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By JAMES HOWEY
Atchison Globe

The 2021 class of Maur Hill-
Mount Academy ended a long and 
arduous journey that has been the 
past year with being able to throw 
their caps in celebration.

The class has finally graduated 
after a whole school year of dealing 
with and overcoming a global pan-
demic.

“When I think of you I will think 
of resiliency,” MHMA President 
Phil Baniewicz said. “This class 
has shown fortitude and strength 
making it through this and we’re 
very proud of them.”

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Despite a rain out to hold the 
141st Atchison High School 
commencement outdoors in the 
stadium as planned, the Class 
of 2021 will shine on in school 
history as the last class of AHS 
Redmen.

About 90 students received 
their diplomas Thursday, May 
27 in the AHS gymnasium.

Jameson Parks, a Kansas 

Governor’s Award scholar rep-
resentedthe top 1 percent of the 
graduating class based on GPA 
and ACT.

Parks addressed the class, 
and reminded them all of what 
they had accomplished together 
to make it to this point in their 
lives. Among them was surviv-
ing the pandemic, passing the 
longtime AHS teacher Luann 
Kavler’s English tests, ran off 
two principals – successful-
ly former principals and were 

working on their third.
Parks also told his classmates 

to stand as he announced their 
intended post-high school plans. 
Of the 21 percent who will at-
tend technical training, he said 
they are the ones who will be-
come skilled and work to do the 
things that others can’t. A few 
have plans to join the military 
or law enforcement. They are 
protectors of the community, he 

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

Ron Shelton, a Troy na-
tive, will be joining the ad-
ministrative team for the 
Atchison County Commu-
nity Schools for the 2021-
22 schoolyear as the new 
principal at the junior-se-
nior high school in Effing-
ham.

USD 377 Board of Edu-
cation approved Shelton’s 
hire during their May 12 
meeting. Shelton replaces 
ACCJHS Principal who is 
stepping down from the 
position Wednesday, June 
30. The hire is rather a 
homecoming of sorts for 
Shelton who launched his 
career in education while 
he student taught in the 
district.

“I had a great teacher 
in the late Larry Tilton,” 
Shelton communicated 
by email to the Globe, 
and added he coached 
from 1990-92 at Atchison 
County Community High 
School.

Shelton and his wife of 
35 years, Laralee current-
ly reside north of Atchison 
on their farm.

Laralee attended school 
in Effingham until her 

eighth-grade year, Shelton 
said. Her father is Larry 
Sandy who taught in the 
USD 377 district for many 
years.

The Sheltons are the 
parents of four grown 
boys and four “wonder-
ful” grandchildren, he 
wrote. Prior to his recent 
hire at 377, Shelton said 
he’s served as Hodgeman 
County Jr./Sr. High School 
in Jetmore for the past five 
years. Before his years in 
Jetmore from 1992-2009 
Shelton worked at the Al-
ternative School in St. Jo-
seph, Missouri, and has 
taught and coached at USD 
425 Highland Schools.

By MARY MEYERS
Atchison Globe

The lists of candidates 
are growing, but by mid-
week the numbers re-
mained shy to make a full 
slate of candidates for any 
of the races to fill the po-
sitions for the upcoming 
local government school 
board elections.

The filing deadline is 
noon Tuesday, June 1 
at the Atchison County 
Clerk’s Office location 
in the Atchison County 
Courthouse, 423 North 
Fifth Street.

The open positions in-
clude three Atchison City 

Commission seats; one 
mayor and five city coun-
cil seats in Effingham, Hu-
ron and Muscotah; three 
open city council seats in 
Lancaster.

Potential candidates 
who would like to run for 
Atchison City Commis-
sion are required to pay a 
$20 filing fee and a $50 re-
port fee, for a total of $70, 
or they may file by petition 
with 50 signatures of qual-
ified registered voters who 
reside within Atchison 
city limits.

Potential candidates 
in the third class cities of 

By JOEY MAY
Atchison Globe

Local organizations have part-
nered with the Equal Justice Initia-
tive to recognize a history of racial 
violence in Atchison, focusing on 
an 1870 lynching.

On January 4, 1870, an African 
American man by the name of 
George Johnson was lynched by 
a mob of at least 50 white men in 
Atchison, Kan.

Johnson had injured a white 
man by the name of Patrick Cox in 
a hunting accident five days earli-

er. Although initial reports were 
that Mr. Cox was killed, he was in 
fact only moderately wounded and 
made a full recovery. Johnson sur-
rendered himself to local authori-

ties and was held in the jail at 6th & 
Santa Fe in Atchison.

The county attorney indicated that 

Resilient Ravens graduate
James Howey | Atchison Globe

Maur Hill-Mount Academy class of 2021 prepare to throw cap in the air in celebration.

Maur Hill-Mount 
Academy 2021 
valedictorians 
Annabelle Die-
bolt and Sophia 
Hill speak at the 
commencement 
ceremony Sat-
urday at Haverty 
Gymnasium.

James Howey 
Atchison Globe

New ACCHS 
principal  

returning to 
his roots

Ron Shelton

City to recognize history of racial violence
George Johnson Project 
receives approval from 
Equal Justice Initiative

Submit ted photo

Soil samples on display as part of the Legacy Museum in the Equal Justice Initiative Museum 
located in Montgomery, Alabama.

Time ticking to beat 
candidate filing deadline
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AHS sends off 2021 senior class

Mary Meyers | Atchison Globe

Are’yna Cluke receives the diploma from Dr. Renee Scott, USD 409 Superintendent 
of Schools.
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