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By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

An extended investiga-
tion, ultimately leading 
to the arrest last month 
of a former Atchi-
son resident, un-
covered a massive 
cache of child por-
nography includ-
ing violent sexual 
acts involving chil-
dren, according to 
federal authorities.

Special Agent 
Jonathan C. Polner 
of the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security has 
filed an affidavit of proba-
ble cause that led to Chris-
topher Patrick’s arrest on 
April 29. The 41-year-old is 
facing three felony counts 
of sexual exploitation of a 
child on the basis of pos-
sessing pornographic im-
ages of children under 18 
years of age, according to 
a criminal complaint.

In his affidavit, Polner 
describes how the Na-
tional Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children 
provided tips that made 
their way to the Kansas 
Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force. 
Eventually, authorities 
determined Patrick to 
have participated in the 
circulation of child porn.

According to the affi-
davit, on Sept. 12, 2017, 
authorities tracked the 
uploading of an image of 
a partially clad child, de-
scribed by Polner as be-
tween the ages of 5 and 7, 

posing a suggestive man-
ner. Twelve days later, 
on Sept. 24, 2017, anoth-
er upload depicted a girl 
of about 10 years of age 
engaging in a sexual act 

with a nude adult 
male.

Eventually, on 
Nov. 1, 2018, au-
thorities seized 
1,744 pieces of ev-
idence from Pat-
rick’s Atchison res-
idence, including 
a large number of 
electronic devices 

and media items. Some of 
the media seized include 
violent sexual depictions 
of infants and toddlers, 
according to the affida-
vit. Agents and detectives 
with the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security, 
the Western Missouri Cy-
ber Crimes Task Force 
and the Atchison Police 
Department participated 
in the seizure in the 1300 
block of Locust Drive.

Following the seizure, 
Patrick relocated to 
Easton, before his April 
arrest by Leavenworth 
County authorities. He 
remained in jail as of Fri-
day evening pending ful-
fillment of $50,000 bond 
agreement. He is sched-
uled to appear in district 
court at 1 p.m. Monday, 
May 20. Rex Lane of Atchi-
son has been appointed to 
serve as Patrick’s defense 
counsel.

Mary Meyers can be reached  

at mary.meyers@atchisonglobenow.com

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

The Atchison County 

Health Department came 

together in a time of emer-

gency, and it is still ded-

icated 100 years later to-

ward the greater mission 

of public health.

A celebration to mark 

the founding of the health 

department on May 17, 

1919, held Friday in down-

town Atchison took place 

amid a barbecue, celebra-

tory cake cutting and out-

door fun and games. The 

community marked a mo-

ment of levity in contrast 

with the stark realities of 

the health department’s 

historic mission.

At the time of its found-

ing, the Spanish Flu 

plague ravaging Kansas 

would leave countless lo-

cal residents feeling well 

in the morning and “dead 

by nightfall,” as a review 

of the department’s histo-

ry narrates. Before its cre-

ation, diseases like the flu, 

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

Road crews worked on Thurs-
day morning to reopen a portion 
of a key traffic corridor between 
northeast Kansas and St. Joseph.

Wes Lanter, Atchison County 
Emergency Management director, 
said the Missouri Department of 
Transportation has been moni-
toring the flow of the flooded Mis-
souri River near low-lying areas of 
U.S. Highway 59, between Atchi-
son and the Y interchange with 
Missouri Highway 45, in coordina-
tion with Kansas authorities.

When flood waters began to re-
cede in recent hours, Lanter said, 
crews came in and dumped as-
phalt on the north side of Highway 
59 to keep the water back.

“There will be one lane open 
with a temporary stoplight regu-

lating traffic,” Lanter said. “The 

river is expected to recede more, 

but the dam is expected to be nec-

essary for a while. Depending on 

the rain we receive this weekend, 

we’ll see what happens, but it’s go-

ing to be one lane for a while.”

Highway 59 has been closed for a 

week. That follows a four-week clo-

sure earlier this spring that also 

was due to flooding.

Marcus Clem can be reached  

at marcus.clem@atchisonglobenow.com

By MARCUS CLEM
Atchison Globe

Authorities say a local 

teen drove around town 

late Wednesday night 

firing a BB gun at 

various targets, 

without causing se-

rious injuries.

Atchison Police 

Chief Mike Wil-

son said that Tag-

gart D. Lee, 18, of 

Atchison, wielding 

the BB gun from 

a truck driving around 

town, first came to author-

ities’ attention at 9:45 p.m. 

Wednesday when officers 

responded to the 400 block 

of River Road in Atchi-

son to investigate several 

vehicles with windshield 

damage.

At 10:10 p.m., officers 

followed up on another 

incident of damage in the 

800 block of Washington 

Street in Atchison, to find 

a house with damaged sid-

ing. Officers also learned 

that a resident of the 

house had come outside to 

inspect the damage before 

being struck in the leg by 

a shot from the BB gun. 

Wilson said the man suf-

fered no serious injury.

Finally, at 10:30 p.m., an 

officer spotted the truck 

believed to contain 

the culprit in the 

BB shootings along 

Woodlawn Avenue 

in Atchison. The 

officer stopped the 

truck and arrested 

Lee, before trans-

porting him to the 

Atchison County Jail. 

Booking information in-

dicated he remained there 

as of Thursday morning 

with no bond amount set 

in the case.

Formal charges re-

mained undetermined on 

Thursday morning, but 

Lee is jailed on suspicion 

of several counts of crim-

inal damage to property 

and aggravated battery, a 

felony, for allegedly shoot-

ing the man on Washing-

ton Street.

Marcus Clem can be reached  

at marcus.clem@atchisonglobenow.com

Feds detail 
child porn case

DHS agent describes graphic 
nature of seized evidence

Christopher 

Patrick

A century of work, caked in history
Department 
marks 100th 

birthday, public 
service goals

Marcus Clem | Atchison Globe

Eric Noll, left, takes a piece of cake from Camron Roloff at Friday’s celebration.

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

First responders give aid to an Atchison man, driver of a 2001 Buick LeSabre, following a collision at Sixth and U.S. Highway 59 with a 2007 Kenworth 

semi-truck driven by an Effingham man. The Buick driver suffered injuries not considered life-threatening and received transport to an area hospital.

COLLISION WITH TRUCK RESULTS IN QUICK STOP

Workers restore some traffic on U.S. Highway 59
Work restores key route between Atchison, St. Joseph

File photo | Atchison Globe

MoDOT crews regulate traffic last week along U.S. Highway 59 before the road closed for 

about a week. One lane of traffic is now open on the highway.

Police say teen shot vehicles, 
house, man with BBs

Taggart D. Lee
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