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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

The Phoenix is the new 
mascot for the USD 409 Public 
Schools.

Board members officially 
adopted the mascot by 5 votes 
after some discussion among 
themselves and two public 
comment heard as well as a 
petition with about 700 signa-
tures imploring board mem-
bers not to proceed at this 

time, but to gather more input 
and consider other options.

Board member Dr. John 
Eplee abstained from voting, 
and Board Member Bran-
di Ross was absent from the 
meeting.

Eplee, Board Member Sean 
Crittendon and Board Mem-
ber Stefanie Gardner were 
present for the meeting via 
Zoom.

Eplee said he has heard 
from district stakehold-

ers and conveyed his belief 
that most are understand-
ing about the reasoning to 
change the mascot, but would 
like more time before to hear 
of more options to consider 
concerning mascot choices.

Vice-president Diane Li-
ebsch seconded the motion to 
adopt the Phoenix after Crit-
tendon moved to proceed with 
the change. Liebsch said she 
had reached out to some offi-
cials at other schools where 

Phoenix is the mascot. All 
were satisfied with the Phoe-
nix.

The Phoenix is not singu-
lar or plural and it is not of 
male or female gender, but a 
neutral symbol by all aspects. 
Liebsch said it was made 
known that board members 
were in agreement after they 
made the decision in April to 
re-name the mascot that their 
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Amberwell Health an-
nounced Monday that 
John Broberg, 
MA, FACHE, Am-
berwell Hiawatha 
Chief Executive Of-
ficer, has set his re-
tirement date to be 
effective Aug. 31.

Upon Broberg’s 
retirement, the 
Chief Executive 
Officer of Amber-
well Atchison, Jeff 
Perry, will assume 
the CEO role at 
Amberwell Atchi-
son and Amberwell 
Hiawatha.

Over his 49 years 
in healthcare, 
Broberg has served 
as a senior leader 
for 29 years and 
as Chief Execu-
tive Officer at four 
different hospi-
tals. After retiring 
from Via Christi Hospi-
tal in Manhattan in 2016, 
Broberg started Broberg 
Consulting Group, LLC to 

provide executive coach-
ing and CEO services. 
Mr. Broberg’s commit-
ment to Hiawatha has 

been tremendous 
with a focus to 
strengthen the fu-
ture of healthcare 
in Hiawatha and 
surrounding com-
munities. He first 
joined Hiawatha 
Community Hos-
pital, now Amber-
well Hiawatha, as 
interim CEO in 
2016 and then re-
turned to accept 
a full-time role 
in 2019. Broberg 
leaves a truly im-
pactful mark on 
northeast Kansas 
health. His fore-
sight to encourage 
and play a key role 
in creating the af-
filiation with Am-
berwell Health was 
ground-breaking 

for rural health.
Jeff Perry brings 29 
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U.S. Rep. Jake LaTurn-
er stopped Wednesday af-
ternoon in Atchison for a 
while to visit the historic 
Atchison County Court-
house and a Town Hall 
meeting at Atchison Pub-
lic Library.

Congressman LaTurn-
er touched base with con-
stituents about ongoing 
work in Washington D.C. 
like balancing the budget, 
border patrol, energy, in-
frastructure funding and 
cyber security. He also re-
minded his constituents 
that whenever they have 
governmental concerns 

or issues to contact him 
through his support staff 
via one of his offices locat-
ed throughout the Kansas 
2nd Congressional Dis-
trict.

“It is important to me 
to provide good service,” 
LaTurner said.

Constituents also ex-
pressed some of their 

views in agreement and 
disagreement about the 
current issues in Wash-
ington D. C. The Con-
gressman

To contact Rep. Jake 
LaTurner, Kansas 2nd 
District: Mail letters to 
3550 S.W. Fifth Street, 
Topeka, KS 66612, or call 
785-205-5253.
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All but one of the structures at 
1118 N. 7th Street are facing dem-
olition and the City Commission 
will be having a public hearing re-
garding the matter during its next 
meeting on Monday.

The buildings across from LFM 
Park often referred to as the old 
Rock Inn has been vacant for many 
years, and with many holes in the 
roof has been taking on water and 
is no longer structurally sound. 
City leaders have been hesitant 
to demolish the property in hopes 
that a new purpose could be found 
and that it would be saved and 
brought up to safety standards.

The City owns the buildings and 
is having the public hearing to give 
any interested parties an opportu-
nity to speak on behalf of the prop-
erty and give a chance for someone 
to step up and take on a potential 
reconstruction project. Barring a 
reliable plan for the space, the dem-
olition will likely take place in the 
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Covid-19 cases continue 
to rise in Atchison County. 
The county has 23 active 
cases as of today.

The good news is that 
we can stop it! Everyone 
needs to do their part, 
school is just around 
the corner, students 
will be returning from 
all parts of the country. 
We need our children 
to be in school. We need 
to protect each other. 
COVID-19 has devastat-
ed the world, families 
have lost loved ones, 
citizens have struggled 
physically, mentally, and 
financially. The vaccine 
is FREE and available to 
everyone age 12 and up. 
Testing is free and avail-

able to everyone.
The recommendations 

are:
 ❯ Stay home if you are sick 
and get “tested.”

 ❯ If you have been tested 
because you are ill, “stay 
home” until you have re-
ceived your test results.

 ❯ Avoid touching your face.
 ❯ Wash your hands often.
 ❯ Get vaccinated!

USD 409 chooses the Phoenix

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

USD 409 Board members Sean Crittendon, Stefanie 
Gardner and Dr. John Eplee in attendance via Zoom 
platform to participate for the mascot decision during 
the regular boaed meeting. School board candidate 
Debbie Eplee was present in-person at the meeting.

Jake LaTurner visits Atchison
Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

U.S. Rep. Jake LaTurner visits with constituents Wednesday at Atchison Library.

Atchison CEO to 
assume dual role 

of Amberwell 
Hiawatha

City slates Rock Inn for possible demolition

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

The old Rock Inn and attached structures at 118 N. Seventh Street are under consideration 
for possible demolition.

Health official urge 
COVID vaccinations

Please see Phoenix/Page A4

Jeff Perry  
Future  

Hiawatha  
Amberwell 
Health CEO

John Broberg 
Current  

Hiawatha  
Amberwell 
Health CEO
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