior Village, the county-run 
residential care facility.

John Rainbolt will start his 
new job on Monday, Aug. 3 to fa-
miliarize himself with the facil-
ity and operational dutiesfrom 
outgoing administrator Kinton 
Friend.

Commissioners unanimous-
ly approved Rainbolt’s hire on 
July 7. Chairman Jack Bower 
and Vice-Chairman Eric Noll 
interviewed candidates for the 
job during the afternoon of 
June 8 in executive sessions re-
cessed from a special meeting.

Human Resource Director 
Jamie Madison wrote in a press 
release to the Atchison Globe 
that Rainbolt joins the county’s 
administrative job force with 

more than 20 years of experi-
ence and is licensed in several 
states. Throughout the past sev-
eral years, Rainbolt has served 
as an interim nursing home 
administrator in Kansas, Iowa, 
Minnesota and currently Ne-
braska.

“He is looking forward to 
settling down in a permanent 
nursing home administrator 

County makes Sr. Village hire
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A new appointment to lead Atchison Senior Village, the county-run residential care 
facility is in store to arrive Monday, Aug. 3.
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