
Coronavirus still lingers in 
area school communities

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Seemingly sever-
al isolated positive 
COVID-19 cases con-
tinue to infiltrate 
area schools as Maur 
Hill-Mount Academy 
and Trinity Luther-
an Schools took steps 
toward an all remote 
learning mode for a 
short term.

MH-MA President 
Phil Baniewicz an-
nounced Wednesday, 
Oct. 14 during the 
scheduled Fall Break 
there were seven ac-
tive COVID cases and 
35 persons amid the 
campus population 
on quarantine. Coun-
ty health officials are 
monitoring the cases. 
Baniewicz explained 
the predictions are that 
all in-school classes 
will resume Monday, 
Oct. 19. That is if all 
goes according to the 
expected releases from 
quarantine the num-
ber of active cases will 
reduce. Football and 
cross country sport 
activities resumed 
Wednesday. Other ath-
letic teams and activ-

ities are still affected 
by the quarantine and 
active cases.

Baniewicz credits 
the Atchison County 
Health Department 
staff for their work with 
MH_MA to accordingly 
adjust protocols, mon-
itoring and mitigation 
to lower the spread. 
The updated plan is 
currently in place and 
posted on www.mh-ma.
com website.

Due to a sudden 
outbreak among stu-
dents, Baniewicz had 
previously announced 
Oct. 7 that all learning 
would be remote until 
Wednesday, Oct. 21 The 
interruption also a two-
week suspension of ac-
tivities and sports until 
that date as well. After 
numerous students 
had tested positive ear-
ly last week and some 
showed symptoms and 
were awaiting test re-
sults when MH-MA 
school leaders made 
their decision.

USD 409 Superinten-
dent Renee Scott re-
ported on Tuesday, Oct. 
13 in the district’s week-
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Benedictine head coach Larry Wilcox celebrates his 300th career win with his team and president Stephen Minnis. Wilcox was gifted a 
bobblehead of himself after the historic win.

MILESTONE HONORED | Benedictine football coach Wilcox celebrates 300th career win

By JAMES HOWEY
Atchison Globe

Lopez De Mexico an-
nounced Monday that due 
to an employee illness 
they would be closed until 
October 23.

Not all employees were 
exposed but enough of 
them who are cooks ac-
cording to the restaurant’s 
Facebook post.

“We took the necessary 
steps to keep safe but one 
of our employees contact-
ed COVID outside of Lopez 
and unknowingly exposed 
some of the kitchen staff,” 
according to the post. 
“Let’s hope our practiced 

safety measures keep the 
rest of our staff healthy.”

Another post from the 
restaurant said more pre-
cautions will be taken 
once they reopen.

“I have several em-
ployees that either have 
impaired health issues 
or lives with someone 
that does,” according to 
the post. “They have ex-
pressed great concern and 
I need to be vigilant. Mov-
ing forward, I will have 
some additional practices 
in place to ensure that we 
lower any risks of trans-
mitting COVID in hopes 
of not having to shut down 
again.”

Restaurant closes 
until Oct. 23
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Lopez De Mexico announced Monday they will closed until October 23 
due to an employee in the kitchen tested positive for the Coronavirus.

By JOEY MAY
Atchison Globe

The Atchison County 
Health Department is 
reporting a big spike in 
COVID-19 cases over the 
weekend and has report-
ed 4 deaths.

The Health Depart-
ment Department up-
dated cases on Monday 
morning and reported 30 
additional positive cases 
for a total of 437 and on 
Wednesday added 23 
more cases for a total 
of 460. As of Wedneday, 
there are nine current-
ly hospitalized and 86 of 
those cases are active.

On Wednesday of last 
week, the Health Depart-
ment issued an urgent 
public health release 
concerning potential 
COVID-19 exposure if 

a person visited Pete’s 
Steakhouse in Atchison 
between the dates of Tues-
day, Sept. 29 and Oct. 4.

According to the state-
ment from the Health 
Department, current 
active outbreaks include 
Benedictine College, 
Bunge Corp, Maur Hill, 
Pete’s Steakhouse and 
Heritage Tractor.

The Health Depart-
ment is advising local 
residents call a health-
care provider if expe-
riencing any signs of 
COVID-19. Symptoms 
include fever, chills, 
fatigue, muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, 
cough, shortness of 
breath, difficulty breath-
ing, loss of smell or loss 
of taste, congestion or 
runny nose, nausea, 
vomiting or diarrhea.

County COVID cases spike 
with 53 new cases this week

CDC

COVID-19 has been declared a pandemic by the World Health Or-
ganization.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

The enrollment count 
for the Atchison schools 
has decreased by more 
than 100 students accord-
ing to the news USD 409 
Superintendent Renee 
Scott delivered to school 
board members when they 
Monday at the board of-
fice.

Scott said the drop in 
numbers was more than 
she anticipated, but is 
aware most other school 
enrollments statewide 
have declined in com-
parison to the counts 
from 2019-20 school year. 
COVID-19 is a likely a fac-
tor, Scott said.

“A lot of kids have moved 

away,” Scott said of multi-
ple family displacements 
she is aware due to job loss-
es and/or other reasons as-
sociated with the pandem-
ic. Some students might 
have transferred to virtual 
schools accredited to other 
districts elsewhere, mean-
ing they would be ineligible 
to be part of the USD 409 en-
rollment count. As of Sept. 
20 the headcount reported 
to Kansas State Depart-
ment of Education is 1,615 
students and the FTE count 
reported is 1,585.4 report-
ed for 2020-21 schoolyear. 
The headcount reflects 112 
less students from the pre-
vious year and FTE count 
was down to 101.3 in its 

USD 409 enrollment spirals 
down more than 100 students
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AES Associate Principal Andrea Coppinger, primary grades, shows 
some of the highlights about the Atchison Elementary School during a 
report Monday, Oct. 12 at the USD 409 Board of Education meeting.
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Atchison Police, Fire, and EMS responded to an injury accident Friday early afternoon in the 200 block North 3rd. A 2003 Chevrolet Blazer 
driven by Randy K. Johnston, 62, Atchison, was southbound on a private drive adjacent to the Massasoit Apartment complex and was 
turning east onto another private drive when the vehicle left the roadway and over a retaining wall. The vehicle landed on its top. Johnston 
was transported to the hospital by EMS with injuries. A 49 year old passenger, Fredrick Paxton, of Atchison, was treated by EMS at the 
scene for injuries but was not transported. The vehicle was towed from the scene.

TRUCK FLIPS ON ITS SIDE NEAR MASSASOIT APARTMENTS

Management at Lopez De Mexico 
takes action to ensure public safety
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