
A t c h i s o n

GLOBE
(USPS 035-400)

308 Commercial • P.O. Box 247
Atchison, Kan. 66002

Newsroom .............................. 367-0583
Circulation .............................. 367-0583
Advertising .............................. 367-0583
Toll Free  .......................1-800-748-7615

Founded by E.W. Howe in 1877.
Published Wednesday and Saturday

To report an irregularity in delivery, 
telephone before 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

RATES: 3 Months - $18.24 (Annually: 
$72.97). Subscription rates by mail for 
KS and MO: 3 Months - $22.80 (Annually 
$91.21) All other mail rates: 3 Months - 
$30.31  (Annually:  $121.23).

ADVERTISING POLICIES: Advertiser 
agrees that the publisher shall not be 
liable for damages arising out of errors 
and advertisements beyond the amount 
paid for the space actually occupied by 
that portion of the advertisement in which 
the error occurred, whether such error is 
due to the negligence of the publisher, 
servants or otherwise, and there shall 
be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement beyond the amount paid 
for such advertisement.

Other advertising policies and 
deadline information appears on the 
classifi ed page.

Periodicals postage paid at Atchison, 
Kan. 

Member of the
Kansas Press Association Inc.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to the ATCHISON GLOBE, 308 Commercial 
St., Atchison, KS  66002. 75126075

Voices 
Pa

ge
 A

2

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

T
he results are in, with 
one position still too 
close to call.

As things stand now, 
Tuesday elections brought in all 
new faces with zero incumbents 
being retained. Provisional bal-
lots still have a chance to swing 
the City of  Atchison City Com-
mission race, with Lisa Moody 
in third place, ahead of  Charlie 
Perdue, by 4 votes. The Atchison 
County Board of  County Com-
missioners will canvass the vote 
at 1:15 p.m. Monday, Nov. 18, to 
determine a final result at the 
Atchison County Courthouse.

I was incredibly impressed 
with voter turnout, considering 
local elections happen in the 
off-year from national politics. 
This year, Abby Bartlett led the 
commission race with 803 votes. 
In 2017, the top vote earner had 
690, and 600 was the bar set in 
2015. We are trending in a great 
direction for voter engagement. 
Local elections remain the least 
attended, however, even though 
they have the largest impact.

I want to sincerely thank every-
one that ran for local office. Put-
ting yourself  through an election 
is one of  the most stressful things 
you can do. It shows your dedica-
tion to our community. I remem-
ber how, when I ran for office, I 
started stress-eating chocolate 
chips straight out of  the bag. It 
turns out that this isn’t a very 
healthy coping mechanism.

We had several great candidates 
and Atchison got to choose the 
ones that displayed the best vision 
for moving forward. Thank you 
also to our city commissioners 
and school board members, who 
are stepping down. You fought the 
good fight, and now it’s time for 
someone else to take up the task 
of guiding Atchison.

Congratulations to all the new-
ly elected officials. Now the real 
work begins. I’m excited to join 
you in making our community 
the best it can be. With so many 
new faces coming into leader-
ship positions, we are ready for 
new approaches and fresh ideas. 
I’m also thrilled to see that as 
things stand, all five women run-
ning were elected to office. They 
were elected for their leadership, 
character, and ideas.

I’m very proud of  our com-
munity right now. I have two 
daughters, and I think that it’s 
important they are able to see 
women in leadership roles in 
our community. Now they don’t 
have to look very far.

The new City Commission will 
have to get to work right away. 
The new commissioners will be 
seated at 4:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
2, and 2020 promises to be a very 
impactful year for Atchison. We 
will have to address blighted and 
vacant housing, decide on the 
future of  our downtown, and 
develop a strategic plan.

The new Atchison Public 
Schools USD 409 Board of Edu-
cation members get be seated in 
January, and they will be busy 
as well. They join our recently 
hired superintendent, Renee Scott. 
Some great things are happening 
in our schools right now. We will 
continue to partner on providing 
for a school resource officer via the 
Atchison Police Department, and 
work together in any way we can.

We have a lot of  momentum 
in Atchison right now. I’m excit-
ed about our future, and can’t 
wait to see the contributions of  
our newly elected officials.

Shawn Rizza has served on the City of Atchison City 
Commission since January 2018, following his 

election to a four-year term in November 2017. His 
colleagues appointed him as mayor for 2019 at the 

beginning of this year.
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It was a  
good election
DEAR EDITOR,

I congratulate the winners of  
both the city commission and 
school board races. While my 
defeat was disappointing, I am 
encouraged by the new people 
who tossed their hat into the 
ring, with, I hope, excitement 
and love for our community.

I applaud everyone who ran, 
those who won and those who 
lost. Making Atchison a better 
place, to live, work and play is 
apparent by everyone’s actions 
and words.

Please, keep your ears and 
minds open to the public, at all 
levels, as they are your boss.

