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By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

A local business and 
community leader is re-
covering from a fall down 
a steep bluff on Monday 
evening.

The man lost control 
of his riding lawnmower 
while cutting his grass. 
Authorities say the man is 
believed to have hit a sat-
urated patch of turf which 
caused his tractor to slide 
off the cliffside, leading to 
serious injuries.

On Tuesday afternoon, 
family confirmed the vic-

tim is Rick Berger, CEO of 
leather goods manufactur-
er Berger Company. He is 
an active community lead-
er and philanthropist.

“He is doing much better 
and is very lucky,” said his 
son, Reed Berger. “It could 
have been much worse.”

The grass that forms the 
rear of Berger’s lawn in the 
300 block of Terrace Street 
runs up into some brush 
that forms an effective cliff 
edge as the bluff descends 
to the western banks of the 
Missouri River.

“In this particular case, 
when his tractor slipped 

off the edge, apparently 
due to some wet ground, 
some wet grasslands up 
there ... he continued to 
fall, 15 or 20 feet beyond 
that then to where he land-
ed,” said Atchison Police 
Chief Mike Wilson.

Wilson said the man be-
came separated from his 
tractor by the force of im-
pact with the trees. Fire-
fighters rescued Berger, 
but the mower remained 
caught up in the wooded 
area.

“Several people actual-
ly witnessed this happen 
as he fell off the cliff edge 

there,” Wilson said. “We 
were immediately notified. 
Police officers were there 
very quickly, as were fire-
fighters. The firefighters 
ended up cutting some tim-
ber away for the rescue to 
be able to occur.”

The injuries resulting 
from the impact required 
a medical helicopter flight 
to the University of Kansas 
Medical Center in Kan-
sas City. Authorities said 
Berger was conscious and 
talking to them at the time 
of his rescue.

Local business and community leader recovering in cliff fall

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Vehicles and pedestrians are blocked from careening into the low area east 

of Terrace Street, but the lawns nearby run right up to the edge of the bluff.Please  see Fall/Page A7

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

With Atchison’s strong connec-
tion the global Catholic commu-
nity via Benedictine College, it 
may be no surprise that many of 
those students have been to the 
site of the disaster in Paris.

St. Benedict Catholic Church 
and the surrounding academic 
campus stands now as a gathering 
point for those who are mourning 
the fate of one of its great ances-
tors, Notre Dame de Paris, devas-
tated by fire.

“Seeing those photos and just 
seeing livestreaming, I just abso-
lutely can’t describe it,” said Irma 
Barcena, who previously studied 
abroad in Europe and took time to 
visit the church. “I was there two 
years ago and now it’s in flames.”

While gripping with the mem-
ories of the beautiful, ancient 
cathedral and knowing how dam-
aged it has become, the students 
turn to their faith in God to make 
sense of the tragedy.

“I think it’s so important to 
realize that our church and our 
faith is not bound to a building, 
but in the midst of tragedy, like, it 
brings people together,” said Pa-
mela Zarybnicky, who visited in 
2016. “There’s so much communi-
ty and so much unity comes from 
these tragedies and it’s beautiful 
to see how this tragedy is doing 
that in Paris.”

Fr. Blaine Schultz, OSB, once 

had the opportunity as a visiting 
priest to lead a celebration of the 
Mass in the sacred halls of Notre 
Dame.

“When I saw the news, I thought, 
‘That can’t be happening!’” Schultz 
said. “But you could see the imag-
es, the flames shooting through the 
roof. I thought, ‘Oh my Gosh, I pray 
they can at least save something of 
it.’ And now I understand they were 
able to save much of the beautiful 
main entrance. Yet the roof and in-

terior remains totally destroyed. 
What a loss.”

Schultz said that in his expe-
riences, rather than serve as a 
locus for local Parisian worship-
ers, Notre Dame is a draw for 
tourists and is both a religious 
and national symbol of France. 
And yet the glory of its nature of 
a church is hard for someone who 
hasn’t visited to comprehend, he 
said.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Charges on file against an 
18-year-old Atchison man marks 
the second arrest made in con-
nection with an October residen-
tial burglary and theft of multiple 
firearms from a rural residence.

