
Obituaries ............ 4
Second Front ....... 3
Voices.................. 2 

Comics ................ 8
Sports ............... 10
Classifieds ......... 1B

Wednesday, September 11, 2019
atchisonglobenow.com

MAIN NUMBER
913-367-0583 INSIDE FInd 

Us  
On

www.facebook.com/ 
atchisonglobe

@AtchsonGlobe

 ATCHISON, KANSAS — YOUR COMMUNITY, YOUR NEWSPAPER, YOUR VOICE.  •   142ND YEAR  •  NO. 77  •  $1 

Inside today
❯ The party moves to a new park ................Page A2
❯ Court hears stolen credit card charges ....Page A3
❯ Ravens break away from Statesmen late ..Page A8

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

The federal watchdog 
for workplace safety is en-
gaged in an investigation 
of how and why an Indi-
ana man died last week 
while working at a local 
grain processing plant.

A spokesman for the 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, an 
office of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor, confirmed 
that an investigation has 
been opened about the in-
cident, which occurred a 
little before Noon on Fri-
day, Sept. 6, at the Cargil-
lAg plant at S.W. 258th Rd. 
and U.S. Highway 59 in the 
Cummings area.

OSHA responds to all 
reported workplace fatal-
ities in the United States. 
Federal law provides six 
months for such investi-
gations to be complete, 
the spokesman said. This 
would involve a release of 
information at a time of 
around March 2020, if not 
before.

The spokesman said 
OSHA doesn’t comment 
on the cause of death in 
such incidents in the wake 
of an investigation being 
opened; the cause of death 
has been reported by the 
Atchison County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Atchison 
County Emergency Man-
agement office to have 

been electrocution.
Sheriff Jack Laurie 

communicated via email 
on Monday that the vic-
tim, Angel Silas-Deleon, 
26, of Logansport, Indi-
ana, died after an electric 
shock of unknown cause 
affected the grain bin he 
had been working on with 
a contractor crew retained 
by Cargill from CCSGroup 
of Seward, Nebraska. The 
shock also harmed anoth-
er man on the crew; his 
employer says he is recov-
ering from his injuries.

“Our CCS family lost a 
special coworker, and we 
are praying for another, as 
he recovers from his inju-
ries due to an accident this 
past Friday,” the company 
said in a statement. “We 
wish their families peace 
and comfort during this 
difficult time. We would 
also like to express our 
sincere gratitude to the 
Atchison County EMS, 
Atchison County Rescue 
and the Atchison Fire De-
partment who were the 
first responders at the 
scene. Our company focus 
at this time is to care for 
those affected and ensure 
that our employees’ future 
is safe.”

Atchison County EMS 
and a LifeNet medical he-
licopter evacuated the two 
victims, who each received 

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

Work is continuing along the banks of 
the Missouri River to extend the city’s most 
prominent walking path a mile north of town.

Assistant City Manager Justin Pregont es-
timates that the Riverfront Trail extension 
will be complete within a handful of months, 
sometime before the start of winter. Project 
general contractor Julius Kaaz Construc-
tion of Leavenworth will commence concrete 
pours on Wednesday to begin composing the 
10-foot wide path from the Veterans Memo-
rial Park from which it follows the course of 
River Road. At present, the trial terminates 
near the southern City of Atchison boat dock.

“We began to renovate the riverfront in 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

County leaders are hopeful their cre-
ation of a new position and forthcoming 
hire will be on the road to fruition some-
time this fall.

Commissioner Henry W. “Bill” Pohl and 
Vice-chairman Eric Noll agreed Tuesday 
commissioners have extended an offer to one 
of the recently interviewed candidate to be 
the first to lead the forthcoming creation of 
the Atchison County Public Works Adminis-
tration. Noll and Pohl also agreed the plans 
are that the department will have adminis-
trative oversight of the road and bridge proj-
ects, grant endeavors and administration of 
funds, budgets and paperwork.

The candidate, who commissioners iden-
tified as a man, was extended an offer after 
commissioners interviewed him via Skype 
amid recent hurricane warnings in Florida, 
Pohl said. Because the employment is tenta-
tive, commissioners declined to announce 
his name. However, they agreed the tentative 
start date is Wednesday, Oct. 9.

The tentative hire is a current Florida resi-
dent, Pohl said, and he is an Oklahoma native.

Both Noll and Pohl agreed although the 
road and bridge department course will be 
evolving down the road the new hire’s task 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Concern for the whole well-being for 
students of Atchison Public Schools 
USD 409 continues amid an awareness 
campaign that stems from the 
deaths of two students with-
in a month of one another in 
2018.

Jacque Coleman, director 
of curriculum and instruc-
tion, and Assistant Principal 
Lindsey Hansen of Atchi-
son High School say that the 
phrase “Why I Matter” is reflective of 
their vision for an enriched education-
al culture of inclusion for all students. 
Coleman and Hansen spoke on Monday 
at the regular meeting of the USD 409 
Board of Education at the district office 
in downtown to board members, ad-
ministrators, counselors and teachers.

Board President Herb Gwaltney 
asked what, if any, activities are hap-
pening in accordance with Suicide Pre-
vention Week, which has been declared 
for Sept. 8 through Sept. 14 by the State 
of Kansas. Throughout recent school 
years, administrators agreed, the 
“Why I Matter” campaign has been ini-
tiated at Atchison High School and was 
subsequently implemented at Atchison 
Middle School. A mental health pro-

fessional is currently in the district, 
and rigorous training on the Signs of 
Suicide is underway for all faculty and 
staff, including an 8-hour course. Trin-
ity Lutheran School personnel have 
also taken the course, Coleman said.

There are steps for increas-
ing awareness which are being 
taught to students from grades 
6 through 12, Hansen said. “See 
something, say something,” is 
an intrinsic part of the lessons 
being taught. The “Act, Care, 
and Tell” prevention measure is 
another part of this education.

Coleman also reported about the dis-
trict’s strategic plan, goals and state as-
sessment rankings.

Board members unanimously voted 
to approve the following supplemental 
contracts:

 ■ The position of Nicholas Rebant, 
assistant football coach;

 ■ The new position of Valissa VanWey, 
head girls basketball coach (VanWey 
steps down as assistant coach Aug. 31) 

 ■ The new position of Lottie Lee, 
teacher mentor at Atchison Elementary;

 ■ And the new position of Sara 
Tschauder, AHS lunchroom supervisor. 

Board members unanimously voted to 
approve the following employment actions:

Inquiry 
begins in 

shock death
Authorities don’t suspect foul 

play in Friday incident

Trail work proceeds apace

Extension will boost pedestrian river access

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Bob Meister, left, watches as Julius Kaaz Construction foreman Leon Noll drives a Bobcat powered loader over freshly poured gravel that will 
soon form the base of the extended City of Atchison riverfront trail. The Leavenworth-based crew on Tuesday also included Perry Bergman 
and Jared Gaumond, right.

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Julius Kaaz Construction will begin pouring concrete for the extended trail on 
Wednesday.

County takes road to resolution

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

Atchison County Vice-chairman Eric Noll reads 
a proclamation Tuesday declaring September 
as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, and an-
nounces the courthouse clock tower will shine to 
increase awareness for the cause.

District cites progress on suicide awareness
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