Good luck!

— BILL MURPHY
Atchison

When Hank Funk 
went to war
DEAR EDITOR,

In honor of  Veterans Day, 
I am submitting a series of  
battlefield diaries from my un-
cle, Henry “Hank” Funk, who 
served in the European theatre 
of  World War II, while enlisted 
in the U.S. Army from March 
1942 to November 1945. Anyone 
who would like to know more 
about Uncle Hank may call Dor-
othy Funk Noll at 913-775-1868.

 ❯ July 13, 1944. Arrived at Omaha 
Beach, France. Left and arrived 
Colleville, French Lambert. 

 ❯ July 14, 1944. Left Colleville by motor 
convoy on July 14.

 ❯ Arrived Sortosville, France, July 15, 1944.

 ❯ Committed to combat Aug. 1, 1944. 
St. James.

 ❯ Aug. 4, 1944. 208 F. A. 79th division. 
First position in combat for battery 
in World War II, 3/4 of a mile NW La 
Lande 14 Battery (1st Gun Section) 
fired rounds for battalion on enemy 
positions in Laval. 

 ❯ Aug. 6, 1944. Orleans. 

 ❯ Aug. 22, 1944. 404th F.A. Group 35th 
Division, attached to 3rd Battalion, 
137 Infantry-Support of CCR, 4th 
Armored Division. 

 ❯ Mamey, Sept. 12, 1944. Fired in 
support of 80th Division’s crossing of 
Mosselle River. 

 ❯ Sept. 14, 1944. Toul. 410 F.A. Group 
capture of Nancy by a special Task 
Force made up of one combat team of 
the 35th Division and 410th FA Group 
in support. 

 ❯ Sept. 21, 1944. Crossed the Mosselle 
River. 

 ❯ Nov. 9, 1944. Crossed the Seille 
River, Battle of Foret-de Facq. 

 ❯ Herny, France. Nov. 13, 1944. First 
heavy shelling received. 

 ❯ Seing bouse, France, Nov. 28, 1944. 
Received counter-attack that came 
within 1,000 meters of our battalion. 
Received strong counter-battery fire 
continuously for two days and were 
forced to withdraw. 

 ❯ Petit-Rederching, France. Dec. 17, 
1944. Received counter-battery fire. 
Last position in France. Attached 
to 177th Field Artillery Group, 12th 
Armored Division. 

 ❯ Dec. 21, 1944, departed for Luxem-
bourg. The battalion was attached to 
182nd F.A. Group, 5th Division.

 ❯ Rouland, Luxembourg, Dec. 22, 1944. 
Marched 126 miles in 13 hours, 50 
minutes. Fired first fire mission in the 
Battle of the Bulge.

 ❯ 717 rounds fired on Dec. 24, 1944. 

 ❯ Christmas Day, 1944. 986 rounds 

were dumped on the Krauts as a 
Christmas present. The battalion fired 
the first “Posit” ammunition used 
against the enemy, by X11 Corps 
artillery. The first round was marked, 
“Merry Christmas, Hitler.” From this 
position, 2,167 rounds were dumped 
on the Heinies, which represent a 
weight of 108 tons of steel and high 
explosive. 

 ❯ Dec. 26, 1944. Remained in these 
positions for 23 days. No rounds were 
received in the town of Christmach, 
and only in a few battery positions. 
In Savel born, 182nd F.A. Group, 5th 
and 4th Division. These were attack 
position to further reduce the Bulge. 
There was light artillery fire received 
through our stay here. 

 ❯ Gilsdorf, Jan. 20, 1945. Occupied 
positions during shelling by enemy 
artillery and nebelwerfers. Many 
buildings in town were on fire when 
we entered here in the early morning 
hours. Shells continued to fall in the 
area during our entire stay here. 

 ❯ Attached to 404th F.A. Group, 4th 
Division, on Jan. 26, 1945. 

 ❯ Savel born, Jan. 28, 2945, 404th F.A. 
Group relieved and attached to 410th 
F.A. Group, 80th Division. 

 ❯ Beaufort, Feb. 5, 1945. Received two 
heavy concentrations of nebelwerfers 
and one heavy artillery concentration. 
Positions were located for assault of 
the Siegfried Line.

 ❯ During the first 11 hours of attack 
against Siegfried Defenses on Feb, 
7, 1945, 1,100 round of artillery was 
fired by this battalion, and in the first 
24 hours, a total of 1,780 rounds 
were fired.

— JOHN NOLL
Atchison

Editor’s Note: Hank Funk’s 
diaries will continue on 
Wednesday, Nov. 13. 

V
eterans day is a special 
day to salute the brave 
men and women who 
have honorably 

served our country.
As an Army combat 

veteran, I served along-
side many of  the coun-
try’s finest. Some ended 
up sacrificing everything 
they had for our free-
doms and security. As 
Lincoln once said during 
his famous Gettysburg 
Address, “they gave the last full 
measure of  devotion.”