Keldon M. Reynolds is held in the 
Atchison County Jail on a $20,000 bond facing six 
felony charges that include: burglary with the in-
tent to steal a firearm; three counts theft of a fire-
arm; theft; and criminal damage to property; and 
one count misdemeanor theft.

Atchison County District Court records indi-
cate an arrest warrant was issued for Reynolds on 
Feb. 13. Reynolds was subsequently transported 
and booked into the county jail on April 4 where 
authorities from Atchison County Sheriff’s Office 
arrested him.

J. David Farris has initially been appointed 
to serve as defense counsel of Reynolds. Formal 
charges against Reynolds were announced April 
12 in district court. Reynolds is scheduled for the 
9 a.m. criminal docket Friday, April 19 with Far-
ris.

Reynolds’ co-defendant, 19-year-old Jonathan 
M. Hundley, of Rushville, Missouri, was arrested 
March 2 on a felony warrant. Hundley has since 
bailed out of jail on a $20,000 bond. Both Hundley 
and Reynolds are facing identical charges.

Overland Park-based attorney Judd Herbster 
serves as Hundley’s court-appointed defense 
counsel. Hundley’s next day in court is at 1 p.m. 
Monday, April 22 with Herbster.

The respective complaints against Reynolds 
and Hundley allege they burglarized a residence 
Oct. 5, 2018 along Osage Road with intentions to 
steal a shotgun, two .22 caliber rifles and two air 
rifles. The collective loss of the weapons is more 
than $2,000, Atchison County Sheriff Jack Lau-
rie initially reported to the Globe following Hun-
dley’s arrest.

Mary Meyers can be reached at mary.meyers@atchisonglobenow.com.

Ravens react to  

Notre Dame inferno

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Fr. Blaine Schultz, OSB, who prays routinely in the Abbey Church with his brothers in the Bene-

dictine Order, fondly remembers the experience of leading a celebration of the Mass in Notre 

Dame de Paris during a past visit.

Second suspect 
emerges in Osage 

Road case

Keldon M. 

Reynolds

Please  see Inferno/Page A7

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Elementary school chil-
dren continue paving their 
way to obtain a greenhouse 
for the Atchison County 
Community Schools out-
door learning campus one 
lip balm tube at a time 
along with other funding 
contributions.

The Atchison County 
Community Elementary 
School Top Rural School 
Lip Balm project endeav-
or recently benefitted the 
ACCCS Outdoor Learning 
Campus $500 toward the 
greenhouse initiative.

ACCES Teacher Wanda 
Small and her second-grade 
pupils implemented the 
lip balm project during 
the 2016 spring semester. 
The youngsters made the 
balm from two agricultural 
products, beeswax and soy-
bean oil. Then the children 
flavored their balm pepper-
mint, Small said.

Their hands-on lesson 
also included studies about 
soybean farmers, soybean 
products and the process of 
how honeybees make bees-
wax during her science, 
technology, engineering, 
art, agriculture and math 
class time. Small said sec-

ond-graders were also 
enlightened to entrepre-
neurial potential after they 
read a book about starting 
a business.

Within the past three 
years, Small transitioned 
from second grade teach-
er to project based learn-
ing and STEAM educator 
along with her role as an 
Outdoor Learning Center 
co-facilitator. In the mean-
time, the lip balm endeav-
or expanded to include the 
third-, fourth-, fifth- and 
sixth-graders.

Small said each class has 
an assigned flavor. The sec-
ond-graders continue to fla-

vor their lip balm with pep-
permint. Gingerbread is the 
third grade flavor. Fourth 
grade pupils flavors their 
class work Lemon, Laven-
der flavor by fifth-graders 
and the sixth-graders have 
graduated up their skill 
level to Tiger Orange. The 
balm is hands-on for all stu-
dents the ingredients are 
purchased from proceeds 
earned from the sales.

All the youngsters in 
grades second through 
sixth read the recipe, mea-
sure, pour and stir the in-
gredients in a small slow 

Lip-smacking deals fund campus greenhouse for Tigers

Atchison Globe f ile photo

Wanda Small looks on as she supervises second-grade pupils during a 

2017 STEAM lesson. This group of students are currently fourth-grad-

ers who make lemon-flavored lip balm and will graduate to make Tiger 

Orange flavored balm.Please  see Tigers/Page A7
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