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By ATCHISON POLICE DEPART-
MENT 
Special to the Globe

At 9:10AM on Wednesday, 
Jan. 5 officers responded to an 
injury accident at Commercial 
and River Road. A 2000 Chev-
rolet pick up truck driven by 
Francis Wiltz, 74, Atchison, 

had been headed east on Com-
mercial when it left the road-
way at River Road and struck 
the Veteran’s Park pavilion. 
It is believed the driver was 
suffering a medical episode 
that caused the accident. He 
was transported to Amberwell 
Atchison by Atchison County 
EMS for treatment of injuries.

Riverfront pavilion crash sends 
one to emergency treatment

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Throughout 2021 there 
have been some notable 
occurrences and events 
that have impacted our 
area in one way or anoth-
er according to the Atchi-
son Globe archives for the 
year.

COVID-19 continues to 
leave its imprint, as the 
community seemingly 
copes in an effort to miti-
gate the infection. There 
were 1,727 new cases in 
2021 documented in Atchi-
son County, according 
to data from the Kansas 
Department of Health 
and Environment; NEK 
Multi-County Health De-
partments, Inc., and the 
Atchison County Health 
Department. The total 
since the pandemic began 
in 2019 is more than 3,000 
with a total of 30 deaths 
attributed to COVID. 
Throughout the course 
of the pandemic, the case 
count has there have been 

some highs and lows in the 
number of active cases. As 
of the month of December 
in 2021, the data indicates 
a total of 373 that averaged 
about 41 new cases for 
each 3-day reporting pe-

riod. The trend appears to 
be continuing in the New 
Year.

Deaths publicly attribut-
ed to COVID reached the 
dozen mark, the Globe 
reported in its Jan. 22 edi-

tion. Availability of vacci-
nation for adults through 
the Shot of Hope Vaccine 
Clinics and pharmacies 
were announced in late 
January.

In March, Atchison 

County commissioners 
rescinded the mass gath-
ering restrictions that 
had been in place for 
about a year. The mass 
gathering restriction was 
lifted in time for Easter 
and graduations. Howev-
er, recommendations for 
mask-wearing, hand hy-
giene, sanitizing, and so-
cial distancing remained 
in effect until further no-

tice. Schools, businesses, 
and organizations were al-
lowed to implement their 
own guidelines.

USD 409 Board of Ed-
ucation members have 
opted to leave the dis-
trict’s COVID protocols 
and mask requirement 
in place, with intentions 
to review the matter into 

Community progresses onward despite COVID grip in 2021

File photo

Kansas Governor Laura Kelly announces March 2, 2021 that Atchison 
is a new addition to the Kansas Main Street Program during a stop at 
the Santa Fe Depot and later makes a stop at a Shot of Hope Clinic 
during the COVID-19 vaccination clinic at Mount St. Scholastica.

NEW YEAR OFFERS NEW CHANCES

File Photo

Members and leaders of the Atchison community walk in remembrance of George Johnson at North Sixth 
Street in June of 2021. 

Monday fire claims modern home
Photo Cour tesy of Atchison F ire Dist r ic t No.1

A volunteer fireman attempts to douse flames engulfing the roof of the home at 16032 286th Road in rural Atchison County.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

A couple is displaced and 
has lost all their belongings 
and home as the result of early 
morning house fire west along 
the western outskirts of Atchi-
son city limits.

Fire Chief David Shell, Atchi-
son County Fire District No. 1, 

Shannon Township, said the 
volunteer firefighters were dis-
patched at 7:30 a.m. to the re-
port of a structure fire at 16032 
286th Road.

In addition to the Shannon 
Fire Department, firefighters 
from Lancaster, Mt. Pleasant, 
Effingham, and Walnut fire 
districts also responded in ac-
cordance with the mutual aid 

agreements. Atchison Fire De-
partment also responded with 
air bottles to refresh firefight-
ers’ air tanks.

Kansas State Fire Marshal 
authorities have not pinpoint-
ed the cause but determined it 
originated near the fireplace.

“The couple has lost 

By ATCHISON POLICE DEPART-
MENT
Special to the Globe

Shortly after 4:00PM on Mon-
day first responders were sent 
to the 1000 block North River 
Road for an injury accident. A 
2002 Ford pickup truck driven 
by Terry Wall, 68, Atchison, had 
been southbound on River Road 
when the driver lost control and 

slid on the icy road, struck an 
embankment, and rolled over on 
its side. Atchison County Rescue 
had responded to the scene and 
removed the windshield so the 
driver could be removed from 
the vehicle. He was transported 
to Amberwell Atchison for emer-
gency care by Atchison County 
EMS ambulance for treatment of 
his injury. The accident remains 
under investigation.

Afternoon rollover sends one by 
ambulance for emergency care

 Of f icer Br ian Johnson |Atchison Police Depar tment 

Terry Wall suffers injury after losing control of his truck on ice Monday in the 1000 
block of North River Road.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

EFFINGHAM — The Atchi-
son County Road and Bridge 
Department officials recently 
unveiled its updated documents 
to ensure all loose ends are in 
check with the modern stan-
dards in check with current 
statutes in hand with the laws 
of the land.

The new Atchison County 
Road Policy was introduced on 
Dec. 28 township officials. They 

were also made aware of issues, 
codes, and resources. The gath-
ering also served as a time to 
gather some input and concerns 
from the township representa-
tives.

The meeting was in the Blue 
Building in Effingham. Seven 
of the eight townships were rep-
resented by 13 officials.

GIS Coordinator Roger Den-
ton was on hand to discuss the 
web-based maps. Denton ex-
plained the function of each 
and showed how to use the 

maps online and the mean-
ing of the legends, from the 
color-coded Atchison County 
Commission Districts to the 
icons pictured on the road 
maps that represent road 
types, culverts, and bridges. 
The culvert maps show where 
each and their known loca-
tions. The culvert and bridge 
maps show the structures, the 
locations, and what entities, 
county, township, or Kansas 

County unveils updated road and bridge policy
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