Since the very first Conti-
nental Army, nearly 50 million 
Americans have answered the 
call to service and today 20 mil-
lion live among us. Our soldiers 
have fought in many different 
places; from Yorktown to Get-
tysburg, Normandy to Vietnam, 
Iraq to Afghanistan, totaling 
one hundred and fifty countries. 
It is our duty to honor them by 
remembering and never forget-
ting their sacrifice.

Now, as we near Nov. 11, 2019, 
101 years after the World War I 
Armistice that this day com-
memorates, our veterans face a 
new, but familiar challenge at 
home: staying alive. Every sin-
gle day approximately twenty of  
our nation’s veterans die by sui-
cide. The veteran suicide rate 
is one and a half  times higher 
than that of  non-veterans.

Male veterans between the 
ages of  18 and 34 experience 
the highest rates of  suicide, 
while male veterans over the 
age of  55 experience the highest 
number of  suicides. More than 
six thousand veterans die from 
suicide per year since 2008. For 
comparison, a little more than 
six thousand total soldiers have 
been lost fighting the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Despite the veteran sui-
cide epidemic being a top 
priority for our country and 

the Department of  
Veterans’ Affairs, the 
veteran suicide rate 
has remained stag-
nant for almost fifteen 
years. That is why I am 
introducing two new 
pieces of  legislation, 
the VA Suicide Preven-
tion Services Act and 
the VA Suicide Preven-

tion Services Accountability 
Act, both aimed at combatting 
the veteran suicide epidemic 
and ensuring our veterans 
have the resources necessary 
to survive.

The VA Suicide Prevention 
Services Act would require 
the Department of  Veterans’ 
Affairs (VA) to ensure that each 
VA medical center is staffed 
with at least one full-time 
suicide prevention coordinator. 
The VA Suicide Prevention 
Services Accountability Act 
would provide oversight and ac-
countability of  the VA’s mental 
health and suicide prevention 
services to find where the VA is 
falling short and improve the 
accessibility and effectiveness 
of  these critical services for our 
veterans.

No one should be okay with 
this devastating epidemic affect-
ing our service men and women 
who return home. The United 
States of  America will remain 
the land of  the free because we 
are the home of  the brave. As 
Americans, it is our civic duty 
to do everything in our power 
to ensure they are protected. I 
will not stop until the mission 
to defeat the veteran suicide 
epidemic is accomplished. I will 
continue the fight and ask that 
you join me.

Please, as we celebrate this 
Veterans Day, in addition 
to honoring those who have 
sacrificed for our country, help 
spread awareness by joining me 
in the fight to save our veterans.

Republican U.S. Rep. Steve Watkins has repre-
sented the Second U.S. Congressional District 

since January, following his election last fall. His 
district covers all of eastern Kansas, aside from 

Wyandotte, Johnson and Miami counties.

Atchison’s 
Advocates

Shawn 
Rizza

❯ STATE LEGISLATORS — Sen. 
Dennis Pyle, 1st District, State 
Capitol room 402 South, Topeka, 
KS, 66612, (785) 296-7379 
or 800-432-3919 | Rep. John 
Eplee, 63rd District, State 
Capitol room 512-N, Topeka, 
KS, 66612, (785) 296-8621 
or email: john.eplee@house.
ks.gov  | Rep. Randy Garber, 
62nd District, State Capitol 
room 459-W, Topeka, KS 66612, 
(785) 296-7665 or or email: 
randy.garber@house.ks.gov 
❯ U.S. REPRESENTATIVE — Rep. 
Steve Watkins, Kansas 2nd 
District, 1205 Longworth HOB, 
Washington, K.C., 20515, (202) 
225-6601.
❯ U.S. SENATORS — Sen. Jerry 
Moran, 361 A Russell Senate 
Office Building, Washington, 
D.C., 20510, (202) 224-6521 or 
23600 College Blvd., Suite 201, 
Olathe, KS 66061, (913) 393-
0711.   |   Sen. Pat Roberts, 
109 Hart Senate Office Bldg, 
Washington, D.C., 20510, (202) 
224-4774 or 444 S.E. Quincy, 
Room 392, Topeka, KS, 66683, 
(785) 295-2745.
❯ KANSAS GOVERNOR — Laura 
Kelly, Kansas Statehouse, Tope-
ka, KS, 66612, (785) 296-3232 
or (877) 579-6757.
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New commission 
ready to serve

 Become an advocate:                  
 Send in your questions

Shawn Rizza can be reached  
for feedback and to submit  

questions at shawnrizza@gmail.com.

How to help save our veterans

Steve Watkins

http://atchisonglobenow.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=becd232c-e2ae-58ea-840d-5b7b9c0b93e7

